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Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received January +, 1904) 


Gio Constantinople, December 28, 1908. 
WITH roferenco to my despat f t instant, T have the honour to 
forward to y hip herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Consul at 
Basoorah, rel Prescut disturbances among the Montefik Arabs 
Thave, te 
(Bigued) —-N. R, O'CONOR. 


in No, 1 
Sir N, O'Conor 


Bussorah, November 21, 1908. 
19th instant, his Excellency practically 
dexpat . 75 and 78 of th 
whoue wanderings are generally 
| to cross into the Jezireh, that is 
ris, in order to pasture their flocks. 
nt, who feared his extortion, and 
comp) ul y wrote to Temonstrate with Sadun, 
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blackravil th tri her things, claime for blood money, 
2 old fi tanding. ‘Tho Jexireh tribes lost patience and 
Ato the Turkish auth and a certain Colonel Agassi, a Kurd, 
1 from Samawa ttora over. He suns to have been a hot-headed 
and appeare e at Shatra with some fifty soldiers and 
fh sation with Sadan Pasha developed 
noluding himself, were massacred, 
said to be still in the Jezireh with 
is unable to circumvent him without 


sadun ping individdal, who 
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that Sadun Pasha is an extortionste, gra: 
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the tribes, and his opponent! 
Jezireh, who would gladly be rid of him 
affair causes great unrest in that port of J 
as to the issue 





Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquees of Lansdowne.—(Received Januar 


(No. 11.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, January 11, 1904 

WITH reference to my despateh No. $49 of the 28th Decembgr, 1963, respecting 
unrest among the Munteflk Arabs, I have the honour to transmit copy of a 
despatch from His Majesty’s Consul ‘orah reporting the arrival in Zobeir of 
Mohaintnad Fahdil Pasha Daghestanl and the doflant attitude of Sadun Pasha. 

According to a telogram received to-day from Major Newmarch (parm 
inclosed), the military expedition of Sadun Pashn hat assumed serious proporti 

voked, under Turkish ausplees, a big movement against him among the Sham 
woh Arnbs. 

According to rome reports, Sadun and the Shoikh Mubarek are not on friendly 
terms, but, if it be true that Sadun's family have taken refuge in Koweit, and that he 
himself is in the neighbourhood, it {a to be feared that the Sheikh has beon abetting the 
military exploits of Sadu 

{would venture once more to submit that it is in our interests to rostrain Muba 

far an lies in our power, from taking part in bellicose and filibustering expeditions 
‘against his neighbours under Turkish protection 

Unless Hix Majesty's Government are prepared to support him personally against 
all consequences, the more clearly he is made to understand that ho must abstain from 
proceedings of a hostile character towards the Emir of Nejd ot the tribes under ‘Turkish 

hotter it will be if we do not wish to see, in connection with the situation 
ra in Kowelt, a question opened larger than T conceive it to be in our interest to 
with at the prosont moment 

‘The Sheikh of Koweit readily assuces us that he is tho warm partisan and faithful 
subject of His Majenty’s Government, but he gives equal, if not more fervent, assurances 
to the Sultan in a contrary sense, and Mr. Crow bux roported that Lord Curzon had 
scarcely left Koweit before Mubarek hastened to send a propitiatory telegram to H 
Imporial Majesty at Constantinople. 

T have, &e. 
(Bigned) N, RB. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 2 
Consul Crow to Sir N. O' Conor 

(No. 85.) 

ir, Bussorah, December 17, 13) 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 70 of the 21st ultimo, I have the honour to 
report that, in view of the unrest created in this ae of the province by Sadun Pasha’s 
rupture with Turkish authority, Mohammad Fahdil Pasha E has lately arrived 
in Zobeir with 1,200 men. 

Shortly betore his arrival a band of Arabs, said to belong to the Munteflk, made & 
descent on a small village on the outskirts of Bussorah and plundered it, carrying off 
entile and camels which wore grazing there, as well as some loaded pack-animals 
proceeding to Zobeir, The result was « panic in Bussorah, and houses and shops were 
closed. 

About sixty soldiers were sent in pursuit, but made no attempt to recover the stolen 
goods or to approach the marauders. They seem to have enscouced themselves behind 
some palmetrecs and fired in the ait, and having made this demonstration, returned to 
Bassoralh 

Sadun Pasha, who was reported some time ago to have sent his (amily and personal 
effects to Koweit, is now, I am informed, at Zobeir, a few miles from Koweit ; and his 








Son, with a party of Arabs, is encamped in the vicinity of Zobeir, not far from the 
Turkish troops. 
Thear that Mobame 
Ramazan 
‘The Vali is still in communication with Constantinople in regard to Sadan Pashn's 
attitude, and the r ncident at Shatra, mentioned in my despatch quoted 
the Turks have not yet adopted a decided Hine of action, and do not appear 
Able or willing to erash the rebellious Chief. 
Seyyid Ts Pasha, Matessarif of Hassa, now here on leave of absence, has been 
instructed by the Porte to mppronch Sadun Pasha by amicable methods in order to induce 
him to refrain from causing further disturbance 


hdil Pasha will return to Muntefik with his troops after 


I have, &¢, 
(Signed) crow. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 
Major Newnarch to Sir N. O' Conor, 


weraphic.) P, Bagdad, Jonvary 11, 1004 

SHAMMER are said to have been plundering villages near Moasoul ; 6,000 of them, 
under Sheikh Mizwat and Sheikh Asi, are reported at Duja, 40 miles from here. 

They are now said to be reconciled with the Aniza, their hereditary enemies, of 
whom 10,000, under Sheikh Fahd-ibn-Hadd’at, are also reported at Duja, ‘Thoy aro 


making for Falvo, on the Enphrates, a nihack. 
They are migrating south at ‘an unusual season, and the alleged reconcilintion 


Between Shammer and Aniza is surprising; they have, perhaps, boon induced by the 
Turks to comb d attack Sadun, who is now between Zobeir and Koweit at 
Seejam 

T will report further after a visit to these Arabs, 





No. 
Foreign Office to India Ofice 


Bir, Forrign Office, January 
AM directed by tho Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to yan to be 
ot Tadia copy of a despatch from "His Majesty's 
ig the possibility of serious disturbances in the 
Aeighbourhood of Kowelt.* 

It would appear from this despatch that the warning reontly given by the 
Viceroy of India to Shoikh Moubarok may not permaneutly eter him from snivo 
Action, and that the sincerity of his protestations of loyalty and friendship on thnt 
Sccasion is open to doubt 

Tam accordingly to suggest, for Mr. Brodrick's consideration, that tho Political 
Resident in tho Persian Gulf should, as on previous ocensions, take an opportunity of 
informing Moubarek that the good offices of His Majesty's Government, promisod to 
him under the Kowoit Agroement ean be extended to him only if ho is guided hy 


their advice nnd refrains from any aggresive action. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON, 





Nov 4. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received February 1.) 


(No. 29. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, January 20, 1904, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 11 of the 11th instant, in which T alluded 

toa message of loyalty to the Sultan sent by the Sheikh of Koweit after the visit of 

the Viceroy, I have the honour to report that I am informed that the telegram 


* Nas, 





question was addressed to the Grand Vizicr, ond stated that an important Indian 
|. having been on a pleasure trip round the Persian Gulf, in the course of which 
he had visited Koweit, Mubarek had accorded him the reception due to his rank ; but 
at he remained, as before, the faithful servant of the Caliphate 
My informant, however, declared that the Turkish authorities attached Jittle 
the Sheikh’s protestations, realizing that Koweit was lost to them. In proof 
of which, he added that a question had more than once been raised of dismissing 
Mubarek nnd nominating some one else as Kaimakam of Koweit ; but the idea hi 
becn abandoned as futile. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CON 





No.8, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansiloune.—( Received February 1.) 


(No. 39.) 
My Lord, 6, 1904 
honour 
m His Majesty's Consul 
among the k Arabs. Mr. Crow 
rports that Mohammed Fadil Pasha, Daghe dat 
coboir and been succeeded by Hamid Pasha, Commandant of Redifs, and that 
tadun is bolieved to be in the neighbourhood of Kowe 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR. 


Tnclosure in No, 


Consul Crow to Sir N. O'C 

(No, 87, 
Sir, Bussorah, December 

IN continuation of my dospatoh No. 85 of the 17th instant, I have th. 
report that Mahomed Padil Ps tani, has resigned his command at Zobeir 
and retnrned to Bagdad. Flo ix ded by Hamid Pasha, Commondant of Redifs, 
Mohammed Fadil Pasha is connected with Sadun Pasha by marriage, having married 
tho latter's half sister. It is, therefore, not unnatural that he should show's! 
reluctance in pressing homo the pursuit. I am informed that, while near Shatra, ho 
could easily have interoopted Sadun, and that he gave him ample warning of bis 
approach. Tie alleges the conflicting nature of the instructions rocoived from the 
Mushir and tho Vali of Bussormh ns the true cause of his retirement for th 

The 4th Battalion of the 44th Reg Reshid Effondi bas arrived from 
Willn, The ultimate destinatio atta El Kali Peninsula, but there 
are no signs of embarking thom, though the Adana” is in port. One hundred Redifs 
have come in from Amara, and others from the riverain villages. Recruits are being 
collected. Tneluding the ‘obeit, there aro, therefore, some 2,000 men in 
and round Bussorah, of whom about 1,500 are Disturbances have been froquent 
in the town of late, e has boon » good deal of robbory. I unierstand that 
Hamid Pasha v to assume the command and await further orders from 
Constantinoplo, though beon previously sont to Mohammed Fadil 
Pasha to hunt down Sadun. Lam told, near Koweit at Ihara, but the 
wildest rumours aro afloat as to his 1 nd the prospects of his getting assist- 
tmco or asylum from the Sheikh of Koweit, If he claims the tight of asylam it will 
bo diffloutt for Mubarak to refuse to shelter him, as the Arab rules on the sul 
inflexible. am informed that the Sheikh of Koweit is not averse to enrolling him ae 
an auxiliary in his operations with Abdul Aziz bin Saoud against An but he is 
wholly disinclined to assist him in his carcer of pillage and disobedience to Turkish 
authority 

I believe undue imy ven to the aspirations of Sndun’s party among 
the Turks. 











Sadun himself has li 


is unlikely that the movement will grow. 


Tbn Saoud is said to b 
and to hav 


ttle influence, and the number of his adherents is small. It 
sve atiacked and captured Zaifee, about 36 hours distant 
ae att maou and the Amir of the placo who is subordinate 
T have, &e e 
(igned) -F. B, CROW 





India Office to Poreign Office —(Received February 1.) 


Sir, 
WITH referonee t 


Trail steamers should call at Koweit, I an 
inclose a copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, 


Fecommendation is made 


Department should be sent to ‘ 
Also to do medical work, for which there is much need 


migh 
by Sir 
proposes, subject to Lord 


India Ofer Jaery 22, 1904, 

ard July, 1901, relative to. proposal tha 

iy Jotter of ent inched by Me Seorotary. Brodrick. to 
ted the 16th January, in whieh a 
that a native member of the Indian Subordinate Medical 
nt to } to take charge of the postal armngoments, and 
Lond Lansdowne will observe 


onable in itself, 
was advocated 
August Inst, He, therefore, 
lowne’s concurrence, to npprove, 
Lansowne's concurrence, tompprove, 
(Signed) A, GODLEY 


(Velegraphic.) 
DURING 
had made in 


A regular service of steam-ahipis hing te 


Your approval) to comp 
suboniinate to the 


Hiclosure in No 6. 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick 
January 16, 190% 

visit to Koweit the Skoikh renewed the request which he 

2. for the establishment of a jwoat office there, Now that 

neatablished nt Koweit, we propose (subject to 

Sheilch’s roquest, and to appoint a native medical 

Lot the office. ‘The tan nppointed would also do medical 


work, whioh tained was greatly needed at Kow 





The 
(No, 19.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. 


HO you see any objection to the establishn 
Which the Sheikh renewed his request during # 


‘The Government of 
Propose to place in ch 
m 


No.7. 
Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Covor 


Forrign Office, February 4, 1904. 
ent of & a ollice at Koweit, for 
visit of the Viceroy of India? 
nply with the Sholkh’s reques!, and 


Indin are disposed to co asad 


4 native subordinate medical officer, who could 


sal work, which (s much required. 





Initia © 


Office to Foreign Ofce.—(Received February &.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Uni 


Seeretiry of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of M 


forwards herewith, for 
10 the Viceroy, dated the 


ir. Sectetary Brodrick, 
the information of the Secretary of State, copy af a telegram 
Std Fobraary, relative to Koweit affairs, 


India Office, February 4, 1904 


7s) 





Inelosuire in No. 5. 

‘Mr. Brodrick to Government of India. 
(Lelegraphic.) P. India Office, February 3, 1904. 
PLEASE see paragmph No, 12 of your Sccret letter of the 17th i 
1903: Kowoit. 

His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople reports that it is very probable that 
the Sheikh is abetting Sadun Pasha, and that there is is ved 
with Sadun in raids on tribes tinder Turkish protection. The Resident in the Persian 
Gulf should take an early opportunity to address a warning to the Sheikh to the 
effect that it is only if he refrains from aggression, and is y the advice of His 
Majesty’s Government, that their good olives can be ext to him, 

It is reported that immediately after you had left Koweit the Sheikh dispatched 
@ telegram, couched in propitiatory terms, to the Sultan. 





6. 0. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received February 5.) 


No, 17.) 

raphic, 

YOUR Loriship’s telegram No. 19 of yesterday. 

‘ho Porte may remonstrate against establishment of post-oflice at Koweit ax an 
infringement of the statue quo, but as wo havo similar offices in Turkey proper I do 
not think that this matters, and I see no objection. 


Perhaps it would be as well that the Sheikh should undertake not to allow the 
establishment of other post-oflices 


Pera, February 5, 1904. 





No. 10. 


oreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 6, 1904 
THE Marquess of Lansdowne has communicated with His Majesty's Ambr 
at Constantinople in regard to the proposal of the t of Indin, forw 
jer of the 20th Januney, that a post office should be established oc howas 
of a native subordinate medical officer. 
‘A copy of Sir N nor's reply is inclosed herewith for Mr. Secrotary Brodrick's 
information. 
Lond Lansdowne sees no objection to the proposal, and he concurs in the opinic 
expressed in the last paragraph of his Excellency’ am, that the Sheikh should 
undertake not to allow the establishment of other post offices 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON. 





No. 11. 


Consul Crow to Sir N. O'Conor.—(Recelved at Foreign Office, February 8.) 


(No, 2. Confidential.) 


Sir, Bussoroh, Janvary 11, 1904. 


THAVE the honour to report that I proceeded to Kowoit on the “ Lawrence" with 
tho Political Resident at Bushire, and arrived there on the Ist instant. ‘The 
“Lawretice” anchored about tyro miles from the town. We approached the shore in 
the launch until we grounded, asd then landed ina small boat and clunbered up the 
steep side of one of the stone breakwaters facing the Sheikh’s house. Muburek, 
accompanied by the members of his household, met us on the foreshore. ‘The Sheikh 














ilt on the seashore, with a row of open 
s, and the Shaikh conducted us to 
of the house, farnished in European 
King and Queen, and that of Her 
was attended Secretary 
ar g print overall 


ton rehief over his 


hand yerapped round. it. He carries 
nd is Feserved and. discreet in his 
: va and bazaars with hin, and thon 
remark 1 
ek 28 as near'Beharn, u place in his territory 
abe ‘= had a small wing with him. The kh deprecated. 
his turbulent a mt come of his went oppaition to 
1 2 oe le object it nr & misguided and al 
able to wive him a satistactory answer. He considered it unlikely that the ‘Turks 
oul Sa the) ar alt Th hintod that Seyyid Talib Pasha was trying to make 
natation by acting as intermodiary betwoon Sadim and the ‘Tarke 
tempt for Turkish methods of pacification and their inability to 

the Arabs. The Vali, be said, had not written to him abo 

E quiries in regan to the Wahabes movement, ho confirmed 
I \ziz ibn Saoud had captured Zalfoo (36 hours from Boreydn), 
y was now practically master of Najd, and would make short 
fi 1A PAmir's power was completely broken, and his 
mn inretrievable. | Tlcre wa ity in Nejd owsng to tho failure of the 
harvest, Carsvane between Koweit and the interior, principally Ateyba, were ou the 
ree di ion uned 

Sharek, though generally etutioux and discroot in expressing his opinion 
ample 1¢ the extent of the Wahabee er —_ ; mu te 
Amite salons. The wish is no doubt father to the thought, It is difficult to 
ee melees we he would lead us to suppose. ‘The 
Bhoikh stated that rtvk fom the El Katr peninsula tothe interior, 
fod that Turkish tnffic ix porely nomi He expresse a 
fatfction at he seement of the dispute wi his nephews i regard t0 the Saba 
fumily antates in Turkey, He regarded the matter ax finished, and anticipated no hite 
the proctes of measuring the properties and assessing their value, 1 informed hit 
T ras willing to atsiat im in smoothing over any dificult which might arito in 
Ig tho Agmeement, and asaurod him that he might rely on the good offices of the 
me ‘a'the matter, ‘The Sheikh complained of no further interference 
lens at F 

eenent ed. Betwecn him and hie 
Sheikdh's own estates in Turkish territory now consist 
Of date gortone at Fao, and 300 jerocbs (875, wcres) at Dowasir, Tain inform 
Fn ee a dutanarigg ground is worth 900 Pa wore, 9 Unt much of 

i Rares must be exceedingly valuable ry 
ae ition collected 1 Polly, Political Resident at Bushire in 1863, 
1 Koweit in the early part of the 


tember, the 
50 aren) 


the Sabah family ¢ of the Porsian Gulf and 
47th century (it cy wore a itbente 


pi 
J; ¢ head of the Khor 

Tower channels of the Sbatt el Amb, and dwelt at Um Kasr, at the b 
Fee ae tc jane 1613 the Bussorak authoritiog attacked aind expellod them 
Pho original Sheikh camo down the Khor Sobieh, between Bubian Island and the 
ailarch with his followers, and settled in the bay known as that of Koweit or Grane. 
ae nthern shore, and there erected w small fort or 


sing the bay he settled on its : 
at, of v e word Koweit is the diminuti The term Grane or Kurn is rather 
Split Geins shore in of to on semblance to the curve formed by 


Dplied to the shore line of tho entire bay, fro 
Ss 2 2 Th Se ine tt was subsequently augmente oe the son sey founder, 
ho tracted more buillings along the seashore as the population increased 

a Tie cama ie clea andl active, and the bazaars extensive. A series of breakwaters 
and shallog docks madeof rough-eut stone blocks stretches along the foreshore, which is 
afccted 10 buat-uilding. The sailors of Koweit are in high repute. Beat. 
Building is their sole industry. Builders were originally brought fru Mawel bt che 
Yocal workmen are now sufficiently skilled to work independently. Wood is imported 
from Malsber "The principal houses are of sane, and the population about. 18,000. 





There is no vegetation nearer than Jehra, which lies about 15 miles aw 
population with provisions. Sheep and goats are impor from 5 Oc 
tees ee cin a ior Ce no r exported from Koweit, as this tra 
8 been deflected to orah. he water ol rom wells near the w 
brackish, but fever is unkn« on : a3 Siig ; ee 
Colonel Pelly rte 3 that ough, inally tr 
had for some years hoisted their ows It was found, however, that the custom 
duties, levied on their exports to Bombay, were more burdensome wh ods sailed 
under an unrecognized flag, than when they were borne Turkish craft. Koweit, 
ae ig trom this foreign pressure, tumed to the Sultan. ‘Tho suzerainty of the 

ports, whether old or recent, was merely nominal, the Arabs acknowledgin he 7 
as we do the 39 Articles, which all eae 


and none remember 
T have, & 
(Signed) F. E. CROW 


India Office to Boreign Office-—( Received February 12. 


THE Under-Secretary of State for Indin i 
= c ndin presents his compliments Under 
Scorutary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Brodrick 
with, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, copy of a telegram 
dated the 11th instant, relative to Koweit affairs, — 


India Office, February 11, 190% 


Inclosure in 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick 
(Telegraphic) ¥. 

Yo 7 telegram of the 3rd Pobruary 

On the 8th January last the Resident in the Persian Gulf z 
ag ’ wit in the Persian Gulf roportod that hho tind 
Visited Kowsit accompanied by Me. Crow. Lo reply to path lglg oh 
himsolf with Sadun Pasha, the Shoikh stated that he had 
and that he bad returned an 
under his protection, 


iebruary 11, 1904 





No. 
ir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.— (Received Februar 


(No. 73) 
My Lond, C i 
nh, Constantinople, February 5, 190) 
naa BS jing despatches Nos, 11 and 3) of the 11 and 2th ultimo n nes 
bad the honone to ten Reports by His Mnjesty’s Consul at Bussorah as to tl 
rupture Detwea Sadun Pasha and the Ottoman authorities. ee ee 
mn the first despatch above montioned, Mr. Crow represented the ( 

: ; OW represented the Otto 
Government as not unwilling to come to terms with Sadun, and_at the date of the 
dispatch of the inelosure in my despatch No, 39 he reported that the military measures 
ins against er were of no very drastic charactor. cS 

rom a telegram from His Majesty's Consul-Gonoral at Bagdad, 
: nsul-Gener clad, dated th 
Vth January, and inclosed also in my lespateh No. 11 of the 11th Ja it would 
seem that the Ottoman anthorities, while not undertakin P notion 
qninst the MounteSk partisans of Sadun with the regulae traps at their disposal, bad 
succeedevl in inoiting against him the powerful tribes of the Shammer and Aniza, an 
that a large combinel fore of these tWbosmen was moving against Sadun.” 

On the 3rd February Mr. Crow informed me by telegraph that Sadun had applied 
to him for ndvice as to making terms ani coming in to Bussorab. In the latter case 
ho asked for a guarantee of safety from the British Consulate. Mr. Crow proposed to 











inform him that the Consulate could not interfere or help him, and to advise him to 
surrender at discretion snd trust the Sultan's clemency. As, however, this Innguage 
might, under certain eventualities, have entailed undesirable responsibility, 1 thou: 
it betier to instroct Mr. Crow to confine himself to advising Sadun that he 
not interfere, and that his best course would probably be to make terms with the 
‘Turks 
i have, &e. 
(Signed) . R, O'CONOR 





do. Ut 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lanxdowne, ~ (Received February 45.) 


My Lond, Constantinople, February 8, 1904, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the translation of a 
telegram, dated the 7th ultimo, which I have obtained confidentially, addressed by the 
‘Amir Abul Azis-ibn-Reshid to the Grand Vizier, repeating his request for the 
authorization of the Ia ont to attack the Sheikh Mubarek, of Koweit, on 
ie ground that he Las attacked and plundered his country, and that he is the tool of 
e ish. 

T understand that no answer has so far been returned to Ibn Reshid, and I feol 
pretty confident that the Sultan will hesitate to encourage any action which is likely 
to encourage further disturbances in districts which are already very troubled. 

Negotiations appear to be on foot between the Sheikh Abdul Houda and the 
Imam, which it is hoped may result in a satisfactory understanding. At the same 
time the Sultan cannot view without anxiety the existing situation of affairs. The 

restless, a large section of the Mountefik ix, or has been 
Mutessarif of Nejd has apparently been compelled to 
t of the opposition he has created among the local 
sheikhs, as shown by the telegram No. 2 herewith inclosed. 
Thave, & 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR, 


Inolosure 1 in No. My 


x Emir of Nejd to the Grand Visier. 
(Vranslation.) 


(Telegraphic.) January 7, 1008. 


WE have already explained, by means of the specinl exissarios charged with 
Prewnting our humble offerings to His Impetial Majesty, that we have never incited 
or invited the relatives or dependants of Mubarok-ce-Sebah to take refuge with us. 
‘As rozards the relations of these people to us, to whom (else) should they resort for 

n For, as we are the faithful subjects of His Majesty, our friends ond the 
fonds of the Caliph are the a 

Mubarek Pasha not only did not assent to our proposals and prayers for the 
Festitution of their property and belongings to theve unfortannte people, but he has 

ed to attack our men and slay and plunder them, ‘This diminishes our power and 
injuriously affects our bonour and prestige amongst the tribes yereas we are still 
ina position to punish him (Mubarek), and to arrest him and hond him over alive to 
the Tmperial Government, but we have been compelled to dofer energetic-action 
Pending the Imperial onders of the Commancier of the Faithful, As for him, he has 
Fecenitly given proof of his relations with and subjection to the English. | In fact, we 
have ascertained beyond doubt that he has been scheming to couclude a Treaty with 
them, and it i certain that cannon and manitions will be given to him by England 
And introduced into the country. It is right the Government should be aware 
of the difficulties and troubles to which this will g in these parts. 

‘Our object being to secure peace and tranquillity, to protect the pilgrim route, to 
rove our fidelity to His Impenal Majesty, and protect our power and prestige from 

inution, while he is stirring up much trouble nnd sedition in theve eountrics—and 

(i751} 





in Nejad 
the Kaaba of our worship from 


in this matter, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 14, 
cikha and Notables of the Nejd Sandjek to the Grand Visier. 


(Translation.) 
(Telegraphie.) January 27, 1904 
THE proceedings of the Mutessnrif Mohammed Talib Pasha are not only 
reducing the sandjak to rain, but will bring the greatest trouble upon the State, 
which is even now beginning to make itself evident. As has happened in the 
Mountefik, s0 in this di nomad tribes, but the settled rayab 
population also, is ready to rise and seek othor abiding-places, for pillage, murder, and 
outrage bave come to be the normal state of 2 
Was it for this that the Imperial 
handed over a faithfut population, with 
spito of the 
to other high authorities, no order has yet come to take from the Mutessarif and 
restore to us our plundered property. Evory ono is mourning the blood of his 
Kinsmen, and no one is suro of his lifo or property. If this tin ‘our complaints 
meet with no attention, 60,000 people, with their families, are ready to rise and sock 
the protection of a foreign State, in order to free ourselves from the oppressions and 
extortions of which we are become the victims. 


, to please Abdul Huda Effendi, 
Jnnds and prop i 
grams which we have sent to the 





No. 16. 
Consul Crow to Sir N. O'Conor—{Received at Foreign Office, February 20,) 


(No. 6. Confidential.) 
Sir, Baron, January 25, 1906 

IN the course of an interview with the Vali to-day I mentionod that I had 
recently visited Kowoit and heard that Sadun Pasha was then ne adiled 
that it was extremely unlikely that Sheikh Mubar 
or countenance his proceedings in any w bitterness 
that the Sheikh’s tolerating his prosenc ullicient protection, 
for, ns long ax ho remained there, Turkish troops could not touch him, He was as 
much out of reach nt John ns he would be at Koweit, and quite safe 
interference 

T naked his Excellency what he expected Mubarek to do in the matter, to which 
he roplied, ® Ho might take him and hand hi T said T thought that 
would be rather a serious breach of the Arab laws of hospitality, and might lend to a 
goncral rising of all the neighbouring tribes, out of sympathy for Sad If his 
presence at Johra meant freedom from inolestation because he was on Kowelt ground, 
it sould clearly be impossible for Mubarok to so far depart fron established Arab 

ike him a prisoner and give him up. I remarked that I had heard 
Sadun had since quitted Jehra and gone further north, where it would doubtless be 
asy for them to catch him. ‘The Vali said it was no easy matter to catch an Arab 
wandering in the desert, where Turkish troops could not follow him. Moreover, 
Seyyed ‘Talib Pusha, neting on instructions from the Porte, had been sent to 
interview him and had found him at Jebel Sinam. Sadun had asked for the Tmperial 
pardon. 

His Excelleney informed me that, when the trouble first began, be anticipated 
Sadun's departure in the direction of Koweit, and had asked the Porte for instructions 
as to how he should act in the event of his proceeding there. Tho Porte mer 
inguired what grounds he had for supposing he would 
indication ns to the cour he should pursue. Any attempt to corner Sad 
merely force him to retuen to Jehra, where they could not follow hirn. 

It is evident that the ‘Turks have no intention of burning their fingers by 
following Sadun into Koweit territory, and it ia also clear, from the V: 5, 


Over to us.” 


custom as to 

















nu 


k is conniving at his escape by allowing him to visit Jol 

bya fall pardon being granted to Sadun, and his settling 

Nasrich, while the blame for the slaughter of tie Turkish troops will 

imbashi and others, who have already paid the penalty for 

‘over, this should not be the case and 

Tehra, his presence there will bea standing irritation to the 

ing Koweit into undesirable prominence. Mubarok is hetween the 

’ If he delivers up Sadun to please the 

Arab susceptibilities seriously, aves him undisturbed at Jehr 

"Tet At Koweit’s being used as an asylum by the Sultan's 


deep sea.” 


L have, &o. 
(Signed) 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 

¢ Under-Secratary of 

IN continuation of this Office letter of the 4th instant, the Unier-Sectatary of 

Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretry of State for Foreign 

Affairs, aud, by direction of Mr, Brodrick, forwards herewith, for the information of 

the Secretary of Stato, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 21st February, 
Toganling Koweit affairs 

India Office, February 22, 1004 


Inclosure in No. 16. 


Goverument of India to Mr. Brodrick 
February 2, 1904. 
1 Februmry. Following from 


(Telographic.) 
ROWEIT 


Kemball : = 
Alleged tologram from  Moubarak to Sultan of Turkey. When at Kowoit I 


hear nothing of this. ‘he information, E beieve, originnted at Bussorab T now learn 
from His Britannic Majesty's Consul at that place that information is not confirmed, 
telegrams from the Sheikh having been sent singe visit of Viceroy trough Busworal.’ 


Your Foruign Secret telegram of the 





No. 17. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne ¢o SirN. O'Conor. 


(No. 06) 
Sir, : 

1 HAVE received your Excellency's des 
to the condition of the country near Kowe 

T approve your advice to His Majesty 
should hold to Sadun Pasha. 


Foreign Office, February 24, 1004. 
patch No. 48 of the Sth instant, relative 


*s Consul at Bussoral as to the lan, 


Lam, &e. 
LANSDOWNE, 





No. 18. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O’Conor, 


Roreign Office, February 24, 1906 

sceived your Excellency’s despateh No, 77 of the Sth instant, relative 

to a request ‘ale Wy 2 ‘Amir of jd that the Turkish Government should permit 
him to attack Sheikh Moubarak of Koweit 

ae tpmery tat gorda apprehend that the Turkish Goverament will give any 


encouragement to the Amir, and the information obtained by your Excellency is, 





12 


perhaps, not of a character which would justify special represe 


time your Excelleney will recollect that a distinct nn . tin 


October 1901, during a time of serious int ces in the interior of 


Arabia, that if His Majesty's Goyerament 
enoubarak from aggressive measures, the 
Mideavour to restrain the Amir of Nejd. 

Tt would seem advisable, then at you should take a suitable opportunity 
reminding the Turkish Government of this understanding, and should intunate thnt as 
His Majesty's Government have recently given r warnings to the of 
Koweit against participating in any insurrectionary movement, they have a right 
expect that the Turkish Government will use their best endeavours to restrain the 

in embarking upon a course ofaction which might endanger the pence 


rage Sheikh 
ernment would, on their side, 


Tam, &e 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE 





No. 19, 


Inaia Office to Foreign Office. (Received Fobrunry 25. 
Sir, India Office, Februury 24, 1904 
IN reply to your letter of the 27th ding the ‘possibility of werious 
disturbances in the neighbourhood of Koweit, I ain directed by Mr. Secretary Brode 
to request that you will draw the attention of the Marquess of Lansdowne to the Vicero 
tolegram of the 11th instant, reporting a warang addressed to the Shoikh by 
Kernball 30 recently as the beginning of Januariy last 
Tt appears that on that occasion Sheikh Moubarak disclain athy with Sadun 
a. Mr. Brodrick is, therefore, inclined to think that a further warning would be 
sary in the absence of more cortain information us to tho Shoikh's 
adun Pasha 


auplicity 


Thavo, &, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY 





No. 20, 
Foreign Office to India Offic. 


Foreign Office, March 1, 1904. 

© laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 24th February, 
vars af possible disturbances at Koweit. 
isdowne concurs in Mr. Brodrick’s opinion that in viow of the warning 
given toShoikh Moubarek by the Political Resident in the Porsian Gulf in January 
laut, to refrain from aggressive action, no further intimation of tho same kind i 
nocessary for the present. 
Tam, &e 
(Signed) H. SANDERSON, 





No. 21 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received March 3. 


THE Under-Secretary of Stat for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwaris herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Vieoroy, dated tho 19th February, relative to the proposed establishment af a post 
office at Koweit 

India Office, March 2, 1904, 


a 














rnment of India. 


India Office, February 19, 1904. 
ordinates! appointed 
aking not to establishment of 





India Office, March 3, 
neo to your letter of the 17th March, 1002, forwarding telegrams 
from Sir N. O'Conor on tie subject of the claims of the Sheikh of Kowei 
Island, I am directed by Mr, Secrotary Brodrick to inclose a copy of a letter from th 
Government of India, the 4th February, 1904 
In considerat he importance which Lord Curmun, after visiting the apot 
with the Nava e in-chief, attaches to this question, Mr. Brodvick desires 
Again to bring the matter bofore the Marquess of Lausdowne for hin consideration. 
=F E: T have, &¢ 
Signed A, GODLEY 


Bir, Fort William, Februa 04 

IN his Secret despatch, dated the 17th Deoomber, 1503, his Excellency the Vieeroy 

briefly mentione nt visit to Koweit and the Khor Abdalla, and tbe prospects 

of tho sh , 

the honour to address you in greater detail on the aubject 

2, Tt will bi the recollection of His Majesty's Government that carly in 19) 

it was reported th Turks bad established a post at thy head of the Khor Abdulla. 

‘The Comma: Majesty's Ship “Sphinx,” who was sent to inquire into the 

matter, visited the locality botwe Lith and’ tho Wth Februsey, and reported that 

in addition to a position which they lad oceapiel at Um Kasr, the Turks hnd, for the 
previously, stationed a force of some twenty men on the 


of this waterway asa future possible railway torminus, We now have 


piyan Island. ‘This unwarranted encroachment was at 

positions seized, and it was proposed by the Viceroy that the Turks xhould 
be told that they must at once leave Bubiyan, even if no protest wore offered 
figainst the occupation of Um Kase. On the 26th March, Lord George (am 
telegraphed that it was considered inadvisable to raise inritating discussion 
the movements of Turkish troops to pluces to which the Sheikh's title wo 
difficult to prove, and it was oxplained that His Majesty's Government did.» 
obstruct the prolongation of the Bagdad Railway to the Gulf, whether at Koweit 
elsewhere. It was added, however, that their assistance w ue be condit: ; 
British capital recelving, in respect of construction, materials, and management, a1 
Teast equal shares with any other Power. In the event, no action vas taken to assert 
tho Chief's claims beyond nn intimation to the Porte that thelr action was reganied as 
constituting n dist of the astatur quo, and that the ocoupation of the places in 
question could not be regamled as in nay way prejudieing the Sheikh’s rights and 
Authority over thom, aud the Turkish posts still remain at Um Kasr and Al Geit, 

iey were then established. 

The importance of the question lies in its relation tw the future probable 
terminus of what is known as the Bagdad Railway. Article T of the Convention 
dated the 21st January, 1902, betwee 1 


urkish Government and the prom 
this enterprise, provides that the 


way shall rux from Zobeir to a point on 





ub 


an Gulf to be determin mnt ment between the Otte 
mpany, and there appears to. he ¢ that the Turkish’ a 
ores of Khor Abdulla and th ubiyan was designed to e 
aires to secure, without referer is Government, what 
nized by the German Bugin 
ged to be, the most suitable termin 
line is now, we understand, in course of can 
and no arrangements have been made, as fat as we in respect 
of the railway from Konia to the Persian Gulf for soouring the condition 5 
Majesty's Government contemplated that equality of treatment should be secured for 
Britiah capital, 

4. During his recent tour in the Gulf the Viecroy personally visited the K 
Abdulla, in company with the Naval Commandor-in-chiof on the East Indies Station, 
and the result af the inspection was to confirm the view which we previously enter 
tained of the importance of the Khorand of the superiotity of its shores, for the jurpos 

railway terminus, y of the sites in the inimodiato neighbourhood of Koweit 
which nye previously claimed attention. On board the “Lawrence,” their 
Excellonoies passed up the channel to the anchorage below the junction of Khor 
Zobcir with Khor Um Kase, and except at the eastern ond of Warba Island, where 
there is a bar with a depth o} depth of 4} fathoms 

obtained throughout, The anchorage is some 3 milos from Um Kase post, and the 
banks of the channel are sufficiently high to provide a firm and convenient landing 
place. To tho south of the Warba Island li water with plenty of 
depth ani room for o, to which Hen al Willes refers in paragraph, 
50 of hix letter, dated the 8th Decomber, 1903, to the Secretary to the Admiralty, of 
which we inclose a copy 

Owing to tho length of the channel and ite capacity for easy land or submarine 
dofonces, o port in either of these localities would be absolutely safe from any attack 
from the seaward. 

Wo have alrendy intimated in our Secret despatch, dated the 21st January Inst, 
that the remarks of the Naval Commander-in-chiet in parageaph 51 of this lotter were 
written under a ropresent the political position, 
It is not necessary het into account. 

5. In our Secrot despatch, dated the 4th February last, wo have mentioned thy 
probable antagoniam of German interests (o our own in this quarter and the attitule 
which, in our opinion, she opted towands the designs of other nations in ‘Turkish 
Arabia, and we consider that no time should be lost in endeavouring to reteiove ao far 
ts may still bo possible the position which we have so seriously endangeral by 
acquiesconce in these encroachments. So far ax concerns Um Kasr and the neighbor 
ing mainland, the claims of the Sheikh of Koweit do not appear to have becn strong. 
But whatever may have been their validity, it would be difficult, and wo would uot 
now propose to try, to induce the Turks’ to abandon the occupation which for the 
past year they have been permitted to maintain, ‘The case of Bubiyan Island we 
rognti a entirely different. Here we consider that the Sheikh has claims which oan 
bo nustained alike with better reason, with greater prospect of success, and, owing to 
ils insolar position, with smaller risk of subsequent embarrassment to ourselves, In 
February 1902, our Political Resident in the Persian Gulf reportod* that Sheikh 
Mobarwk had addrossad to him written communication in which he advanced bis 
claim to the island, and asiorted that the Avazom tribe, who are his subjects, lind 

thore since tho occupation of Koweit for seven months during the summer of cach 
your, and hal established fishing inclosures on the island. Colonel Keraball royranted 
the protension ag valid, and a like view appears to have been held by iis Brita 
Majonty's Ambassador at Constantinople, who a few days later telecraphodt to tho 
Marquess of Lansdowne that the Consul at Bussorah considered the Sheikh’s claim to 
the inland to be good. Sir Nicholas O'Conor, however, axpressodt the opinion that 
there was no object in raising a conflict about Bubiyan Island while leaving th 
in possession of Um Kasr. Und the Ambassador then been in possession of the infor- 
nation which jp now available, we believe that he would not have entertained 
view. With the shores of the mainlaind and of Bubiyan island in the possession of a 
single Power, the anchorages balow Um Kasr and st Warba Island can at nny time be 
converted into an impregnable harbour: and even if the day is still distant whon the 

* Pobrusry 28, 1902, Sie N O'Conoe, No. 93, March 16, 1902 
Sir NO,Coaor, No. Bo, March 11, 1902 

















banks of the Khor Abdulla are likely to be armed with foreign forts or hatter 
Yided occupation by n German Railway Company of a potentially in 
Rot calculated to conduce to the ent ut cither of British commercial prosperity 
Sr of British political prestige. Supposing, hawover, that we areable to make good Sheikh 
Mabar 0 ¢ place ourselves in a position to establish, at the north 
end of Bubiyan Island, a post which would co: ly the anchorage but also the 
Approaches up the Khor Abdulla, and we ai ia manner 
our parayiount interests demand, our right to participate in all arrangements rela 
tive to the pn ve terminus of the Anatolian Railway. itional argument, 
if any is needed, in favour of strengthening our position ; perhaps, be 
found in the fact that the Khor is used ne a plage of refuge by the 
Turkish Government is unable to control, and who, a 

Report of the Forsian Gulf for 1902-1903, commit pirncies Th. 

6 His Majesty's Government have never admitted the Turkish claim to the island, 
and have, indeed, protexted against the interference with the status quo involved in the 
seins: of a post at Al Geit, where, prior to the month of Febraary 10002, the Turks 
iad nover pr: to exercise an authority even of the most shadowy description, 
And whero the 
Wore informed hy Lond George Hamilton® that the British Government would resist a 
Turkish advance on the Kowsit side of Subbiyeh, ‘This place is separated only by a 
Shannol from the southern end of Bubiyan Island; and the claims of the Sheikh to 

positions sec to us to be : 

7. The proposal accordingly which wo submit for your consideration is that the 
Porto should now be informed that we are unable ht to maintain 
& station on Bubiyan, and should bo requested to withdraw thoir + while at the 
Samo time wo should establish a post on bebalf of Sheikh Mubarak on tho northern 
end of tho island opposito to the southern anchorage. ‘The Sheikh has always ungod 

is claims to this island, and during the Vieeroy’s vixit to Kowoit he repeatedly asked 
Why the Turks woro not compelled to evacuate both Bubiyan and Um Kasr which 
clonged to him. He has sevoral boats, and could easily with amall support from us 
Provent Turkish troops from crowing the Khor Subbiyeh or channel betwoon Bubiyan 
And the mainland on the west. Should His Majesty’ Government doom it advisable 
fo spare tho Sultan's susceptibilities by the adoption of m less pronounced course of 
Action, wo think it possible that our object might be sceured by intimating that we 
Tegard ubiyan Island as belonging to the Sheikh, and that unless the Turkish force 
fs Withdrawn, we shall bo constrained to support establishing a post on the 
Rorther shore to balance the ‘Turkish posts at Um Kasr and Al Git. In this ease the 
‘Turks would probably retire, and the island would remain unoccupied. Tho Sheikh 
Would then resume possession, and it would only romain for ua to carry out hereafter 
Mich furthor measures ax might be necessary for the maintenance of our legitimate 
Interests, 


arrison now consists of some six men. On the xame occasion we 


We have, &o. 
(Signed) y 

KITCHENER, 

f. RALEIGH. 

E. B-G. LAW. 

E.R. ELLES. 

AT. ARUNDEL. 
DENZIL IBBETSON, 





Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—{ Received March 7.) 


(%o. 132.) 

My Lent Constantinople, February 20, 1904, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 77, Confidential, of the Sth’ instant, 

Fespecting the general unrest among the Arab tribes, I have the honour to state that 1 

rectived  tologram from His Majesty's Consul at Basta on tie 26th instant reporting 

that the Amir of Nejd had approached to within about four days’ distance from 


© Tolograpbie, April 8, 1902. 





but that the Vali, acting o » the Grand Vizier, had warmed: 


r. Crow added that the Sheik 
and that the latter was making up tc 


an seemed to have quarrelledy 


Lhave, &, 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 





Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquest of Lansdowne—(Received March 17.) 


(No. 164.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, March 9, 1904 
ITH reference to Mr. Whitehead’s despatch No. 43 of the 27th danoary, 1903, 
resyecting the attack on one of His Majesty's ship * Lapwing’s” boats, I have the 
to transmit herewith copies of despatehes received from His Majesty's Consul-Gen 
Bagdad, which show the very unantisfhctory nature of the judicial proceedings takin 
T have accordingly caused a tokrir to be addressed to the Porte, remonstrating strong 
against the wtiitude of the authorities, and T have the honour ¢ transiat 
the Memorandum, 
L have, fo 
O'CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 2 


ConsuloGenerat Newmarch to Sir N, O' Conor 
(No. 839/68.) 
Bir 3. “ Comet,” December 16, 1908 
1 FAVE the hon the 2ad June, 1903, 
about the case of His Majesty's ship “Lapwing,” one of whose crow 
encounter with some pirates near Bussorah in September 1902 
From inquiries mude from the Judge of the Bidayat Court at Ba 
that the Crimionl Courts at Bussorah are subordinate to the Courts 
purposes of reforence and review, ‘hough appeals from the 
canes go 10 Constanitinoyle, Tt appears that 
ppeal, but in orer to get a higher legal opinion on certain points, th perhaps, 
Fen! object was delay. ‘The care came on for hearing at Bagdad’ in Pabruary last 
(1903), and was returned to the Bussorah Court by the Court of 
Bigdad, io order that certain alleged deficiencies in th 


present care was referred to Baydad, not 


proceedin 
The case again came before the Bagrtad Cou V5th Joly, 1903, ani the prom 
returned to Bussorah with the request that th at Bossorah 


take the Commander of the 


dingy were ay 

ould ask His Britannic Majesty’s Consul at that place 

Lapwing” to the Court, in order to supply the following information 
(1.) ‘The full namo of the seaman who was shot, hin & 

} the particulars of the bullet wound 

be given in Court) of perso.'s who were on 


nd bis nationality, 
os they stood on the muster roll of the * Lapwing 
he received, and the corroborating evidev 
bourd and witnessed the occurrence 
2.) An explanation of the Commander of the * Lapwing” as to why he did not 
show the body of the deceased seaman to the Mudir at Fao, and why he did not have it 
examined by the quarantine authorities thore with the usual procaationary measures to 
avoid contagion, 
(3.) The Bussorah Court was to send to the Bagdad Coort the seal found in one of 
that were seized by the * Lapwing 
asked me if in these circumstances he should sign the proceedings, and 
1 said be should do so, with the remark that in his opinion the case was being very much 
prolonged 
‘This was om the 16th J 
3. On the 2tat July, Britannic Majesty's Consul ot Bussorah told 
te that it was not quite clear why the case had been referred to the ‘Chambre des 
Mises on Accusation” at Bag ight have been ‘0 referred at 








the desire Prosecator, who 2 he decision 
of the Mustantak, rp e Minister of 
Justice at € suggestion of the 
Embassy 

4. On the 28th 
from tive C 


ber, 1903, Lingaired 
| but tecsived 00 
24th October, 1903, the Vali of Bagdad informed me that the case would be 
red by the Baglad Court on the 28th Ostober, aad ou that day my dl 
sl the Court. ‘The Judge of the Court. then informed him that, si 
of the case, a Circular had wived from the Minister of Justice at 
fect that the papers rict Courts, hitherto sent for examina 
First Instance of all vilayets in ominions, should 
the Courts of Appeal of their resi nnd that, there 
the papers in tho “ Lapwing” case had heen transfereed to the Court of Appeal, and 
pplication would be made by the Court of Appeal for tho attendance of « Consular 
Officer on some future date 
Since then I have heard nothing further of the cm 
+. 1 ann unable to follow the lezal procedure in thie case, or to say by what motives it 
isactuated, but I think it well to lieing the matter to your Exoelleney's notice, in case it 
should call for any further action. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) L. 8. NEWMARCH, Major, 
Political Rerident in Turkish Arabia, and His dritannic 
Majesty's Consul-General, Bagdad. 


Inclostire 2 in No. 24 
Consul-General Newmarch to Sir N. O'Conor, 


Baydail, January 9, 1904 

I HAVE the honour to address you, in continuation of my slexpatch No, 839/08, 
dated the 16th December, 1903, regarding the case of His Majesty's sbip “ Lapwing: 

2, This eave again enne on for hearing at Bagdad on the 6th instadt ia the Branch 
Court attached to the Court of Appeal for testing charges in eases referred to it ftom 
District Courts for legal opinion. L attach herewith the Repott of my Dragoman on the 
hearing of the caso, and have no hesitation ia now coming to the conclusias that the object 
OF the agdad Court is the frustration of justice, and that this object i so apparent ak 00 
be entirely scandalous. 

I hav 
(Signed) 
Political Resident in Turkish Ara 


L, 8 NEWMAROM, Major, 
and Hit Britaanic 
Mojesty's Consul-Generul, Bagdad. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 24 
Dragomon's Report respecting the Case of His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing," 


THE members, after discussing the points in the proceedings taken, came to the eon 
lusion that the following deficiencies essentially required should first be supplied before an 
pinion leaving to judgment ean be offered — 

1, The no0-¢ oof respectidg the wunter of the man belonging to His 
Majesty's ship. “Lapwing,” because the Commander of tint: ves! hat only” simply 
Feported the matter to the Madir at Fso, without showing the déad body to bo-exumined 
the proper authorities with sanitary pre 

‘The non-appearance and trial in Court of Yousi(-bin-1brabim, who is sald to buve 
Boue to Mecca. 

3. ‘The nov-appearance ia Court of the ten witnesses who have been duly susinoned 
from Koweit, but the citations were returned unserved. ‘Their evidence hus, however, 
been taken dcwn by the British Consul at Bussorah aud furnished to the Vali there, and 


(i761) 





subsequently by the Cadi of Koweit, but such evidence given outside the Ottoman Courts 


cannot be legally accepted. 
That, therefore, under iis de cocas'ary thal Betkeripn 
Jhould be stayed until the above deficie plied and proofs elicited 
(S.gned) JAMES THADDEUS. 
Jonuary 6, 1904 


Inclosure 4 in N 
Memorandum by Sir N, O'Conor communicated to the Ottoman Government. 


(Translation.) 
ON the 12th Kanun-Sani, 1319 (26th January, 1903), n takrir wax addressed from 
this Embassy to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, stating that an encounter took place in 
Soptomber 1318 (1902) between a bont of His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing” and pirates in 
Bussorah waters, the said His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing” having been dispatched for the 
pursuit of pirates in those waters, in which encounter n British seaman was killed. Tn this 
tukrir, the altentidh of the Grand Visier was called to this important matter, andl it was 
roquoated that prompt measures sl 
of the offenders 
Phe matter was rete 


ald be taken for the prosecatiorand proper punishment 
1 from the Ministry of the Interior to the Ministry of Justice, 
by whom the necessary orders were telegraphed to the judicial authorities at Bagdad, 
‘These authorities not giving due ottention to the contents of the communications which 
have passed at various dates between the Grand Vizier und the Ministry of Justice, nor to 
the evident importance of the affair, almost the whole of the last year and a-balf hax boea 
spent in useless o 

Now, immediately after the affair, the local Juge d'Instruction, with the sanction and 
consent of the Vali of Bussorah, went oa board the above-mentioned His Majesty's ship 
“Lapwing” and took down the depositions of the officers and acamen who had been in the 
boat on the ocoaxion, 

His Majesty's Embassy has heard with regret and astonishment that the “Chambn 
de Mises on Execution” at Bagdad has given a Decree stoppin inst the 
priine movers of the affair, Yousuf-bin-Ibeahim and two nephews of the Sheikh of Koweit, oa 
the grounid that these depositions cannot he acceptes which to order 
prosecution, ‘This Decree is to be sant in a Report of the Provecutor to 
the Cour de Casnation at Constantinople for revisio that the * Chambre 
Mises en Exécution ” has consilered ax invalid the evidence given, with the consent a 
tinction of the Vali of Bussorah in the presence of the Juze d'fastruction on boar: 
Majesty's ship, of which one of the crew hus been murdered, 
cannot rogurd us satisfactory this Deoree of the * Chambre de Mi 
decision to be afterwards given by the Cour de Cassation, and requests that the matter 
may be submitted to the Grand Visier, xo that the n orders may be given for the 
proper punishusent to be inflicted, administratively oF otherwise, on the 

don the other guilty parties 





Consut Crow to Sir N. O'Conor—(Received at Foreign Office, Mare 
(No. 9.) 
Bir, Bussorah, February 24, 1904. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 65, Confidential, of the 15th September last, 
ba Ivo the honour to report that the survey of the Sabah family estates in Turkish 
territory, which was held in excention of the Agreement of September last, mentioned 
in the above despatch, preparatory toa division of the properties, was completed last 
wook, and Haji Mansur Chelebi, the Sheikh of Koweit's representative in the matter, 
returned to Bussorah, 

T have, see 
(Signes) F. , CROW. 

















oreiga Office —(Reeeived March 22.) 


T f 1c for India presents his compliments to the Under 
feartay of is ie ead action ot Mr. Secretary Brodick, 
forwards herewit the in the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
a letter from the Foreign Secretary, Calew ted the 11th Februnry, relative to the 
disturbances amongst the Montefik Arabs and the movements of Sadun Pasha. 


India Office, March 21, 1904 
—_— 
Inclosure 1 in No, 26. 


Diory of the Political Resident in Turkish Arabia for the fortnight ending January Lt, 1904 


(Extmet.) 

T HAVE heard on good authority that the Shammar and Aniza tribes, r7 
Vereditare enemies, have Intely become reconciled and aro moving in large numbers 
(10,000 Ariza and 6,000 Shammar) in the direotion of Bussorah on the west side of the 
Bujhrates. ‘The Tarks having failed to catch Sadoon (Intely in rovolt) with their own 


troops under Muhammad Pasha, may have bribed or incited these two tribes to destroy 


him and his following. 
“AL the samme time, more Turkish troops have been sent: from here in the direction 


of Buworab, and it inny be that the ultimate object of the combined movement is 
towards Koweit. 1 have informed His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople of 
this nows. 

Muhammad Pasha, who went in pursuit of Sadun, bas be Med and is im 
isgmes here, It is sald that he is related to Sadun by marriage (I believe this is 
true}, and therefore did not seriously try to catch him. Mubammad Pasha is the 
Beit officer the Turks have got in th fine horwoman and a hard 
Man—a Circassian by birth and at ove time in the Russian Guard, probably as a cadet 
oF with an honorary commission 


ee 


Inclosure 2 in No. 26. 


Licatenant-Colonet Kenball to Government of India 
Bushire, Janvory 29, 1904. 

r e, | have tl honour to forward, for 

WITH reference to p spondence, 1 onour te forward fr 

the ee erent tne Gaverument of India, copy of letter No, 6, dated 25th instant 
Fi nformation eee to. Sit N, O'Gonor, Constantinople, by His Majesty 


Yonsul, Hussorah, regarding Koweit affairs 
}, Bussorab, regarding K: 
(Signed) ©. A. KEMBALL. 


eS 
Inclosure 4 in No. 26, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India 


Sir, Bushire, January 8, 1904. 

 C HAVE the honour (o report that having heard that Sadun Pasha, Sheikh of 
the Monteik tribe, who, as the Government of Indin has probably heant, is now in 
Gifficulties with the Turks, and for the capture of whom aconsiderable fore of Turkish 
troops is wow concentrated at Zobeir, had fled to the neighbourhood of Koweit, 
thought it mivisable to. proceed to Koweit to warn Sheikh Mubarak not to involve 
himedlf in any way with the matter in hand between Sheikh Sadun and the Turks. 
I thought itthe more advisable to do this, as I had heard that the Turks were 








inel without any reasonable cause, tu attribute Sheikh Sadun's tions attitude 
to Mubarak’s intrig 


ne—(Receiond April 11.) 
Mr. Crow, His Britannic Majesty's Consul at Bussorali, accompanied me to I owl 


and we saw Sheikh Mubarak together. He informed us that Sheikh Sadun wae a ‘i eribo. 
some 36 miles from Koweit, and had applied to him for protection, but that he hall " Meterinn itn es elt tO 
no syinpathy with him. considering that he had behaved foolishly in getting himnselll w Lada ga caer shat Na 
into trouble with the Turks, and he had not, therefor , sent him a favourable reply. f . . PY, 107. of th 
Sheikh Mubarak confirmed the information which had reached me to the sihedl oe i or Thad Shion 
that Abdul Aziz Thn Saood hnd defeated Ibn Rashid’s people ured Zalfi, a 9 atate sthuther T had any reason 
place near Horeyda, a rament would be more complian 


desp 107 of 


for th 
pre 





Views of the Goverament of India, 
local situation of affairs acquired 
Khor Abdulla, I have no hesitation 
ae has in 1902, any 
- The Marquexe of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor By the Vie " & we i ny 
ai lain a 1 ¢ 
the Sheikh of Ko : 
1 do not con in fac 


aequired as to the stra na general importance tho Minister 


uy despatch Ne {the lst April, 


Foreign Ojfce, March 2 

I TRANSMIT to your Excelleney herewith copy of a letter from the 
forwarding a deapatch from tho Government of India on the subj th 
by Turkish military posts of certain positions on the waterway of the Kh 
Which are considered to bo of great importance in connection with the 
of the projected Bagdad Railway to the Persian Gulf, and of the claims ¢ 
of Koweit to the distriots in which they arc situated 

The Governinent of India do not “propose to contest the Turkish occupation of for I 
Um Kasr on the mainland to which, in theit opinion, the claius of tho Sheikh are nok 
ftrong; but your Excellonoy will observo that in the final paragraph of the despatcht 
It is suggested that Hix Majesty's Government shall takesitch moastires as will procure 
tt withdrawal of Turkish troops from Bubian Island with the object of establishing 
and maintaining posts there on behalf of the Sheikh, 

‘The proposal ix substantially sirmtlar to that in regard to which your Exe 
in 1902 exprossed an adverse opinion, 


is from upholding 
P for Foreign Affairs, repor dah i 
gs ject, and reminding tho Minister 
with regard to Bubian as well ag 
maintensnce of the status quo, of 
it would be dificult 19 use the 
1 to occupy a port on the 
{ Shoikh Mubarak. I can, however, urge tho 
and compliin of the continued main 

hh-cast corner of the island, and pi 
nonths, it iv found that my represonta- 
adopt the alternative course 
g to the Porto that unos 
vained to. support the Shoikh in 
fact that the number. of Tutkish soldiers 


1 nee 
eign Affair 
to Umkasr, but 
Which the occupation 
Matus quo argument if 
northern ead 
Porte not to lose sight of my 7) 
tenance of o Turkish milita 
for its withdrawal. If, aft 
tions have produced to ¢ 
gested in the Governme 
¢ Turkinh in withdr 


The grounds on which that opinion formed are given in your telegrant 
». 80 of the 11th Maroh, 1002, in tho 4th paragraph of which you state :-— 

“Tho Ottoman Governmont will, am xuro, refuse to oracuate Bubian for any 
Feasons we can nt prosont prefer, and to mest with n rebuif would bo unplossang 
while to be obliged to drive thom out would be equally 40.” H 

Tho Government of Tndia urge that at the timo when this opinion was givon Lassies 
the strategic importance of a military post at the northern ond tr Bubian Taland The whole force will be removed, in all probability, before very long, 


t south-cast corner has gradually been redu 
yee ther indicates that if the question bo allowed to lie dormant 

Fen cert et an in eed he coablighod. ‘Thi, hewover, leaves th 

oman Goverment: i my nt, horefory, be ought adn ti any ene, 

Before further discussing the question I should wish to learn whother your will bo well to ascertain bore move in th satar whether the sx 

Excolleney has any ground for anticipating that tho attitude of the Turkish Govern. Toportod as stationed on th rages if cot. of contee, fail te motion that tt question 

ment would be mos pliant in present circumstances than you anticipated nt the Thave oaly to add that the Porte will not, of course, Hin Majesty's ¢ 

time when your telegram abave quoted was weilten of Umknsr and Bubian Island are regarded very differently by His Maj 


ri hat 

Tam, & Ment, aul they will draw the conclurion that ia pressing for the evacuation of the 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. military post on the lntter, while saying nothing about 7 
Abandon Sheikh Mubsrak’s claim to Umkasr 


in the course of two 


had not fully beon realized 

Tt may, on the othor hand; bo argued that at the prosoat momont forcible: 
gjoctment of a Turkish foreo from a post on the coast of the Porsian Guif wool he 
even moro inopportune and inconvenient than in 1902 


in pressing for the evacnatic 





I have, & . 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 





ee The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. 0 =a 
Sir Foreign Office, March 29, 1904 Ser ad anette 
LHAVE recoived your Excollency's despatch No. 164 of tho Sth instant, relative to Bir N. O'Conor to the Marquees of Laansdowne—{Received April 18.) 
the present condition of the judicial prococdings arising out 1 Koweit 
last year, during which one of the crew of His Majesty's ship “Lapwing” was killed, (Wo. 262 UR Or 
Tappnive the ction taker By you ix romonstrating against the unsatistacuory My Lord 5 as 1 tha TH ee eS 
attitude of the authorities in this matter WITH reference to my despatch No. 11 of the 11th January. 1 have the honour te 
transmit herewith copy of a despatch which T have rocaived from His Majesty's Consul 
(Signed) ANS at Bussorah, reporting: that Abdul Aziz-bin-Saoud had again commenced op 


Against Nejd. 











(20th January, 1904 


rated by the Sheikh of Kon 
against the Asnir 





ir, 
WITH reference to your I he arch 

of Lansdowne to tranamit to you, to bo laid bef 
cory of a dspateh to His Majeste's Amt 

proposals of the Government ia with regard to th the Sheikh 
Kowelt to Bubian Island and Uakase 5 ee 
A copy of Sir N, O'Conor's reply is 
rd Lansdowne would be glad to b 

on his Excollency's 7 


i alin, r 
ticular attont i = 
particular attention to the proposal that whether any 


Turkish soldiers actually romain on Bubian 


gestions for 


. VILLERS 





India Office to Forcign Office —(Received April 21.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for Indi ib comps 

ute for India presents bis compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Forcign Affairs, and, by direction of Mts, Se rick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, ene Pg stick, 
from the Viceroy, dated the 19th April, relative to m reported 
a relative of Xbn Rashid, by Abdul Azismel-Sand, 


India Office, April, 20, 1904. 


copy ef a te 
feat of Huse 





Brodrick. 
April 19, 1904 

esident in the Persian Gulf, letter 

Josed & communication from’ Abdul 

upon H Jorad, # near relative and 

m the 7th February last, which 

Fevulted E J t n of his whole force, viz., 300 

Bien of Haye! and 100 pates that Abdul Aziz-el-Sand 
will | to attack Ibn Rai 





India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received Aj ) 


1 7 r sonts hia compliments to the Under 
Bietary Peige Aff Y direction of Mr, Secretary Brodeick 
nation of the Seoratary of State, copy of 
a April, to the claims of the 


1904 


Inclosure in No, 
fr. Brodrick nent of Indi 
(olowmnphic.) April 22, 1904. 
BUBIAN Ish 
Aibussad Forvign Secret of the 

ns that olaim by His Majenty's 

of Sheikh of Koweit will bo resented 
Ho pointa out that the ocoupation 
ry to the 


Jonstantinop 


Mth February last sinunk 
& went that the island in th 

Porto as strongly now 190: 

& bebalf of the Sheik " nd wont conte 

ntation made to thi 

4, dated the Ist April, 1902). He thinks, 

s for the withdrawal of the Turkish post from 


leas the Turkish force ie withdrawn He 
Soupation has been reduced fr to six daring the last two years je 
Turks as practical abandonment by His Majesty's Government 
Shoikh of Koweit to Um Kase. Please let mo have your opinion 
®n Sir N. O'Conor's views and report whether Turkish troops are still on island, 





No. 3 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 27.) 


THE Secretary of State for India pri his compliments to the Under 
erolary of Affairs, and, 1 of Mr, Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, enpy of inclosures in a 
letter frox Pe eretary, Caleutta, dated the 24th March, relative to Koweit 
Aifains, 7 


Tnctia Office, April 2, 1904. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 34. 


Liewtenant-Colonet K to Government of India. 
on Bushire, March 4, 1904. 
WITH reference to my letter dated the 15th October, 1903, E have the honour 

forward, for the information of the Government of In ‘a despatch addreaselh 
by His Majesty's Consul at Bussorah to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constam 
Hinople, reporting the completion of the survey of the Sabab family estates in Turks 


Inclosuro 2 in No, 34, 


Consul Crow to Sir N. O'Cono 
(No. 9) Bussorah, February 24, 1904 

WITH reference spatch No. 65, of the 15th September last 
I have the honour to report that the survey of the Sabah family estates in Turkisl 
territory which was held, in « Agreement of September last, mentioned} 
in the above despateh, preparatory to a division of the properties, was comploted las 
week, and Haji Mansur Chelebi, the Sheikh of Koweit's Representative in the matteng 
returne 


tny Confidential 


to Bussorab, 


Inclosure 8 in No. 34 
Liewtenant=Colonel Kemball to Government of India 


lwshire, March 4, 19 

1 HAVE the bonoar te forward, fr the tafornation of the Corerament of Todi 
copies of telegrams which have passod between His Britannic Majesty's Ambassadol 
at Constantinople aod His Britannic Majesty's Consul at Busiorah, in connectioll 
with the sentence passed by the Turks oo the Chief of Koweit's Ageot, andl 
recurding the movement of the Amir of Nj and Shelkh Sadun’ relations with Shei 


The nA wore Feecived by me by post from Me, Crow 


Tnelosure 4 in No. 94. 


Consul Crow to Sir N. O' Conor 
(No. 10.) 
*Pelogenphie.) 

THE Sheikh of Koweit's 


orders were sent from Co 


Bussorah, February 16, 190% 
brought back from the lnzaretto to-day, of 
delay his removal, 


Agent wa 
tantinople ti 


Inelosure 5 in No. 4. 
Sir N. O'Conor to Consul Crow. 


(Telegraphic,) 
WITH reference to your teleg 
Agent. 
The Minister of Justice has bei 
of it at Bassorah, 1 have 
the Grand Vizier in repeatiy 
Tnform me if be has bee 


Constantinople, February 16, 1904. 


‘Whe sentence on the Shickh of Koweit's 


m No. 6 


n requested by the Porte to arrang 


for the executis 
J that he should be pardoned, atandl 


nd, at my instances 





Inclosure 6 in 


Consul Crow to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 11.) 
(felegraphic.) Bussorah, February 24, 1004. 
FROM information received, the Amir marched to within about four days’ journey 
from Koweit. 
‘The Grand Vizier telegraplied to the Vali, who wrote and 
Sadun and Mubarek appear to have split; the former is now ir 
the Amir 


ned him to keep away 
communication with 


ara SE 


Inclosure 7 in No. $4 


Lieutenant-Cotonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Bushire, March 4, 190: 
Sheikh Mubarck of Koweit haa sent to 


1 HAVE the honour to report that 
“El-Leva,” which bas been sent 


& cutting yptian newspaper, the 

to him 
‘The extract referred to, of which a translation is inclased herewith, purports to be a 
letter written by Mubarck to Abdul Rahnan-cl-Saood, which the editor says was inter. 
Tha Rashid and communicated to him by s respectable person residing at 


from an f 


‘Mabarek, in communicating the newspaper cutting to me, writes that he is much 

Annoyed by the persistence shown by his enemies in writing faire reports about hit for 

@ purpose of creating mischief. He says that he wrote no such letter to Abdul 
man, 

[thiok it worth while to forward this communication, as it is of interest in connection 
With the report, which I believe originated in Bussorali, and for which I understand there 
is'po foundation, regarding the propitintory telegram said to have been sent by Mubarck 
to the Sultan after the Viceroy's visit to Koweit 


Inclosure 8 in No, 84, 


Extract from the El-Leva" of December 16, 1903. 
(Translation.) 

1 HAVE received a letter from the just King—the King of England—saying that 
his high Minister, who is the Governor-Geners! of Lodia, is coming to visit our country, 
and will write » Treaty between me and him, and will assist me when necessary, and will 
Femove the hands of the Turks from me and sbut up their mouth. It appears from their 
devire that there is nothing prejudicial, but everything beneficial for us. A letter bus 
come to me from Curzon Pasha that he would come to our side at the end of Shaban. 
You should get ready, or get one of your sons ready, who should have full power to sign 
Any document regarding our allegiance 

T bave obtained a promise from them (the British Government) that they would 
assist us by men and moncy, so that the country of the Arabs may be free from the Turks, 
After making arrangement with the English we will do the same among ourselves aud fix 
the boundares between yourtelf and myself for the territory which we may get from 
Hoffer, which is four days distant from Koweit, ou the west, and all that which extends 
towards the east to Irak, and do what we can to get ourselves free from the Turks, For 
You from Huffer from the west to Damascus and Hedjax a well as Yemen, ond all that 
‘Which is on the Oman (Arab) Coast 

Anything in the shape of money and arms they will give us to enable us to draw the 
Arabs towards us. I hope that God will by this means make possible the safety of the 
Islam, the existence of the country, and the releaso from the hands of the mischief 
makers. 

‘A word for the present and for the future has passed between me and the messenger 
of the English Government which will gladdea you. Once you come, you will see things 
Which your friends will be glad to see. 





751] 





No. 35. 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received April 28.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 27th April, relative to the claims of the Sheikh of Koweit 
 Bubian Island and Umkasr. 


India Office, April 28, 1904, 


{nclosure in No. 35. 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick, 
phic.) P. 
BUBIAN Island ; Your telegram of the 22nd April 
| have instructed Resident in Persian Gulf to ascertain whether any Turkish troops 
are stillon the ialand, Please see paragraph 5 of our despatch of the 4th Fel 
last for statewent of Government of India's case. Acquiescence in Turkish 
of Uimkasr has weakened claim of Sheikh of Koweit to the place. ‘Turks, apparently in 
atus quo, have constructed a considerable fort there. T did not suppose 
Sheikh’s claim to Umkasr w His Majesty's Goveramont in 
were only prepared to resist Turkist: ailvanice on Subieh ; moreover, Sheikh's claim 
to the place is based mainly on his ancestral cunneetion with it, which ceased in the 
17th contary 
As regards Bubian Island, Mubarak’s olaim in far stronger, while the claims of the 
ition, are much weaker. Further, there is substantial 
geographival dist n the island, where the ‘Turks are not known ever to have 
been at all, and the mainland, where they have long been in the neighbourhood. ‘The 
matter should not, in my opinion, be allowed to rest, and T would urge either that t 
‘Turks should be required to destroy thoir post and withdraw thelr troops. from ‘Bubian 
Inland, and to recognize it ax an integral portion of the Shei 
a» proposed by us, Sheikh should bo al 
this rosult, his claim to Umkase might be made use 
Our intluence in Koweit and neighbourhood will certainly be weakened if we do 
not wocure to Sheikh his rights, about which he spoke to me ; and if the present 
position continues much longer, after the matter has been brought to notice promi- 
iUlf, it will be almost impossible hereafter to assert claim 
which claim we could most easily base our right to be 
n regard to any railway scheme affecting the Khor Abdullab, 


April 27, 1905. 





0. 86, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Morquess of Lensdowne—(Keceived April 29.) 


(No. 77.) 
Geiogesphic) _v Constantinople, April 29, 1904. 

ROWE and Nejd. 

Mr. Crow, Bussorah, telegraphs a» follows >— 

“No, 20, 17th April. Following sent to Busbire — 

“*Mubarek bas received private information from Bagdad that hasty preparations 
are being made by the Turks to help Amir with troops, arms, and ammunition and 
money, and that they will proceed early in May from Samawa to Aneyza. The Sheikh 
ie advised to send men and provisions quickly to Saoud, and to fill up the wells on the 


doubt that Saoud is being encouraged by Sheikh of Koweit, 
bat Mx. Crow will find it difficult ty obtain the positive proof asked for by His 
Majesty's Consul General at Bushire. 








No. 37. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received April 30.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from 
the Viceroy, dated the 2th April, relative to Nejd affairs. 


India Office, Aprit 29, 1904 
ee 


Inclosure in No. 87. 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. eae 
(Telegraphic) P. eect a 006 
FIAVE received the following telegram from Residont in the Persian Gulf: 


‘His Majesty's Consul at Bussornh haa repeated to me the following telegram which 


ie has sent to the British Ambassador at, Constantinople :— 


(Ne: Pao refer to my despatch of the 11th April last. Fighting at 
wattalion will be sent on Saturday to Samawa, It is reportod that four batt 


sent to the same place in order to assist the Amocr of Nejd against b 


aan mined already, 


And drive him out of Aneyza, Koweit Sheikh, who seems much compr 
should keep clear.” : 
«No action of a compromising natare has been taken by Sheikh of Koweit rece 
So fa a eee sare, but Twill make sure of this. In any ease, I will repent th 
previously given to him, Tt seems unlikely that the Turks at this hot season of the year 


should begin to move their troops." 


rmation bax been received by newspaper of reported expulsion of Tim Rashid 
seonTgageation fina Bon received by nen ne fopr aie tat Ton 
Rashid ts now noar a place on the River Euphrates called Samawa ; that four re nena 
of Turkish infantry, each 600 strong, are uns mawa, and that Turks have 
sent Ibn Rashid 800 ® rifles, 1,000 Sniders, with 60,000 rounds of ammuni 
tion, and 4,000 lira—rifles, ammusition, and money having loft Bagdad three days ao ; 
tnd that Turks contemplate sending bn Rashid certain guns at which artillerymen, are 
practising daily, viz, three mountain guns and thrce new guns recently went out from 
Conatautinonl® at a further representation should be mado to the ‘Turkish Government, 
“Ect not to interfere direetly in Nejd aairs, or measuros for the protection 


or is have to be taken by His Majesty's Govern- 


of British interests in those regions may 
ment. 





No. 88, 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 30.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India provents his compliments to the Under- 
Secreti ayy for Foreign Afaire, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
ere ey ett, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
fran the Viceroy, dated the 29th instant, relative to the Turkish garrison on Bubian 
Islond. a 


India Office, Aprit 30, 1904. 


—_— 





Inclosure in No. 38. 


Government of India to Mr 
(segmie) =, iment of Indi Mr. Brodrick. 
BUBIAN Island 
My telegram of the 274b instant 
am informed by Assistant Superintender 
pasado Cb oa aan eae ee ee 
tent, Garrison of Fa oP ghecraay 


April 29, 1904. 


furnishes reliefs every month. 





No. 38. 
India Office to Foreign Offic tecrived May 5. 


Sir 
=e India Office, May 3, 19 
ee aaa toa knowledge the rest of your letter af the 18th Hens sma 
Lansdowne would bo glad to receive the views of Mr. 
es ithe suggestions mane by His Majesty's Ambassador at, Coaenits a 
he proposals contained in the Gover Mf Todlia’s doxpateh of the ath. Fobrusry- 
140d ‘with repun to the elaine of the Bhelsh of Kowes to Bubisa Idand sed Uetkac? 
E in reply, Tam to invite Lord Lanalowne's att iWin tard and Uk 
spondenes with the Viceroy on the subject, noted in the margin 
bec, Viceroy pinta out Unt if th oeation by the ‘Turks of Bubian Island, which 
ho va being regularly maintained by reliets from the fort ut ‘Fao, iw permitted to 
gontinue uaquenti ed, it Will be almont impowible hereafter 10 assert the Uae of the 
Sheikh, and he therefore unges that iter, the Turks shouldbe required to withdraw 
heir trope nnd seeogizo Ue inland a at itogral part of the Shekh's possessions or 
ve Sheik allowed to establish @ post on the island himsel ! 
she a ‘aro with the Vieoroy as to the practical co seat of leaving 
pation of the island unquestioned, aud he is of opinion tha 
reas to them wuch a com ee gk N: Gara 
ee Ee m auch a communication avis suggested in Sir N. O'Couora 


tion to the telegraphic corre- 


Lam, &e 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





No, 40. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 6.) 


Sir, 
WITT reference to your lettor of the 30th rearaior cieyial eines 
patel tata wp to y letter of the 3 timo, for ding copy of a teley 
i pth om His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople of the 20th FE ast Mp 
the fighting in Nod between Thn Saud ‘and Ibn Rashid, Tama directed ‘by Mr. Soore- 
iary Brodrick to invite the attention of the Marquess of Lansdowne o elegram 
from the Viceroy on tho subject, dated the pid ert aca aa 
‘As regarils the encouragement being given to Tbn Saud by the Shei Koweit 
to which Sit N. O'Conor refer, twill be observed. that the Poiteal Resident fn the 
jecsian Gulf has reported that he will repeat to the Sheikh of Kowoit the a ba 
to involve himself with the tribes in the interior given him on scr ices coasioen! 
ho last communication to the Sheik on the sabject mas reported In the Viooroy’ 
telegram of the 11th February, 1904, as having been made on the Sth Jaman 
she Auzoennt the alloged sdpport of hn Rashid by ehe Turkish anthortes, ‘to which 
1. Vieoroy draws attention, Mr. Brodrick would suggest that robably 
waits ane he Turks Goverment agin in Eironiancorsiih toe Gnme ot 
Lo wne’s des] No, 67 jesty's nsténti er 
ord Lanslowse's despatch No, 67 to His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople of 
- Tam, &. 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY. 





Seo Tnclosures in Nos, 34, 95, and 38. 








No. 41. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received May 10.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by Girection of Mr. Secretary Brodrick 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary, of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 9th May, relative to ‘hostilities in Nejd between Thn 
Rasbid and Bl Saoud 


India Office, May 9, 190% 


oe ee 


Tnclosure in No. 41 


a Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. spear 
telegraphic.) P. May 9, 1904, 
Sep e sctails of ‘Turkish preparations to assist Ibn Rashid against El Saoud 
have presumably been reported to you by Tis Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople. 
Major Cox and Consul Crow are Xoth Of opinion that if Koweit Sheikh is to retain 
Hisior Cox. a rwith the tribes he may be compelled to help Bl Saoud if the ‘Turks help 
Ton Rashid. 





No. 43. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N, 0'Conor. 


(No. 177.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 10, 1904. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 07 of the 24th February Inst I transinit 40 

your Excellency herewith copies of correspondence, ax marked in the margi 
the subjeot of hostilities in Nejd. 

mubject of Dowding arrived at with the Turkish Government in October 190 
provided that the two Governments should use their best endeavors to prevent hos- 
Providet itecen the Amir of Nejd and the Sheikh of Kowoit, No stipulation was 
Uilitics betwither Government should exercise influence with the object of Preventing 
hostilities hetwesn the Amir of Nejd and the Saud party. 

iitiche same time, His Majesty's Government have, on more. than Gne fees ony 
in the hope of assisting to preserve peace in that portion of Arabia, employed special 
in the hope imuade the Sheikh of Koweit from taking part, even indimetly, jn the 
freort to ainicl have broken out, and they have learned with rogrot that the ‘Durkish 
Cencaictent, on their side, appear to contemplate giving active assistance to the Amir 
in this intortribal quarrel. 

ls intertribay doy will obsceve that the Resident at Bushiro will repeat 10 the 
Shei uF Rowell the advice to observe an attitude of strict neutrality. | Havin card 
Sheikh of Kowsl’Trntances, and also to the further information contained in the 
Vicorog's important telegram of tho Oth instant, it is cleatly desirable that your 
Excellency should communicate this fact to the Porte, and should take the oppor- 
tunity to repeat the advico which you ware authorized to. give i”, My dospateh above 
tarity to Pent to express the earnest hope of His Majesty's Government that te 

mentioned. 2Pf,ken by the Turkish Government which might add still further to the 
ction Wi condition of this part of Arabia, the tranquillity of which is « matter of 
sieearelo His Majesty's Government as well as to that of the Sultan. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 








30 
No. 43, 


res The Marquees of Lonsdowne to Sir N. O’Conor. 
Sir, z 
WITH reference to Foreign Offc, 
rence to your Excelloncy’s despatch No. 249 the resp getea 
Sth April, T transmit 


herewith copies of correspondence w fice " e 
x ies of correspondence with the In 
ecw th the India ¢ m the subject of the claim of 


T authorize your Exel 

saragetthorize your Excellency to make the representa 

Pereraph of that despatch, reminding the Porte OF your yrorions eee arth 
of that dope wnndng th Your previous remonstrances agains 

ad prosag baits cimerkish, military station on the south-east oumer of tre eat 


have. suggested 3 
iggested to the Secretary of State for Indio, that tl 


Proposed by him migh 
p ight be cousidered Iater should your Excellene: 


i tbe further 
remain for time without effe preinos 


"y's representations 


Tam, &e 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 4, 


Foreign ©, 
ign Office to India Office. 
Bir, 
; nad AM dicated, y the Marjuess of Lansdowne 
Grd May, respecting the claim 

tau to incloo, for Me Secrotary Bredsich's infor 
been asvoe cd to Tis Majenty's Ambassador at Cor 

ord Lanmlowne would suggest that the proposals 


active measures in support ol g 
should his Excelleney'e miguae io ee ees 


(Signed) T. H. SANDERS 





No. 45, 


Sir N. O'Conor to 
O'Conor to the Maryuess of Lantdowne.— (Received May 10.) 


(No 807) 
My Lord, 
WITH reference to my- di < tantinople, May 1, 
Fahnbeo nce to my despatch No. 421 of the le) May 11, 1904, 
Wahabeo campaign in Nejd, [ haved 421 of LS = aah respecting the 
0 your Lonlship herewith 


copies of des 
corte of n Injesty's Consuls 0 
ietory od's followers over the Amir thn Resa ior Sees 


‘Tho letter inclosed o 
Mains ete ina oa ia Mr. Crow's despatch shows beyond doubt that Sheikh 
ig Assistance to Bin Saood, and departing from the neutral 


attitude which has been so ofter 
stutude’ often enjoined upon him by His Majesty's Resident at 


,. Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) R. O'CONOR. 
eS 


Inclosure } in No. 45. 


(io. 20 Consul Crow to Sir N. O'Conor. 
Sir, 

Mion 2p oANE the 
ion of a lettor adi 
and C Ww 
went me 


Bussorah, April 11, 1904 

our Excellency’s information, the transia- 
m Saood, the Head of the Faysul farnily 
h of Koweit, which the latter has recently 


honour to forward, for 
essed by Abdul Axi 
of the Wahiabee party, to the She 


* Now 81 aod 89 ; snd Inolowures bu Ne t No. 4s. 
ares in Now. 33, 8, and 38, ‘ 
h N 








3a 


‘The letter gives an interesting account of the successful opening of the campaign 
against the Amir {bu Reshid. The victory of the Wahubees is confirmed from 
other sources, and it is already reported, though perhaps prematurely, that Borreyda has 
fallen. 

Tn his covering letter to me, Mubarek states that Abdul Aziz has defeated the 
Amir, and established his authority over all Nejd and its tribes. 

Thave, 
(Signed) F. E. CROW, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 45. 


Abdul Azis-bin-Abdul Rahman-es-Saood'to Sheikh of Koweit. 


(Translation.) 
{After compliments.) 10 Muharrem, 1822. 
MAY God preserve you, We send word to your Highness before this by the 
hand of your servant Madi that it was our intention to set forth on an expedition. So 
we proceeded against Majid, and he was in his tents in the region of Hamlan of 
‘Aneyza, and, by the help of God and with your assistance, we halted our camels over 
abore Oshesiyé at the break of day on Tuesday, the 4th day of Mubarrem. And we 
abode there, we and the people of Kassim who were with us, for the rest of that day. 
‘And the people of Aneyza who were with us sent men to their friends fart 
announce onr coming. And when it was the fourth hour of the night we bestitre 
ourselves and came to Aneyza when the eighth hour was come, we halted 
our camels at Tjhamiye, near to the town, and we left the people of Kassim to watch 
the villages, and, God helping them, they entered the town and slew Fehoya-es-Sebban 
and his company who were with him, and surrounded the family of Yahiya and thoir 
servants and a fow men of the compan And after we bad 
said the morning prayer we sent against with him 100 men of 
the people of Riad to axxist we marched a nd, when he saw the 
horsemen, God lifted his hand from off them and helped us against thom, And we 
broke them and slaughtered of them 370 m them wore Obeyd-al-Fhmnd 
hid. And Gol restored to us our Kinsmen of the farnily of Snood, who were 
hiands—Sacod Bin Abdul Aziz, and Snood Bin Mohamed and Foysul 
And, by Almighty God, but two Bedouins on our side wore slain, ‘Then 
we returned to tho villages of our friends, And they had takon the castle and lnid 
hands on the family of Yahia and those with them and slain them, and emptied the 
nily of Bessa. And, by God, there went away with Majid but some 

a eamels and seven mares; and the rest of their army and thelr horses and their 
farms and their tents and their furniture we took as a spoil, by the help of God and 
with your assistance, And at this time all the people of Borreyila havo come over to 
Us and the chief mon of the people of tho villages Kassim, all of them, And when 

heard the news of our being in the neighbourhood, they who were in Ras and 
Mexmil fled, and we settled those places. And as for Majid, the Inst news concerning 
him is that weset Borreyda on his right hand and fled without his equipment, 

‘And our intention, by the grace of God, is that we should spoed to Borreyda, if 
God wills. Now, when we saw the victory and triumph which bad come to us of 
Gol, Saltan Abal Kheyl begged leave to bear the good news to you, and the rest of 
the message you will learn from him by word of mouth. ‘Thus far. Greeting, &o, 

(Signed) ‘ABDUL AZIZ-BIN-SAOOD RAHMAN-ES-SAOOD. 


Inclosure 8 in No, 45. 


Consul Devey to Sir N. O' Conor 
(No. 89.) 
Sir, Jeddah, April 22, 1804. 

I HAVE the honour to state that news came here on the 13th instant that Bin 
Saood, having gathered a strong following of more than 5,000 men, attacked the 
towns of Kassim, Borreyda, and two others, and took them one after the other. In the 
meantiine, having received assurances of co-operation from more than half the 
people of Aneyza, the chief town of Nejd, who are friendly inclined towards him, 





82 


Bin Snood marched on Aneyza, and on the night of the 5th Muharrem, 1821 
(22nd Mareb, 1904), entered the town without meeting any serious opposition. 

‘The Sheikh, or Governor, of the town sppointed by Bin Rashid was shot by the 
order of Bin Sacod, and the houses of four leading men of Aneyza, who are supporters 
of Bin Rashid, were plundered. Tt is said that one of the Bessams, who are Notables 
of that town, was killed, and the others have concealed themselves. Having cstab- 
lished himself at Aneyza, Bin Sacod wrote a letter to the Grand Shereef announcing 
his victories, and assuming the title of Amir of Nejd, and it through a specia 
messenger. ‘This messenger was intercepted at Medina, and was sent to Mecca under 
arrest. “It is not known what treatment he received at Mecea, but it is rumoured that 
tne Turkish Government is taking steps to send troops to Nejd to support Bin Rashid 
and reestablish his authority, but I have been informed by a reliable person that 
Ahmed Ratib Pasha, the Vali of Hejaz, does not like Bin Rashid, and therefore he 
Would be disinclined to act vigorously on’ his behalf 

I have, 
(Signed) P. DEVEY. 





No. 47, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O' Conor 


eo) Foreign Office, May 21, 1904. 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
Fer wi wag mh Voy fn 
Mou chork oomminionte ‘at once with the Porte, and repeat in urgent terms te 

representations you have no doubt already made, on receipt of my despateh No. 177 of 

the 10th instant. ‘| 
To prevent the Turks from pursuing the action they app 
i of great importance. bens 
eee ot Pret rathen a reply to the Viceroy until wo'have reecived your answer, 
My telegram No, 67 of the 17th March, 1903, deals with the question of Russian 
‘intervention. 


rently contemplate in 





No. 46. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received Moy 21.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under. 
Becretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from 
the Vioeroy, dated the 20th May, relative to hostilities ia Nejd ‘between Tha Raslid and 
lin Saou 


India Office, May 21, 1904. 


Inclosure in No. 48, 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 


(Telegraphic) B. 
HAVE received tho following telegram from the Political Resident, Persian 


Moy 20, 1904. 


reported by the Consul at Bussorah that on the 8th May 4,000 Turkish 
troops, with ten guns, left Samawa in order to support Ibu Rashid, A letter, dated the 
2nd May, has now reached ane from Bin Saoud. "He protests against invasion by the 
‘Turks, and solicits the protection of Great Britain for himself and hie country, and con- 
eludes by urging that the reply of His Majesty's Government may be obtained by 
telegraph. Ihave at tho same time received from Sheikh Mabarak an original lette 
also dated the 2nd May, from Bin Saoud to himself, in which Mubarak is reminded that 
in 1903, on the oceasion of the visit of French and Russian men-of-war to Koweit 
estate, Bin Saoud was pressed by the Russians to accept their protection. This offer, 
after ‘consultation with Mubarak, he was glad entirely to reject, not only on that 
‘occasion but also subsequently when the overtures were renewed by the Russian Consul 
at Bushire. He proceeds to say that, though the offer of aid from Russia now recurs to 
his mind, it is not palatable, and that he has asked for British , preferring to 
follow the example of Mubarak 

“I request ently instructions, as, if our reply is of a discouraging character, 
ho will, no doubt, approach the Russian Consul, As the ‘Lawrence’ is not 
avaiinble, it may be necessary to send up s gun-boat in connection with Koweit 
afuirs, 

We should be glad to be informed whether, in accordance with the suge: 
Lord Curzon's telegram dated the 28th April, a representation has been made to the 
Porto, and if 60, what has been the result. ‘It may become necessary to revive the 
Proposal to post a British Resident to Koweit, in order to watch events, should, the 
urks persist in armed intervention in this quarter; but interference with a 
view to preventing the importation of arms for Bin Ssoud would bardly be possible 
tor us, 








No, 48. 


Sir N. O'Conor 10 the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received May 28.) 


(No, 872. Confidential.) Bee deena 
My Lord, Constntinope, May 16, 1004. 
T WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch No. 178 of the 10th instant, 1 
the mbes that I reminded the Minister for, Foreign Affairs of the remarks { 
had made to his Excellency in March 1902, as reported to your Lordship iy eee 
No, 144 of the 25th March, in regard to the establishment of Turkish military p 
U d Bubian Island. s 1 
Tas cas in crossing astonishment and regret at these proceedings, 1 had distinctly 
reserved the Sheikh of Koweit’s rights to these places, and bad deprecated « disturbanes 
ofthe siatus quo. Chad boped that, in consequence of these representations, the Imperial 
Government would have taken, an early opportunity of widhdrawing their soldiers from 
both these places. ‘Two years had elapsed since then, and, according to a report »h 
had Intely been received and to which your Lordship had drawn my as ton, no stops 
Sad aparently ben hc i ced ged threo, at hs colony 
wi ‘ill maintained on Bubian . ‘d, , 
ould woo te cease ty of causing these soldiers to be withdrawn, and save re from the 
unpleasant duty of returning to the subject again in a more unpleasant form, 
should be obliged to do unless the matter was arranged within a pe OR a cack 
‘Tewfk Pasha remarked, in reply, that though the Sheikh of Kowsit enjoyed « st 
fe vnnt independence and had a special sulenaning peti Malate epee 
imi is provine» were very vague, and _ desirabl Mb 
Pedi Shonisee that Bublan faland belonged to him. ‘The mere fact that Koweit 


epaired there ann in itself no. proof of possession or ownership, and 
ere opal there eda claim to poweasoo, there was no saying where bis 


if an incident like this justifi 


demands would end. 4 SEEN 
ne ver of the Sheikh of Koweit preferring unreasonable claims, 
an ins ae elie tapported by His Majesty's Government if he attempted todo 


considered his claim to Bubian was fully justified, and it seemed an undoubted 
fact that Si ray and authority in Bubian, whieh was annually occupied by one of 
the Koweit tribes, had not been questioned tili the Ottoman Government had went 
military detachment there in 1902. ‘The island was probably of litle or no importance 
Pecuniarily, but a denial of His Highness’ authority and rights woul bea seco oh 
to his prestige and influence in Koweit itself, and His Majesty's Government, who 
done sp much to prevent his interference in the internecine troubles of those parts, were 
Bound to sce that he did not auffer in consequence of their advice and protection. 
‘The Minister did not pursue the conversation, and it ended by bis saying tha 
would submit the question roper quarter. J Serr ~safst 
Fo ebm ae Tage {evaded x far as posible tering into a discussion 
ax to the Sheikh of Koweit’s rights to Bubian Island, for reasons which T rentatte 
think will be obvious to your Tordship on referring to paragraph 6 of the Government 
of Ludin's Secret despatch No 26 of the 4th Pebrunry last, of which a copy was in 
in your Loniship's despatel: No. 107 of the 22nd March. 
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I thought it also advisable, on the grounds stated in my despatch No. 249 of thé! 
Sth April last, not to entirely disconnect the question of the evacuation of Um Kast 
with that of Bubian Island, and for the further reason that it opens the door to a sort of 
compromise, which is always agreeable to the Oriental mind, and which may, in this 
instance, render it easier to obtain satisfaction in regard to Bubian Island. 
T have, &e 
(Signed) N. B. O'CONOR. 





No. 49. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 28.) 


(No. 373.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, May 16, 1904 

I HAVE the honour to report that in obedience to your Tordship's instructions E 
called the Minister for Foreign Affaire’ attention yesterday to the understanding 
arrived at between the two Governments in October 1901 in regard to Koweit, avt 
reminded his Excellency that His Majesty's Government had upon several occasions 
cautioned the Sheikh Mubarek to abstain from interfering in the conflicts and dix 
turbances which, unfortunately, existed in relatively close proximity to his territory. 

I said that His Majesty's Government expected that, pes adopted this attitude 
towards the Sheikh of Koweit, they had a right to expect that the Ottoman Govern 
ment will do what they can to restrain the Emir of Nejd, and to refrain from any 
action which might endanger peace in those regions, whose tranquillity is a matter 
interest to His Maj jesty's Government as well as to that of the Sultan. 

T purposcly abstained from using more presise language, ax I do not understaall 
that it is your Lordship’s wish to go so far as to attempt to diswuade or probibit the 
Ottoman Government frum sonding assistance to the Fmir of Nejd in hit diffoultieg 
with the Wahabee Pretender Ibn Saoud, whose apparent object it is to conquer Hail 
and re-establish a Wahabee dynasty throughout the centre of Ambin, a result which 
might bo fraught with serious consequences in the near future, and render out 
influence and authority at Koweit, which is yearly growing stronger under the actual 
condition of aifairs, dangerously precarious, 

T have, &e 


(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 





No 
India Office 10 Foreign Office —(Received May 25.) 


THE Under-Secretary of Stato for India presonts hix compliments to the Under 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards horowith, for the information of the § -y of Stato, copy of a telegrast 
to the Viceroy, dated the 24th May, relative to affairs of Nejd. 


India Office, May 25, 1904. 


Inclosure in No. 50. 


Mr. Brodrick to Government of India. 
May 24, 1904. 


(Helegraphic.) 
REND: Your tologram of the 20th May. 
Representations were made to Porte by Ambassador at Constantinople on your 

tolegram of the 28th April last; and on being informed by Vice-Consul at Jeddah t 


the assembling at Medina of Turkish troops to assist the Amir of Nejd, Si 
O'Conor renewed his representations, the result of which, ho thinks, may perhaps be 
to moke the Sultan pause, but hardly to turn him from a course of action which, it 
may fairly be urged by the Turks, is calealated to provent internal troubles and & 
disturbacce of the status quo, Sir N. O'Conor points out that, on general grounds of 























No, 49' 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lanslowne.—(Received May 
(No. 93.) 
(Telegraphic.) P Constantinople, May 23, 1904. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 378 of the 16th and your Lordahip's tele- 
grams Nos. 94 and 95 of tho 21st instant, on the subject of the hostilities in Nejd, o 
learning from Ds. Hussein, His Majesty's Acting Vice-Consul at Jeddah, that troops 
Were assembling at Medina with a view to assisting Ibn Rashid, I drow Tewfik Pasha's 
attentic e representati wile to his Excelleney on the 16th May, to the 
fact that the question scomed to be assuming formidable proportions, and to the nerious 
Consequences which a disturbance of the existing condition of things and of 
tranquillity in those regions might involve. 

I fear that my representations, though they may perky 
Will hardly indueo His Majesty to abandon a course, whic 
calculated to provent a disturbance of the status quo and the f 
troubles. 

Tt must be borne in mind that the Emir of Nojd is the party attacked, and 
Confess I cannot seo with what arguments oF on what grounds I can pross the Ottoman 
Government to refrain from assisting him, without appearing to directly espoue the 
Eauso of Ibn Saond, whose covert threat to appeal to the Tussians is an artful and 
familior Arab dovice, less calculated to 1 than to alienate support 

opinion it would be advisabl ent nt all events, to confine our. 
selves to maintaining Sheikh Mubarek’s territory intact and watching developments, 
Should, however, His Majesty's Government taken different view, I should be geateful 
if a clear line of policy could be indicated. 

In the event, however, of the’ Ottoman Government porsisting, ax T imagine they 

dering assistance to Thn Rashid, it may become expodient to reconsider the 
uga, tained in the Viceroy's telegram of the 20th instant, to appoint w 
Hritish Resident in K 


as which I 
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there are objections to our preventing Turks from helping Amir of Nejd 
Bin Saond, since latter's object appears to be the re-establishment of the 
Wababi dynasty thronghout Central Arabia, which might be fr 
in the near future, and might endanger our authority 
\g conditions, is growing stronger year by year. Sir N, O'Conor adds 
that he does not see on what grounds he can press the Turkish Government to desist 
from helping the Amir of Nejd, who, be points out, is the party attacked, without 
appearing as a distinct partisan of Bin Saoud. His view is that for the present we 
should confine ourselves to awaiting developments and to maintai 
Koweit intact, but that it might be expedient to reconsider the question of appointin, 
fs Hosident at ‘Koweit if, as he anticipetes, the Turks persist in helping the Amir. 1 
shall be glad to have your observations on Sir N. O'Conor's views. With reference 
to your proposal that importation of arms for Thm Rashid should not be interfored 
with, I should be glad to learn how you would reconcile this with prohibition of the 
traffic in arms which is our declared policy. 





No. 51. 
Consul Crow to Sir N, O'Conor.—(Received at Foreign Office May 97.) 


(No. 21. Confidential.) 
Sir, Bussoroh, April 

WITH reference to my telegrams Noa 18, 19, and 20, in regard to Nejd affairs, 
there seems no further doubt that the Ottoman Government intend to the Amir 
Ubn Reshid material support in his struggle with Abdul Agiz Tbn Sided: in order to 
cheek any expansion of the Walnbee faotion, and gain a stronger hold on Central 
Arabia. 

Troops are being «ent from Bagdad, Bussormh, Amara, Nasrich, and Nodjef to 
Samana on the Euphrates, whence, it is roported, they will procoed to Ancysn with 
the Amir, and expel Ibn Snoud from the placee he has intely ocenpied. ‘The Sheikh of 
Koweit has for 9 long tito past supported Saond, wither hoping thereby to extend bis 
own powor and boneflt by tho Wabnboo successes, or, nt least, to mnintain his authority 

the neighbouring Arab tribes, who now give him thelr allegiance, and protect his 

in their commerce with the interior. Mubarek’s political aims 
ready to check the movement. I am informed thnt they are holp 
secretly imported through the Bussorah district. A private Lotter rec 
nt from Bagdad to a Bussorah ft d to the Sheikh of Koweit warns him that the 
urks are preparing to assist the Amir with all possible speed, and that the foroes will 
leave Samana betw the Ist and 6th May, The Sheikh is advised to destroy all 
wells on the rond from Samana to Kassim, and to hasten the dispatch of mon and 
provi thabee camp. Tt is stated that the Mushir will sond six battalions 
fully equipped, besides arms and ammunition, and a large sum of money. ‘Turkish 
interference may presumably influence the Arab tribes round Koweit who adhere to 
Mubarek, and may induce them to join the Amir, unless the Sheikh exerts himsclf to 
protect them, Tn any case, the hostilities are likely to hamper Koweit trade with the 
interior. 

Koweit is an enclave in Turkish territory with no defined boundaries, and the 
‘Turks would readily avail themselves of any on ortunity to cireumseribe its limits in 
the hinterland by averting the sympathies of the tribes in that neighbourhood who 
‘owe allegiance to Mubarek. If the Sheikh of Koweit does not, help these tribes in the 
strugale now pending between the Amir, who bas gained ‘Mikish support, and the 
Feysue faction at Riad, it is probable that they will forsake him and join the stronger 
side, and Koweit trade’ and influence, which largely depends on their fidelity, must 
necessarily suffer. Bearing this in mind, the Sheikh of Koweit may bo 
involuntarily drawn into the struggle, as his interests are identical with those of the 
Saou family 


F. E. CROW. 
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No. 52. 
‘Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 30.) 


(No. 384 8:) 
My Lord, Constantinople, May 22, 1904. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 376 of the 17th instant, Ihave the honour 
to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty 
‘Acting Consul at Jeddah, reporting s rumour that Turkish troops are to be seut from 
Medina and Bogdad to assist Thn Rashid against Bin Sond. 
have, &e. 


(Signed) . R. O'CONOR. 


Tnclogure in No. 52. 


Acting Consul Husain to Sir N. 0? Conor. 
No, 42.) 
ir, Jeddah, Moy 3, 1904. 


” TSLAVE the honour to report that the Turkish steatn-ship “ Assyr” arrived here | 


on the 20th April with 1,480 soldiers (three battalions) and their officers, embarked 
from. Confudah. After ‘taking some provisions from this town, she proceeded to 
Toubs, where the irmope were disembarked, and thence sent to Medina, 

‘The number of soldiers in Medina, including this last arrival, amounts to 6,000 
ora little more. I bave been confidentially informed by a well-informed Turl 
Officer that an Tradé has been issued by His Majesty. the Sultan to send troops from 
Medina and Bagdad to assist Bin Hashid against Bin Saoud, and to supply some 
artillery also to the former. 

Thave, &e. 


(Signed) MUHAMMAD HUSAIN. 





No. 58. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 30.) 


(No, 894.) 
My Lori, Constantinople, May 24, 1904. 


T HAVE the bonour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a copy of au interesting: 
Memorandum respecting the rival Emirs Ibn Reshid and Toa Saoud, who are now disputing 
for power in Central Arabia, which has been prepared by Mr, Blech from recent books om 
that country and the archives of His Majesty Embassy. 

re, 


(Signed) 
a ie eee ge 


R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 53, 
Memorandum by Mr. Blech, 


“TEE Wahhabi Einpire owes its name and its raison détre to the reformer Mohammed- 
Abn-Abd-elsWahhib. Born in 1691 at Hloreimle, of the Mesalikh clan, which still 
frequents the neighbourood of Zobeir and the north-west of the Persian Gulf, on arriving 
at the age of manhood he devoted himself to the task of purifying Islam from the errors 
‘and laxity of faith and practice which had crept in in the course of tio 

MThe ioterceeson of prophet or stint, the use of the rosary, jewels, silk, and tobacco 
fre among the special abominations of the Wabbabi sect. ‘The reformer’s preachings met 
at first with alight success, and it was essential for him to be supported by the secular arm. 
He found protection with fbn Maammer, Ruler of Eyana, then the frst city in Nejd. | Iba 
Muflik, the supreme Governor at Katif, when informed of the reformer’s proceedings, 
ordered Tha Moammer to put a stop to his preaching and arrest him. Bot Ibn Maammet 
contented himself with driving out Mohammed, who then took refuge at Dereia, not (ae 
irom Byana, at the castle of Saoud, son of Abdul Aziz, of the Aneza clan. 
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espoused his cause with vigour, and eventually wade himself master of the whole of 
Southern Nejd, conquering also Kastm, Hasa, Dowasir and Seleyyel. He reigned nearly 
fifty years, and before he died his authority was recognized from the shores of the Persian 
Gulf to the fronticrs of Mecea; but he respected the supremacy of Persia in Bahrein and its 
Protectorate in Katif. On his death-bed he called before him his two eldest sons, Abdul 
Aziz and Abdullah, of whom he named the first his successor and gave the second an 
honourable position in the Government. This was about 1800. 
‘Abdul Aziz at once turned his arms against the East, stormed Katif with 
sat slaughter, occupied Bahrein and the adjacent islands, and lastly attacked 
Iman, where the Sultan Said of Muscat consented to pay an annual tribute, 
Admitted a Wahbabi garrison, and allowed relormed mosques to be erected. In revenge 
for these attacks on the Shia Moslems, a Persian zealot assassinated Abdul Aziz in the 
we at Dercia about 1805-6. Abdallah succeeded him (the younger brothe 
Khalid, and Abdul Aziz’s son Teneyan had no share in the power. Meshar 
460, eventually assasei ated Turki). Abdallah at once fitted out an expedition against the 
Persians; encountering Koweit on his way, he threntened to absorb it, but a seasonable 
Submission and large presents bought him off, At Meshhed Ali he was dofeated with 
considerable loss, but marched on to Kerbela, where he perpetrated a general massacre of 
the population and brought away much treasure. Next he tarned westward, aud took 
m of Mecea, where he also massacred nnd plundered ; next, Medina fell before 
and both the Holy Cities were stripped of their ornaments and reduced to « condition 
more in harmony with Wahbibi asceticism, He was now master of the entire peninsula, 
fave a comer of Yemen and Hadramaut. The north next felt his sword, anc! from Kerak 
to Palmyra he ravaged, burnt and slaughtered; a revolt broke out inthe south of 
Aared at Hota ; this was mercilessly stamped out. Turkey now felt it time to put a stop 
fo these encroachments. Mehemed Ali was ordered to expel the Wahhibi from the Holy 
Cities and break his power, and the task was intrusted to Ibrahim Pasha. Ibrahiin Pasha 
"rolled up the carpet” until he met and routed Abdullah at Koreyn: the Emir fled and 
€otrenched himsell at Dereia, where he withstood a siege of twenty days, ‘Then, how- 
ever, a bombardment was successful ; Abdollah was taken prisoner and sent to Constan- 
tinople, where he was executed in 1818; fow of his family escaped save ‘Turki, his 
@ldest son. For some time Egyptian rule was maintained in the Nejd; but the cruelty 
f Khalid Pasha, the Egyptian Deputy-Governor, indaced the oppressed Arabs to send 
Messengers to Turki calling on him to head them ; his arrival was the signal for a general 
Zog. From Kasim tothe shores of the Persian Gulf all was in» blaze. ‘The garriso 
Of Hasa, Yemama, and Harik were overpowered and massacred. Khalid fled and Turki 
Was proclaimed Soltan of Nejd and restorer of the Wabhibi Empire, He selected Rind as 
capital. All the ceutral provinces acknowledged fay, but Kasim still held to 
Egypt, while Hasa and Katif had reverted to the ancient Chiefs who of old held sway there, 
nd Oman had returned to her own Sovereign, Suid-ibn-Said. Mehemet Ali niow sent an 
‘army under Hussein Pasha againsi Turki, who fled before him, and the Egyptians led 
stray by Arab guides perished in the sands of the desert. Turki then returned and 
Sngaged bineelf in reconstructing his father's kingdom, ruined by the Egyptian domination, 
‘And in recovering one after another the provinces formerly subject to Wabhabi domination. 
About 1880 Turki dispatched an expedition to conquer Hass. Not desiring to leave 
hhis capital, Riad, he placed his army under the command of his eldest son Feisal, But 
hardly bad the Wahhabi army entered Hasa and begun the siege of Hofoof when news 
Teached them tbat Turki bad been murdered in the mosque at Riad by his cousin Meshari, 
nd that the latter had at once usurped the throne. Feisal marched his army hack to 
‘and was received with acclamation; but Meshari entrenched himself in the Palace, 
And was captured and killed only after a siege of some weeks’ duration. When he was 
Proclaimed Sultan Feisal applied himself to restore order in the central provinces, where 
All had been thrown into confusion by the death of Turki and the usurpation of Meshari, 
le had not time to do more when a considerable Exyptian force under Khourshid Pasha 
‘Was sent against him. Kasim had througout remained in the hands of the Egyptians 
And furnished them with a secure entrance into Wadi Hanifa, Feisal had scarcely time to 
fave himself by fight; several of the Royal family were taken prisoners and sent back to 
Egypt ; Khourshid Pasha established Khnlid-bin-Saoud, the grandson, not of Abdul Aziz but 
‘fone of his brothers, on the throne of Nejd, and he himself retarned to Kasim. Felsal 
Meanwhile wandered to Mecca, Damascus, Jerusalem, andl other places. 
as andite® about two years he received information that. Khalid was weary of his position 
ca Egyptian ia sos was re FS gre up bis precarious viceroyalty. in ‘eisal's 
ance Khalid withdrew to Kasim, and thence evi y to Exypt. lied penc 
Ppa en ¢ eventually to Exypt. He died pence- 
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Feisal meanwhile installed himself as Emir at Riad, bot was not long left there ; he 
was suddenly attacked and seized by Khourshid Pasha, and sent off as a prisoner to 
Ezypt, where, during the lifetime ot the great Viceroy Mehemet Ali, he remained in close 
confinement. | Meanwhile Tbn Teneyan, cousin of Khalid, and grandson of Abdul Aziz-bi 

was established by Khourshid Pasha in the Vicegetency of Nejd. He is described 
as having many good qualities 

He repressed the Bedouins, especially the Meteyr and Oteyba, and subdued a revolt 
in the Wadi Dowasir ; he also carried out many improvements at Riad itself. Later on 
he became tyrinnical, and thus alicoated the affections of his subjects, 

After tie hind reigned for about five years, Mehemet Ali of Egypt died, and was 
succeeded on, Abbas Pasha, who allowed Feisal to escape {rom his Ezyptian 
prison. Felsal enxconced himself at Kosseir, and there got into cominunication with his 
adherents in the Nej’. ‘These sent him new and pressing messages to come. Feisal 
crossed from Kossier to Yambo, and passing into Kasim, wns received with enthusiasm, 

1¥, he advanced towards Shakra, and sent 

‘an to surrender the Crown. Ibu Teneyan was 

eager to resist, but met with no support. He entrenched himself in the castle. Feisal 
cotored Rind, and offered his cousin life and liberty if he would surrender, but to no 
Ter ik NEGAUIN SSBB vag TT VBEPEB lot coureg? snd ektaned piarellf ibe a 
Palnce, ut was taken and put to death, Fefsal wns now sole lord of Central Arabia ; but 
Hasa refused to reco jority, and Oman bad long since freed itself from 
Wahbibi interference, ‘The Ajman tribe on the north-east frontier revolted from his 
sway; not being himself a very capable warrior, and being, moreover, afflicted by 
ophthalmin, destined to turn into complete blindness, Feisal sent his son Abdallah in come 
of an expedition against them. It wax completely anccevaful. Two-thirds of the 
males of the Ajman were destroyed, and the northern clans were reduced to complete 
sion. The same fate nttonded the Metelr, Aneza, and Atetba on the west. Hnsa 

» next subdued after a fierce fight. In 1855-56 Felsal fitted a Wahbibi expedition at 
for the conquest of Babrein. It was not successful, but the Ruler of Bahrein is said 

to have consented to pay an annual tribute to Ried. ‘It was about this time that the 
rivalry of the Ibn Reshid dynasty of the Jebel Shammar began to be felt. "That district. 
practically detached from thy Neid; but Feisal long laboured to 

Royal family. Stone- 
oldest son Abdullah, who, 


had by thie time becon 
fh ng the people aad even the members of th 
years, Felsal left the direction of atlaire to 
J, lamoral, treacherous, and eruel, but coursgeous and warlike, was described by 
rulgrave ax the leader of the Orthodox party, while the econd son, Saond, tall, slender, 
and handsome, was the hope of the * Liberals 


Abdullah-ibnsFefaal's chaructor was never such as to win him much affection frow 
the warlike, nomad tribes, who constitute the fighting power of the Nejd. Tu early man- 
hood, When beitapparent and practically regent for his blind father, he showed some 
energy and ability ae a leader of raids, but what popularity he then enjoyed wax far 
exceeded by that of his brother Saoud, the beau-ideal of an Arab princo—bandsome, 
reckless, frank, and open-handed, On their father, Feisal’s death in 1865, the inevitable 
contest ‘began between the brothers for the Emirship. It lasted until 1870, wh 
‘Abdullab, finally defeated, sought the aid of the bated, and, as the Wabbitbis of Nejd hold, 
lnfidel ‘Turks. ‘The result wos that a Turkish expedition under Midhat Pasha, Vali 
Bagdad, proceeding from Bussorah by sea, occupied, with Abdullah's aid, the Haza district 
of the Nejdeno Principality. Abdullah, however, soon discovered that the purpose of the 
‘Turks wax conquest, and that they had no intention of reinstating him as Emir, but were 
sing him as a tool to facilitate their enterprise. He therefore fled secretly from their 
camp, and the Turks, deprived of his aid und influence, did not venture to eater the 
dangerous desert of moving rand which separated tne Hasa oasis frow Nejd proper. 
Midhat Pasha nevertheless proclaimed himself conqueror of Nejd, and a sword of honour 
with the word 'Nejd” studded in diamonds upon its scabbard was presented to him by 
Sultan Abdul Aziz. “Nejd" was substituted for “Hasa" as the Turkish official 
designation of the sandjak which the Turks have since precariously occupied. Oa that 
‘eceupation they, by a curious process of reasoning, base their claim to suzerainty over all 
the territories, Bahrein and Muscat included, which were at any time subject or tributary 
to the Wabhibi Emirs of Nejd. 2 
After fleeing from the Turkish camp at Hasu in 1872, Abdullah lived quietly among 
such of the Bedouin tribes as were friendly to him. About 1874 Saoad led an attack on 
Aneza and Horeidn, when a conference took place between him and Iba Reshid, the 
result being that Saoud withdrew from those parts and Ibo Reshid also returned to Hail. 
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Tn an unsuccessful attack on the Ateiba Arabs, Saoud lost $00 men and 200 brood mares— 
Dearly all the Wahbibi stud. By the loss of these horses, says Doughty, the WahbAbi 
Tule was weakene! to death, never—such was the opinion in Nejd—to rise again. 
Riad and its suburbs and the village country round about then (1878) alone remained of 
‘the Wahibi dominion. Arab tradition alleges thut, in his strife with Abdullah, Suoud 
received aid from the British Resident in the Persian Gulf, 

About 1874 the Emir Saoud died when preparing to attack the Tarks for the recoveoy 
of Hasa, and Abdallah, after a short period, proceeded to Riad and was proclaimed Emir. 
‘The period of Abdullah's reigo was I, but marked by a steady decadence 
in the power and prestige of the Nejdean Principality. On the one hand, he made no 
attempt to expel the Turks from Hasa; while on the other, Mobammed-ibn-Reshid, 
Chief of the Jebel Shammar, nominally bis vassal, not only attained virtual independence 
but gradually detached from the Nejdean Principality the rich districts of Boreida aod 
Sedeir, which be governed through lieutenants, and from which he levied the tribute 
formerly paid to Riad. Abdullah's extreme corpulence, which dated from before 
‘second accession, prevented his leading the Nejdean forces in person, aud his jealous and 
distrustful disposition caused him rather to submit to encroachments than to iitrast the 
command to any one clse. In 1884 popular discontent obliged him to come to an 
Arrangement with Mohamrocd-ion-Saous, kin nephew, whereby all clitary matters were 
€onfided to the latter, while Abdullah retained the eivil government. 

Mohammed conducted some successful operations against Ibn Resbid, but on learning 
from intercepted letters that Abdullah was intriguing for his defent and murder he throw 
Up the command and retired with his brother to Khar) ; after residing there for some time 
he made a descent on Rind, about October 1887, an Abdallah, His 
Sxumption of power met with no opposition from the people, ax he had inherited his 
father's popularity, with, it was said, greater prudence and ability. He set about consoli- 
dating hie power and drawing to him the tribes which had fallen away 

On hearing of this news Ibo Resbid at once dispatched a force to Sedoir and Boreida 
to prevent the people of those places from paying tmbute to Mohammed-iba-Saoud, who, 
on his part, summoned Ibn Reshid to withdraw bis lieutenants from there.  Hostilities 
‘were impending, and it seemed likely that success would rest with Ibn Snoud, as the tribes 
and towns of Nejd had declared for him, and he bad even sent messages to Hasa and 
Katif, hinting that that he would shortly march thither and drive out the Turks. Bot 
early in 1888, with the connivance of the ‘Turkish authorities, Mohammed:ibn-R 
Jnynded Nejd with vo large a force, well-armed with breech 
uns, that the people of Aarid regarded opposition as hopeless and remained passive. 
Reshid advanced to near Rind, within which Mohammed-Ibn-Sooud remained on the 
defensive, Some trifling skirmishes took place. "Terms were then arranged. Mohammed. 
ihn-Saoud and his brothers retired to Khar}; Abdullabibn-Fefsal-ibn-Saoud waa reinstated 
+ Emir, but accompanied Mobammed-ibn-Reshid to Jebel Shammer, leaving his brothers 
Abdurrahman and Molammed as Regents at Rind; to assist them in the government Ibn 
Reshid appointed one of his own people, thus clinching the dowofall of the Ibn Saoud 
dynasty 

Tu the summer of 1888 Mobammed-ibn-Reshid sent a letter to Mohiammed-ibn-Saoud, 
who with his three brothers, Sad, Abdul Aziz, and Abdullah, resided at Kbarj, in Yeu 
inviting him to come, or send one of bis brothers, to Hall for friendly conference. This 
was done to put the brothers off their guand, and shortly alter dispatching the letter 
Yoo Reshid sent from Hail one of his Hendiwen, Ibn Sami, accompanied by cighteen 
horsemen, with orders to surprise and kill the four brothers. Before Ibn Sami reached 
Kharj, Mobammed-ibu-Saoud bad sent an answer to Ibu Reshid's letter by his brother, 
Abdul’ Aziz. 

On arriving at Kharj, Ibo Sami said that his party were in pursuit of marauding 
Bedouin, and they were hospitably received. Learning that Mohammed-ibn-Saoud was 

« village near the town, they proceeded thither and met Mohammed leaving the village, 
mare being Jed bebind bim. Mohammed, suspecting no evil, let them approach. 
When they got near be saw that they were hostile and tried to mount his mare, but sbe 
would not let him. He then ran back to the village, and passing through it got upon the 
roof of a small house in a garden. He was armed with a repeating-rifle end other 
weapons, and Ibn Reshid's men did not venture to follow tim. After a time Tbn Sami 
promised him safety, and he descended and laid down his arms, when one of the party, a 
Slave, shot him dead. Iba Resbid’s men then returned to Kharj, and finding Abdallah- 
tbn-Saoud, killed him. Sad, the eldest brother, who was of weak intellect, fled tou 
Bedouin encampment, and obtaining » camel and food passed on to ihe desert. He was 
howerer, captared and brougiit to Thn Sami, who killed him, 
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When Abdul 4ziz-ibn-Saoud arrived at Hail with Mohammed's letter, the news of bis 
brother's death bad already reached there. He was disarmed and led before ba Reshid, 
whom he vehemently urged to kill him at once. Ibn Reshid is said to bave wept and 
sworn that he would treat him as a vou and associate him in the goverament. He was, 
however, placed in confinement. 

‘Mobarmted-ibn-Saoud was the modern Bayard of Arabia, and the fact that be could 
thus easily be deposed and put to death shows how great was the Ibn Reshid’s power. 
Abdullab-ibn-Felsal-iba-Saoud remained nominally the guest, though really the prisoner, 
of the Emir of Hail, who, it was suid, would claim from the Chiefs of Oman the tribute 
formerly paid by them to the Wabbabi Emirs. 

In July 1900 the tide seemed to have tumed again, for Abdurrahman, son of 
Feisal-iba-Turki, attacked Riad and made prisoner of Ibn Sabhan, the puppet Govervor 
set up by Ibn Reshid ; the latter's pawer was, however, by no means broken at that time, 
though it wos thought that if Abdurrabman really bad the support of the clans it would 
prove difficult to reattach him to Jebel Shammar; his success was, however, but 
temporary, and he was driven into exile. He seems to be in receipt of a pension from the 
‘Turkish Government, payment of which was resumed in 1902, His son, Abdul Aziz, is 
reported to have captured Rind early in 1902, and since then the latter, his brother 
Mohamed, and his father (who is on friendly terms with the Sheikh of Koweit), have 
been collecting their forces 

To November 1902, Abdul Aziz-ibn-Suoud defeated bn Reshid at Dillam (ong day 
south of Riad); the latter fled, losing 260 killed and all his baggage and camp. At the 
end of the yeur at attack by Ibn Reshid on Riad was repulsed; and a similar result 
followed another attack in March or April 1903. 

190%, Abdul Aziz-ibn-8uoud was collecting tribesmen at Riad to proceed 
aguinst Borcida, where Ibo Reshid was sail to be constructing a fort; the lsiter's force 
wus then said t0 be too weak to resist an attack, 

In February 1904, Ibu Saoud defeated Hussein Jerad, a leading supporter and near 
relative of Ibn Reshid, at Faiz-el-Ussir, and destroyed his whole force comprising 300 men 
gf Hal and 100 others, Since then Horeida and Aneza have been captured by Ibo 

iaoud, 


Tin Rethid Dynasty. 


At the earliest period of the history of Central Arabia, the numerous and powerful 
tribe of Tai from the Yemen occupied the Jebel Shammar. About 500 A.p. occurred the 
celebrated conflict between the tribes of Nejd, headed hy Koleib Wall, Chief of Taghleb, 
and the armies of Yemen, led by the Lakhinite Chiefs: the latter were overthrown, and 
the entire Nejd delivored from the Rabtanite yoke. In this war Tai, though of Yea 
origin, sided with the Nejdean clans of Rabin. Soon after these clans engaged io civil 
war, upon the treacherous murder of Koleth by his kinsman Jeasas This caused many 
important changes in the relative position of the central tribes, and a lange settlement of 
Beni Toghleb, Beni Abs, and Howazin took place within the limits of Jebel Shammar, 
where the new settlers united with the elder inhabitants, or Beni Tai, and from this union 
‘sprang the tribe of Shammar still so-called. 

Tn the earlier years of Moslem rule we find this district still powerful and independent, 
resisting successfully all the efforts of the Ommiad Caliphs, whose armies were sigaally 
defeated at the entrance of these mountains during the reign of Merwan, towards the 
beginning of the eighth century. ‘Their subsequent history remains for a lung time a 
blank. Some of the clan Shammar, notably the Bedr, were still Christians when they 
repulsed the Ommiad troops. Probably they all eventually professed Islam. But they 
aflerwards relapsed into semi-barbariem, resuined Pagan forms of worship, and split up 
into sail factions. 

At the beginning of the eighteenth century the province underwent the short-lived 
tyranny of the first Wabbibi Empire, and like other districts was but transiently affected 
by it, At this time Hail was already looked upon as in a manner the capital of Jebel 
Shamamar, purtly owing to its size and wealth, partly to its central position. Supreme 
Tule was exercised in the family of Beit Ali, ancient denizens of the city. 

But oue Abdallab-ibn-Reshid then lived in Hail. He was of the clan of Iaafer, the 
noblest branch of the Shummar tribe, Many of his relations were Bedouins, though his 
‘own direct ancestors hal long been townsmen. Wealthy, high-born, and conscious of 
ability and vigour, he aspired to wrest the hitherto undispated pre-eminence from the 
Chiefs of Beit Ali, and bis numerous and powerful relatives lent their aid to his endeavour. 
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In Hail itself Abdallah's party soon became the stronger, but the neighbouring village of 
Kefar, then almost as strong and populous as Hail, held to Beit Ali. api 

‘The struggle thea began, and was unfavourable to Abdallah, who was driven into 
exile about 1818 or 1820. Accompanied by a band of his relatives, he took the road of 
the JOf, and, failing to find assistance, passed on to Wadi Sirhan. | Here, however, the 
fogitives were attacked by a strong party of Aneza Bedonins, the hereditary enemies of 
the Beni Sbammar. After a desperate strugzle all Abdallal’s companions were slain, and 
The himself left for send. Tradition ascribes his surviving to the tniraculous aid of insects 
aud birds, and to the assistance of a passing caravan, by whom Abdallah was taken on to 
Damascus, and tended until complete recovery. bia, he received a 
ready welcome from Turki-ibo-Saoud, the Wahhidi Emir, end became one of his 
Principal Generals. Practically the leader of the expedition, seat in 1831 against. Hasa 
Under Feisal, it was he who induced the Prince to march étraight back upon Rind ax xoon 
48 the news of Turki's murder and Meshari’s usurpation reached the front. 

Tt was, moreover, vbdallah who, on the twenty-first day of the siegy of the Palace of 
Riad, in which Mesbari was entrenched, slipped out by night with two trusty kinsmen of 
the Shammar, induced a friendly Palnce retainer to draw them up by ropes through oue 
Of the windows, ponetrated to Mexbari's sleeping apartment, and killed the usurper after 
4 protracted struggle, in which Abdallah’s two comrades lost their lives, In gratitude for 
these services, Feisal named him absolute Governor of Shanmar Province—in Doughty's 
words, to be his constable of the western marches of Nejd—to govern Aneza and its 
wouthern triber, with right of succession, and supplied him with troops ani all means for 
the establishment of his rule, 

Abdallah then roturned to Hall, and driving out the rival family of Belt Ali, became 
supreme Ruler. His brother Obeid pursuid the fugitives into Kasim, and there ravaged 
‘the country, and cut off the Belt Ali root and branch. 

Menawhile, Abdallah consolidated his power in the Jebel Shammar, beyond which, 
however, bis sway did not extend. All his lifetime he paid tribute to Fetsal, and, more- 
over, caused the Wabhihi tenets to be recognized as the official faith of the State, 
spite of the anpopularity of this measure, not apparently from religious conviction, but out 
ef policy. He died in 1844 or 1843, while engaged in rebuilding Hail, and left three 

bald.’ ‘Tellal's popa- 
cent paitern ruler. Besides 
eld, on an expedition 


tons, Tellal, Mitaab, and Mohammed besides his sur ivhag Seat, 


larity insured his succession, and he seems to have 
continuing his father's improvements at Hall, he sent his uncle, 
‘against Khetbar, whi conquered, ond fell under the Shaiimar rule. 
Not long after, Kasim, weary of Wabhitbi tyranny, annexed itself to the Shammar 
Kingdom. ‘Telal apologized to Fetal, who felt too weak, to. protest against this 
ndizemeat of his powerfol vassal at his expense, and was obliged to acquiesce 
Meanwhile, Tellal himself led a successful foray against Teta and, the neighboury 
hood, and in 1855 conquered the JOf and destroyed the family of Beit Haboub, 
hitherto supreme there. Everywhere he subjugated the Bedouins. By a wise tolerance 
he induced Shias and other heretics to settle at Hail, und suffered much relaxation 
of the strict Wabhibi doctrines, in spite of the protostations of Fefsal, still nominally 
his overlord, and one of whose daughters was mnrriod to him. He had also to 
PESEee, appearances wit the Sultan, whose name, lowe large in the Friday prayers at 
all, bot who derives no other benefit from the province. 3 
‘Tella still preserved the appearance of being a vassal of 1b Saoud, and repaired every 
Year to Riad with a present of horses. Returoing in 1867 he fell sick, and scat eventually 
to Bagdad for a Persian doctor, who told the Emir that his understanding would become 
affected by his malady. “Mad! and I the Emir," ejaculated Tellal, and ; 08 Doughty 
tays, “because his high heart might not longer endure to live in the common pity, he set 
his pistols against bis manly breast and fired them and ended. ° 
He was succeeded by his brother Metab, a mild-mannered and intelligent man, who, 
however, after two years Was assassinated by Tellal’s two sons, Bandarand Bedr, of whom 
the former succeeded hie = 
Meanwhile Mobamed, brother of Tellal and uncle of Bandar, fled to Rind. Here 
Abdullah-ibn-Saoud brought about a reconciliation between him and Bandar, und 
Mohammed at the latter's invitation returned and became again Governor of the Bagdad 
j caravan. On ove occasion when returning to Hail be sent before him to greet the 
Ewir, Bandar. The latter, being displeased, refused him admittance to Hail abd rode out 
‘with Bedr and Hamood to meet him, causing the town-gates to be shut behind them, A 
dispute arising Mohammed killed Bandar; then entering the town, he and Hamood ordered 
the slaughter of all the children of Tellal i . : 
‘Mohammed Sthus began his long reign which lasted till his death in 1897. In his 
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time the Tbn Resbid dyoasty reached its highest pitch of power. The homage to Ibn 
Saoud was gradually disused in the decay of the Walhibi State, and in 1876 Ibn Reshed 
wns the greatest Prince in Nejd. His was, according to Doughty, a ruliug of factious 
Arabs by right of the sword : none of them, not persuaded by fear, would be his tributaries 
‘The bloodshed attending his accession and the severity of his methods cavsed as much 
reprobation as terror among the Arabs, but all were obliged to admit that his rule was 
strong and successful. “I think it would be hard to find a faolt in Tbn Reshid’s govern 
ment," says Doughty in words which recall Palgrave’s dithyrambic praise of Tellal. 

Moharmed-ibu-Reshid, early in his reign, endeavoured to withstand a Turkish expe- 
dition against the JOf, in 1872; he was, bowever, defeated and glad to submit to terms, 
paying an annual tribute of 1,500 mejids for the J6f, and admitting a Kaimakam and 
garrison to reside there. Doubtless this impressed him with a great idea of Turkish 
power, for even when ar the beight of his glory, and while humbling the Ibn Seoad house 
to the dust in 1888, he posed as the officer or Lieutenant of the Ottoman Goverument. 

‘Toxive figures is but misleadiog ; however, Doughty, in a style more convincing of 
veracity than Palgrave, says that Ibo Reshid (Mohammed) might summon 2,000 fighting 
men from his villages and about 1.300 nomad Arabs; he is said to have 400 horses. His 
boundaries were: on the north the Roualla, northern Shammar and Thuflr, friendly but 
not tributary tribes; on the enst bis limits were at the dominion of Boreida, which includes 
a good inany villages in the neffld of Kasim; captured by Mohammed-ibn-Reshed in 
(BBS, it has again passed into tho hands of Tbn Sacud; in the south, his limits are at 
about 100 miles from Medion; his western boundary is the Syrian Haj road. 

Tn 1807 ns already stated Mohammed died ; he was succeeded by his nephew Abdul 
Aziz-bin-Metaab, But so dependent is the pre-eminence of these principalities on the 
personal qualities of the ruler, that already the balance has inclined once more to the 
Tos Ssotd.”” Ontong; to’ cron rapacty, and poceral ealerlwtration, AtHGT hes ibn 
Reshid has so alienated the aympathies of the Nejdis that many have left him for Ibn 
Saoud who in now, probably, as powerful as hinwself, and some time ago was boasting that 
he would wrest Hail from im. Now that Ibn Saoud is pressing him hard, he has applied 
for assistance to the ‘Turks; and thoogh access to the Nejd from the north-east is prover- 
bially arduous. It is impossible to be free from apprehension that thie appeal may be as 
disastrous in its consequences to the Nejd ax was that of Abdullab-bin-Snoud in 1871. 

(Signed) B. ©. BLECH. 
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No. 54 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 30.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for Indl 3 

0 uary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sooretary of State for Foreign Afuire, aid, by direction of Mr. Secretary Bretroe 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary af State, copy of a telegram from 
the Vicaroy, dated the 20th instant, relative to Nejd affairs MC. 


India Office, May 30, 190% 


Tnolosure in No, 54 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 
(Telegraphic. P. 
NEID. "Your telogram dated the 26th instant 
Position of Government of Indiw in regard to Nojd affairs in stated in lottor of 
2th March last, Secrst.  Reprosentation might be tonde to the Porte to ellece den 
0 long ws the Turks abstained from ir ee inlcusle ck MMGL ve te era 
from intervention ; that we are in no- way deairous of givin, 
to Bin Stoud ; but that our intorests in Eaxtorn Arabia aro such that intervention ox 
Pehalf of one of the partis who are contending for supremacy in Nojd caumot be viewed 
by us with indifference, av tribes with which we have relations. cannot. but be affected 
by such intervention; that the relative rights of the two contending parties aro eo equal 
that, with » view to the avoidance of internal troubles, and in tho intereats af peace, 
the better course would be to leave both xidex aloue, Sir Nv O'Conor might further 
out that the Turks were unable, in 1902, to provent a Glibustering expedition 
ig out against Kowoit from Turkish territory, and that the support now being given 
strengthen him beyond Turkish powers of control, and that this might 
ituation which could not be viewed with indifference by His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, having’ regned to out relations with the Shiikh of Koweit, e 
san aE opinion as rogurds Sir N. O'Conoe's views on the goncral politcal situation 
Our influenes with the. Shoikh of Kowoit b 4 
ch h of Kowoit bas increased, concurrently, with. the 
succom of hie friend, Bin Suoud ; and if, aw result of reg ge cae 
for the purpose of proventing Mubarak from helping I i, and of preventing the 
itnportation of arms, Turkish influcnce were allowed to datormiu tho, eupreriacy of the 
turkish nominee against Bin Stoud, our prestigemt Koweit must suffer materially ; and 
it would probably, on the analogy of E1 Hosa in. 1 jeans the absorption of Nojd by 
the Turks The destruction of Sheikh Subarak’s influence would be a natural re ft 
of the supremacy of tho,"Turks in Nejd, and possibly also an attack would follow upo 
the torritory of elt ie lanits af which towards (he ners 
a direction not hitherto contemplated. In this. way we might be compelled once 
to ronder Mubarak active assistance against the Turks. This would, in 
open to greater objection than the re-establishment of the Wabnbi dyna 
ot no meh fauatical as tertitoral, We aro. unablo, therefore, to accept the viow that 
ha macces of Tin Saou would imperil our authority at Row, oF that wo can prstrve 
intact tho territory of Kowoit betier than by proventing the "Nurks 
‘on behalf of Thn Feaahid See et 
As regards posting a Political Agent at Koweit, we 
tolegr the 20th instant Savorschnie 
ark 
appro 


May 29, 1904 


Js arms, no. arma with the Porte ° 
proceeding briskly. It ix thus not a case uf authorizing the Sheikh of Koweit to import 
arm o een of easing present in force for the pre f the traffic, 

iy of Ie . Should the Turkish Government 
protest (and such a protest- would-involye-au- admission by them of our supremacy ia 
Kowei that wold be use), we can flr to, do oue best to prevent the trae if the 
‘ax suggested in our despatch of the Slt March lesa. 2? 74 “ill co-operate with us 
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No. 55. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received June 4. 


India Office, June 2, 1904 

H reference to the telegram from the Viceroy of the 20th May, as to. the 

affairs of Nejd, I am directed by Mr. Secretary Brodrick 10 suggest, for the considera- 

tion of the Marquess of Lansdowne, that the ressous which the Government of India 

propose should be urged on the Turkish Government, in order to restrain them from 

supporting Ibn Rashid, should be explained to His Majesty's Ambassador at Constanti- 

nople, with a v tations to the Ports should Lord Lansdowne 
spprove of this couree. 

Having regard, however, to the views expressed in Sir N. O'Conor's telegram of 
the 23rd May av to the attitude of the Sultan, Mr. Brodrick proposes, subject to Lord 
Lanadowne's concurrence, at once to authorize the Government of India to dispatch an 
officer as Political Agent at Koweit, 

‘As regards the importation of arms for Bin Saoud, Mr. Brodrick, while not pre- 
pared to depart from our declared policy of suppressing the arms traffic, would suggest 
that action should be deferred on tae proposals contained in tae penultimate paragraph 
of my lotter of the 18th ultimo, forwarding the despatch from the Government of India 
of the 31st March, pending further explanations with tho Turkish Government as to 
their support of Ibn Rashid 

1am, &e. 


(Signed) A. GODLEY 





No. 56. 
Consul Crow to Sir N. O'Conor—(Received at Foreign Office, June 6.) 


No. 24. Confidential) 
ir, Busrorah, May 12, 1904 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 21, Confidential, of the 19th ulti 
t property settlement, I have the honour to forward, for y 

Excellency’s information jon, a copy of a farther letter which T nddrenved to 
Mubarek on the 4th instant, rectifying the account of the sums due to his nophews, in 
accordance with the Sheikh’s request, together with a translation of hik roply received 
yeatenlay. 

Mubarck has made arrangemonts with a native firm in Bussorah, nained Shubeyli, 
to pay the sum of £7. 4,000 to the nephews twenty-one days after excoution of 
the deed of settlement before the proper authorities and delivery to Shubeyli of the 
documenta in the case, and hopes to pay the balance, £T. 3,296], thirty-one days 


later. 


‘The Sheikh reminds me that Abdul Aviz-bin-Salim-cl-Bedr is still in prison, in 


spite of the assurances conveyed to him some time back concerning his speedy release, 
and expreesoe the hope that the agont may now be set free. T trust Sheikh Mubarck’s 
readiness to settle matters with his nephews, and the promptitude with which he has 
aeceded to our proposals may aid your Excellency in reducing the term of his agent's 
fentence of itmprisooment. Abdul Azia’s release is much to be desired. His place of 
confinement ix dark and unhealthy, and he shares it with criminals of the lowest class, 
Thave urged on the Vali the propriety of his removal to a better quarter of the prison, 
and Tam mformed that be is a little better lodged than hitherto. Cholera is spreading in 
Bussorah, and there have been fatal cases in the gaol. If the agent succumbs during 
the epidemic, the Sheikh’s confidence in us may be considerably shaken. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) F. E, CROW. 


firsiy 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 56. 


Consul Crow to Sheikh of Koweit. 


Sir, Bussorah, May 4, 1904. 
IN reply to your letter of the 4th Safer, I have consulted Haji Mansur in regard 
to the Dowasir property, and he has rectified the aecount as you 
‘The account, as modified, now stands as follows:— 


Dao to nephews, one-quarter. Fno and Sofinh 
Sum due, a arranged previoualy 
Balanee due oa two hownes, after deducting: Kcr 
Share of Koweit properties... 5 
Last year's crop, SoBe and Zain 


nro of Ajeravriye, Gherdila 
jh Sheikh’ mothor 


20835} 


Balance doe to n < fi 7.2003 


OF this £7. 8,000 is to be paid in five months, and the remainder, £ T. 4,2068, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) F. E. CROW. 


Inolosure 2 in No. 56. 


Sheikh of Koweit to Consul Crow. 

(Tranalation,) 
(After complin 19 Safer, 1322 (May 7, 1904). 

WE letter from Haji Mansur Selman, forwarding a copy of the 
deod of settlemont which they are making. We ap it, and have ment back the 
paper to be drawn up. ‘The tained and his brothers and those 
whom they reprosent, and for whom they are trustees, over nod above the real property 
iv eT. 8.2 Iready received £ 'T. 1,000. We directed Hnji Mansur 
Solman on the 17th Saier, 1924, to got the remainder due to thom, £T. 7,2963, from 
the hours of Shubeyli at Busorub. Of thin amount, £T. 4,000 will be paid twent 
one dayn aft id nna 
to Shubeyli 
‘flor the first: payment. 

fe beg you to give your attention to this and othor matters 

With regard to our servant, Abdul Azis-bin-Salim, who is imprisoned at Bussorab, 
you are aware that he is only detained out of spite to ux. We pointed this out to 
Colonel Kemtall previously, and wo were informed by him that a letter had arrived 
from His Majesty's Ambassador in Constantinople, stating that he would speedil 
released. Up to the present time nothing has come of it. We beg you to attend to 
this, ax wo and all out fan or the protection of the Imperial Goverment. T 
incloge two letters for the Acting Resident at Bushire, and beg you to forward them. 

May you be proserved - 


jeed of settlement and delivery of th papers 


will, please be paid thirty-one days 


(Sealed) MUBAREK-ES-SABAH. 





No. 87. 
Sir N, O' Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 6.) 


(No. 419.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, June 1, 1904. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 384n of the 22nd ultimo, respecting the 

roported dispatch of Ottoman troops to the assistance af the Emir of Nejd, I have the 

honour to transmit to your Lordship herawith a paraphrase of a telogram which I have 











Teceived from His Majesty's Acting Consul at Jeddah, in answer to a telegram which T 
addressed to him, instructing him to furnish me with any information he might he able 
to obtain in regard to the movements of the troops in question. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 87. 
Dr. Sheikh Mohammed Hussein to Sir N. O’ Conor. 
(Telegraphic.) P. Jeddah, May 28, 1904. 
HOSTILITIES in Nejad. 
With reference to your Excellency's telegram of the 26th instant, Turkish troops 
to the number of five battalions, with artillery, have been sent from Bagdad to help 
Ton Rashid. From Medina none have been sent. 


No. 58. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received June 9.) 


‘THE Under-Secrotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Unde 
Seoretary of Stato for Foreiga Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of tho Secrotary of State, copy of inclosures 
in a letter from the Foreign Secretary, Simln, dated the 2ist April, relative to 
disturbances in Nejd. 


India Office, June 8, 1904. 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 58. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


Bushire, March 24, 1904. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward copy of a despatoh from His Britana 
Majesty's Consul at Bussornh, addressed to the Ambassador nt Constantinople, as well 
asa copy of « letter, with inclosure, recently received by me from Sheikh Mubarak, 
of Koweit, on the subject of a recent victory gained Abdul Aziz-bin-Abdul 
Rahman-cl-Saood. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 58, 
Consul Crow to Sir N- O'Conor. 


Bussorah, March 15, 1904. 
LETTERS have been received from Koweit, stating that Abdul Aziz-bin-Saood 
attacked Bin Jerad, a native of the Ameer Ibn Rashid, on the 20th Zilkad, 1821 
(20th January, 1904). It is affirmed that Bin Jerad was killed with 400 of his 
followers, and that his flag was sent to Koweit, and that Abdul Aziz, on his return, 
mot 150 camels with 1,000 Reals and captured them. It is also announced that 
Abdui Aziz now proposes to attack Kasim and Boreyda in the Ameer's territor 
If this is correct, the Wahabi party at Rindh will be considerably strengthened, 
but it is possible that success of the operations may have been purposely exaggerated 
by the Sheikh of Koweit, who supports Abdul Aziz-bin-Saood in his campaign against 
the Ameer. 
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Inclosure 3 in Nu, 58. 
Sheikh Mubavak-el-Subah to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball 


(Translation, 18¢h Zilhaj, 1821 (March 6, 1904) 
DAY I received a letter from Abdal Aziz-bin-Abdal Rsbman-ol-Sacod, a true 
copy of which 1 beg to inclose for your perusal. 

The n Jerad was one of Thn Rashid’s near relatives. He is ono of the 
might inv well as in administration. “The 400 men who 
Were with him are the loading men of Hayel, which is the capital of Tbn Rashid. 
‘The latter had specially detailed Husein for the purpose of guarding Kasim. This 
incident befell hi those who accompanied. Abdul Aziz has, after this occurrence, 
returned to Riadh, He will, of course, leave that place with ‘his tribes, and awnit 
an opportunity of attacking Tin Rashid. ‘This news is according to the statement of 
his man who has come tous I have written this for your information, 


Inclosure 4 in No. 38. 
Abdul Asiz-bin-Abdul Rakim-el-Saood to Sheikh Mubarak-el-Sabah. 


(Translation.) 2nd Zithaj, 1321 (February 19, 1904). 

T GIVE you a good news of the victory and the glory which God has conferred 
on us as well as on yourself. On the 20th Zilkad (the 7th February, 1904), [ left my 
country Riadh to attack Husein-el-Jerad and his tribe. We fell upon them in the 
morning at Faizet-us-Sir, and God assisted us over them. We killed them to the last 
man, I (swear) by the Great God that not single skin of us bloeded, and none of 
them escaped. 

Husein’s said party consisted of 400 men, 300 being the leading men of Hayel, 
and 100 men belonged to the villages of Jcbal. Their fighting men were 300, and 
their cavalry 60. God gave us all their arms and tents, Among the principal men, 
who have m killed, are Husein-el-Jerad, his son, Hamud, his slave, Ali-es-Saiyid, 
his standard bearer, bn Ozaiyel, and Salman-el-Akil 

Tt was, however, our desire that those who wished to see their death, which God 
had destined, should have seen them on that day. Praise be to God that on that 
day wo followed them like those who follow goats. ‘This glory is by the grace and 
benevolence of God. 

This will bo a mourning to Tha Rashid and the chief inhabitants of Hayel, I 
have shortened the news, as our man will tell you the rest. He brings you Ibn Jernd’s 
flag and seal. 





No. 50. 
India Office 10 Forcign Office—(Received June 9.) 


THE Under-Secretary, of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inelosures in 
aletter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the Sth May, relative to the dis 
turbances in Nejd. 

Itis requested that these documents, which are sent in original, may be returned 
to this Offco as soon as done with, 


India Office, June 8, 1904, 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 59, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


Bushire, April 20, 1904. 
the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, 
‘a copy of letter which I have received from His Britannic Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, 
arding affairs in Nejd 
encore be Thave, &. 
(Signed). A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Tnclosure 2 in 


Consul Crow to Lirutenant-Colonel Kemball. 
Bussovah, April 11, 1904. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose a letter which Sheikh Mubarck lias sent me for 
transmission to you, 
I have recived fom him a copy of a letter written to the Sheikh by Abdal Aziz- 
bin-Saoud, giving nn interesting account of bis operations against the Awirin Nejd. T 


abeos appear to have becn successful, and the Sheikh of Kowoit states that Abdul 


has established his authority over all Nojd and its tribes. i 


dofent of 
pethaps, prematurely, that Boreyd fallen, 


Amir ‘is confirmed from woutees; ahd it ia already 
Ae the Wahabeo 
Sheikh himself, I do not 


jer's letter hos, no d saunieated to Yo 


Append a tranalation o 


Inclosure 8 in No, 


Sheikh Mubarek-al-Sabah to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 

Translation.) 
After compliments.’ 19h Mohurrum, 1822 (April 6, 1904). 

BEFORE now I have sent you two letters, and am awaiting your orders, ‘This day 
Thave received a letter of news from Nejd to tho offect that Abdul Aniz-bin-Abdal 
Rahman-cl-Saood has established his authority over the whole of Nejd aud all the tribes, 
and that Ibn Rashid is nowhere. 1 inclose a copy of Ibn Saood's letter for your 
information. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 59. 


Abdel Aziz Ibn Sao 
(Translation.) 
(After complinients,) 
T HAVE informed you before through your (my) servant Madbi that T intended 
I marched against J, who was 
the forenoon of Wednesday, 


m, 1922 (March 28, 1904) 


to undertake warlike operations, Accordingly 
encamped near Hamalan, in Anci Thaltod’ at Ou 


) Moburruss 
te tern the Kaseesis who were with me stayed thete till the next day. Some 


of the Ancian people who were with me went secretly and gave information about our 
Approach to them (the opponents). At four hours after sunset we left towards Aneizn, 
‘At cight hours after *utiset we halted at Jehmich, near Boreida, and dispatched the 
Kazcems to attack the tow ‘They entered it, and killed Fahed-el-Sabhan and his 
‘soldiers, and besieged the Yahyas and their army ; somo of Fahed’s men in the fort. After 
the morning prayer we entered the place. Abdulla-bin-ljlevi with 100 men from Aridh 
had come to their assistance. I marched against Majed, who, seeing us, was weakened 
by God. I defeated them, killed 370 men, including Abeid-el-Hammood-el-Rashid, and 
took back the members of the Saood family who were with them, viz, Saood-bi 
Abdul Aziz, Saood-bin-Mahomed, and Feisal-bin-Sand. I had no casualties on my side 
except two Bedouins killed. 3 
1751) 
































After this I returned to the town, My men had already captured the fort and 
the Yahyas and others who were in it, and killed thew. They broke open Bussam’s 
house. None escaped except Najed, fiftcen camels, and seven mares. The rest of his 
army, horses, arms, tents, az things were eaptured by me, Nowadays come to us the people 
of Boreida and the leading men of Kascem villages, but of the neighbourhood 
when they reccired news about us began to flee. I, however, caused them to remain where 
they were. ‘The last news that I received about Majed was to the effect that he had 
goue in the direction showing Borcida t it side, ‘The people with horses who 
Were with him are insignificant. Please God, | will go on and occupy Boreida. | am 
sending you the news by Setam Abu Kheil. He knows the rest. 





No, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 10.) 


(No. 428. Cypher despatch.) 
My Lord, ; 

[HAVE the honour 
No, 419 of the Ist Juno, that I have received the followi 
of the Ist and ith instant) from Mr. Monahan, Hi 
Bussorah:— 


Constantinople, June 8, 1904, 
report to your Lordship, with patch 
rams (Nos. 24 and 


¢ received reliable information to the effect that Turkish troops to the number 

nut 4,000, with some twelve guns, are either at or in the n 
ashid being within a few hours of the same place 
fod stil uncontirm 


zhbourhood of Samavwa, 
the Amir 

There isn confidential report, which is, however, yagi 
that troops loft Sarmawa on the 30th ultimo, presumably for N 


“ (No, 2 
" With reference to my immediately preceding telegra 
tho 30th May Turkinh forco with Ibn Rashid was waiting for’ p 
Samawa at first watering-place on the way to Nojd.” 
T have repeated the above telograis to Bushire and India 
T have, &o, 


(Signed) N. 


o-witheas says that on 
mos two daya from 





No. 61. 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lanedowne— (Received June 20,) 


(No. 448.) 
My Lord, Thernpia, June 18, 1904, 

I HAVE noticed with pleasure tho conclusion, as reported in paragraph @ of the 
Memorndum of External Affairs which the ment of India forwarded to me in 
your Lordship's despatch No. 190 of the 7th instont, of an arrangement come to 
between the Political Resident in the Persian Gul the Shoikh of Koweit, per. 
auitting tho establishment of British post-ollice at Kowit, with an understanding 
that no other foreign post-offices shall bo openc 

In your Lordship's telegram No, 19 of the ith February Inst it was stated that it 
was proposed in tho event of such an nrrangement as the above being come to, to place 
tho post-office in charge of a subordinate native medical officer; aud in my telegess 
No. 17 of the following day T replied that while seeiny no-objection to the proposal, it 
‘seemed to me possible that the Turkish Goverament might object to the establishment 
of a British post-ollico at Koweit as nn infringement of the stalux quo. 

Singe the exchanxe of the above telegraphic correspondeuce, I have, under 
instructions from your Loniship, made representations as reported in my_ despatch 
No. 372, Confidential, of the 16th ultimo to the Sublime Porte upon the subject of the 
continned presence of Turkish soldiers on Bubian Island, which forms part of the 
dominions of the Sheikh of Koweit; and I have roceived an assurance from ‘Tewfik 
Pasha that the question should be submitted in the proper quar 





al 


Without questioni atage of the new postal arrangement I would venture 
Lordship's consideration that it would be advisable under the existing 
\ding an official to assume control of the post-oflice until we see, 


¢onditions t: 
result of my representations respecting the military 


Probably ina 
Bubian Island. 
same that should entations meet with no result, His ‘Majesty's 
ent will encoura port the Sheikh of Koweit in stationing men on 
Bubian Island, and if, at the st-office official was appointed at Koweit, 
the ct of the action en would be enhanced, and the danger of the situation would 
clear to the Turkish Government, 
‘The question of the Sheikh of Kowe 


Report under the heading Special Reports of 
Places,” when Captain Smyth states that he learned on the spot that the old fort of 
Um Kase is generally held to have been built by the grandfather of the present Sheik 
of Koweit, and that it was occasionally occupied during the spring months by Arabs 


from that place. 
I have, &. 


(Signed) BR, O'CONOR. 


No. 62. 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquers of Lansdowne.—(Reoeived June 20.) 


(30. 458.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, Sune 18, 1004, 
WITIL reference to my despatch 384n of the 22nd May, I havo t 
to forward to your Lordship herewith, despateh from ‘His Majesty's Acting 
Consul at Jeddah, reporting that he has been informed that no troopsavill bo sent 
from Medina to help Bin Rashid of Nejd. 
T have, dte. 
igned) N. R, O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in fo, 62, 


Acting-Consul Hurain to Sir N. O° Conor 


especially against 

nd Shaikh-el-Liarom Osman Pasha, About cighty men, 

sated, have already been arrested and are undergoing trial, Some have 
but strict orders have been issued to provent their escape from Hedjaz. 

T have beou informod lately that no troops will be sent from Medina to help 
Bin Rashid of Nejd, as it was rumoured before; and that sending of largo number of 
troops to that town was only a precautionary measure to support the actions of the 
Commission of Inquiry and to prevent local disturbances, as the townspeople had on 
Several occasions proved insolent and troublesome, and the troops that were in Medinn 
from before, were not reliable, as they iad shown signs of disaffection by disobeying 


the orders of their superiors on more than one occasion. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) "MOHAMED HUSAIN. 


———_$§.:.-s $$ 
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No. 63. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sit N. O'Cono 
216,) sa sf 
a TE Foreign Office, June 21, 190) 
rnatd SBANSMID to voor Hxcelleney herewith copies oA Seen oie Oe 
India Office, ns marked in the margin.* on the subject of the hostilities now i 
ft, a mn the subject of the hostilities now in 
thonld make such use as you think judicious, the arguments sugzes 
the Government of India, in thoir telegram of the 20th May, in support 
representations to the Turkish Goverment 5 
T have concurred in the proposals made in the second and third paragrap! 
India Office leter of the 2nd Tune, =a 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No. 64. 
Foreign Office to India Offic 


F 

n the su 

hy the Marquess 
Todia in Co 


WITH reference to your letter of the 2nd June, 
in progress in the Nejd, 1 am directed 
the information of the Secretar 
has beon addressed to Tis Map 
him the obsorvations of th 
with the Porto as b 
m to stato that 1 
ize the immediate dispateh of a Pol 


the Lostilitios 

jowne to inclowe, for 
patel whic 

twarding to 

munications 


in Mr. Brodrick’s proposal to 

ent to Koweit, and to def the 

prosont any frosh measures for tho proventis importation of arms at that port 
Yam, &e 


(Signed) T, Il. SANDERSON. 








to India Offer. 


Sir z 
§ Foreign Office, June 25, 190 
1 AM dircoted by the Marquess of Lanutowne to transmit. to you, tho tat 
mation of ary of Stato for India, weopy of a despatch (ium ils Majee 
Ambassador nt Constantinople on various matters cone ted. cases: 
It will be seen that Sie N. O'Conor doos i 
proposed stablishment of a Britisls’ post-oflice 
Conuiders that tt would bo better not to carry it into effet. until at 
recoived from the Turkish ¢ ramont representations recently mad 
Bubinn Island, ns it is very desirable th 1 nivrotiations fiw 
ction should ho taken Majesty's Government which might have the 
of an infringoment of t i 7 
Lord Lansdowne concurs in this view, and would suggest that th 
templated should be delayed as suggested by his Excellency. 
Tam, &o 
(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON. 


us quo on their part 
4 hoir par 





1 No, 62, 





No. 66. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 1.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under. 
s, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary: Brodrick, 
mation of the Secretary af State, copy of a telegram 


imo, relative to the Nejd disturbances. 


India Office, June 80, 1904. 


Inclosure in No, 66, 
Mr. Brodrick to Government of India, 
(olegraphic.) India Office, Tune 24, 1904. 

YOUR tolegram of the 29th ultimo, 

Instructions have been sent to His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople to 
address representations to the Porte as to maintenance of status quo in Nejd, and, in 
doing so, to make such use of arguments stated by you as he may think judicious. 
With reference to paragragh 5 of your Secret letter of the 3lst March last, fresh 
Measures for the prevention of the importation of arms at Koweit will, for the 

resent, be deferred. You are authorised to send an officer as Political Agent to 
‘oweit immediately, 





No. 67, 


‘Acting Consul Monahan to Sir N, O'Conor.—(Received at the Foreign Ofice, July 4.) 


(No, 28, Confidential.) 
ir, Bussorah, June 9, 1904. 

WITH reteronce to my telegrams Nos. 24 nnd 45 of the ist and 4th instant 
Teepectively, and to previous telographic correspondence, I havo the honour to report as 
follows: 

Tlearnt from a trustworthy source that on tho 26th ultimo a telegram was received 
by the Vali of Bassorah from the Mutessarif of Diwanieh in the sense that troops had 
left Diwanich for Samawa, and that £ T, 1,500 should be remitted at once for purposes 
connected with the expedition to Nejd. Oi the same day a telegeam was received here 

Minister at Constantinople, ordering this money to be remitted, ‘The 

rdingly remitted on Diwanich or Samawa. 
LT. 1,600 was the balance due of the £. 4,000 assigned to t) 
layet as its contribution to the oxponses of the expedition, the same sum, £ T. 4,000, 
haying also been assigned to cach of the Vilayots of Bagdad and Moxsl, A further 
(000 is, in case of need, to be taken from the three vilayots for the 


Baasorah 


expedi 
My informant said the number of troops whese departure from Diwanioh for 
Samawa lad been reported was twelve battalions, with twenty-cight guns, Those 
figures, however, would scem to be too high, especially the number of guns. It iy 
Peale that there wore twelve paper battalions. Tt ix certain that ducing the last six 
Weeks or two months troops from the Bagdad, Bussorah, and Mosul Vilayots have been 
concentrating at Diwanieh and Samawa, and that troops moved from Diwanich to 
Samava towards the end of May; but I gather from various sources that there were not 
finally concentrated at Samawa more thin about twelve battalions, or something over 
4,000 men, with perhaps twelve guns. It also appears that bn Keschid was at, or in 
the immediate neighbourhood of, Samawa in the latter half of M: 

"An eye-witness, who bas since gone to Koweit, reported that be saw a large force 
of Turkish troops with Ibn Reschid’s Arabs, on the 0th ultimo, at a place two day's 
journey from Samawa, which is perhaps called Ain Salim. It is the first watering place 
fon the road from Samawa to Nejd. It seems uncertain whether Ibn Reschid himself 
tame there with these troops from Samana. The troops and tribesmen were waiting 
for stores = Samawa, which, I hear from another source, consisted of three months’ 

[7st P 

















provisions for the troops. The Shemmer 
Aneyzeh, who are less important, wore w 
The whole number of Arab tribesmen with the expedition would be perhaps about 
7,000, Large numbers of camels for the expedition were seized by Ibn Reschid, 
‘The expedition has suffered from heat, and will saffer greatly, even if the wells are 
uot stopped, as it has been ramoured they would be. I have heard that seventy Turkish 
soldiers had already deserted before the end of May. 2 


abs had deserted the expedition, but the 


T have, &, 
(Signed) J. H. MONAHAN, 





No. 68, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received July 5,) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for Indi presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Poreis Affuirs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of telegrams to 
the Viceroy, dated the Int July, and from Viceroy dated the 4th July, relative to Koweit 
alfaies, 


India Office, July 5, 1904. 
ee 


Inclosure 1 in No, 68, 
Mr, Brodrick to Government of Indio. 


(felegenphic.) _P. 
KOWEIT: My telegram of 19th February lout. 
‘Though he does not question the advantages of the new postal arrangement, His 

Majesty's Abamador at Constantinople considers that, until an answer bas been received 

from the Porte to on the subject of Bubyan Island, its execation 

should be delayed. ther any steps to select an officer and establish the 

Post Office have already bee In order to prevent any appearance of infringe 

ment of the sfarus quo during the progress of the Bubyan negotintious, the arrival of the 

postal official at Koweit should, in any case, be delayed, 


India Office, July 1, 1904. 


Tnolosure 2 in No. 68. 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick 

(Telegraphic) P. 

KOWEIT: Plome see your telegram of the Ist July. 

Major Knox selected, in accordance with your telogearn of the 24th June, as Political 
Agent, was prepared to start forthwith, accompanied by assistant surgeon selected for the 
Post Office appointment, who is at Bushire. Departure of both has been deferred. 
Porte, we trust, will be pressed to reply without any delay ; otherwise we hope that 
departure of our officers for Koweit may be sanctioned, having regard to the report that 
‘Turkish troops have arrived at Hagaieja, which constitates serious disturbance of statue 
quo. It is desirable to add that, while the Persian Governor at Bushire is prepared to 
recognize the right of our Consul-General to protect Koweit Arabs, the Turkish Consul- 
‘General is asserting the right to represent them. 


July 4, 1908. 





No. 69, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received July 14.) 
(No, 543, 


Oppter Acapatch 
(rie patch.) 


'y Lond, 
REFERRING to my d 
disturbances near Amara (see 


Constantinople, July 7, 1904. 
teh No. 581 of the Sth instant on the subject of the 
paragraph), I have received telegraphic information 
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from His Majesty's Acting Consul at Bussorah, to the effect that he now considers the 
Teport of Sadun Pasha’s defeat doubtful. 
Thave, &e. 
‘ (Signed) N, R, O'CONOR. 





No. 70. 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received July 15.) 


Sir, India Office, July 18, 1904, 

WITH reference to your lotter of the 25th June, suggesting that the establishment 
of the proposed British Post Office at Koweit should be-postponed pending the receipt 
of a reply from the Turkish Government to the representations addressed to them as to 
Bubyan Island, and to tho telegram of the 1st July to the Viceroy on the subject, 
Tam directed ‘by Mr. Secretary Brodrick to invite the attention of the Marquess of 
Lansdowne to the telegram from tho Viceroy of the 4th instant, in which it is reported 
that the departure from Bushire has been deferred, not only of the Assistant Surgeon 
selected to charge of the Post Office at Koweit, but alio of Major Knox, who has 
been selected for the Office of Politica n accordance with the instractions 
Which, on the receipt of your letter o! were conveyed to the 
Gov int of India in the telegram to the Vicoroy of the 24th ultimo, 

Tho detention of the Politi plated in the telegram to tho 
Viceroy of the Ist ri her it 
is nocessary for the purpose which O'Conor had in view when he requested that 
the dispatch of the Postal Officer might be deferred. He will therefor be glad to 
receive Lord Lansdowne's views on the point, " 

a, &o. 
HORACE WALPOLE, 


Sir N. O'Conor fo the Marquess of Lanulowne—(Received July 18.) 


Therapia, July 13, 1904. 

WIT reference to provious correspondence respecting the dispute between tho 

h of Koweit and his nephews, I have the honour to report to your Lordship that 

His Majesty's A ‘at Bussorah has just informed me by’ telegraph that the 

attestation of the decd of settlement, i the Sheikh's nephows declare that they 

have received in full what ix due to them, was completed by the Vali, and his Council, 
and others on the 11th instant 


‘The nephews have taken possession of the lands, and £ 'T, 2,206 were paid on tho 
27th ultimo, and promissory notes wore given for £ T. 2,000, payable in forty-five 
lays, and a further 2 TT. 3,000, pa one days from that date, 


T have, 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 





The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor, 
(No. 119.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 48, 1904. 
TELE establishment of a post-office at Koweit will be delayed as you suggest. 
Owing to a misunderstanding, the Political Agent has been detained at Bushire, 
‘The India Office have, however, been requested to arrange for his proceeding at once 
to Koweit. 


























No. 73. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 23, 1904. 

I AAT directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 13th instant relative to Koweit. 

It appears to Loni Lansdowne that a misunderstanding has arisen with regard to 
the detention of the officer who has been selected for the post of Political Agent at 
Koweit. The letter from this Office of the 2ist ultimo conveyed his Lordship's 
concurrence in the proposal of the Government of India that Major Knox should 
proceed at once to Koweit, and the subsequent letter of the 25th ultimo, which 
suggested postponing the establishment of the British post-office, was not intended in 
any way {o affect the movements of the Political Agent which had already been 
decided upon. 

T om therefore to suggest that the Government of India should at once be 
requested to instruct Major Knox to proceed to Kowoit 

lam, &. 
(Signed) P. H. VILLIERS, 





. TA. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received July 24.) 


(No. 123. Confidential.) 
(Volegraphic.) P. Constantinople, July 24, 1904, 
KOWEIT. Your Lordship's tologeam No, 119 of yesterday. 
Lyeatury to suggest that it would bo desirable that the Political Agent should 
proceed as quietly as possible to Kowelt, 





No. 76. 
India Office t6 Foreign Office—(Receiced July 80.) 


Sir, India Office, July 20, 1904, 
IN reply to Sir E. Gorst’s lottor of the 25th July relative to a complaint by 
the Turkish Ambassador regarding the proceedings of one of His Majesty's ships in tho 
Khor Abdulla, I am directed by Me. Secretary Brodrick to request that you will inform 
Lord Lansdowne that he has no information of any visit to the Khor by one of His 
‘Majesty's ships since November Inst, when His Majesty's ship “Sphinx” appears to 
have. Provecded thither on two cocasions, once with the Neval Commandertn-chist 
on the East Indies Station accompanied by the Viceroy, and once with His Majesty's 
Consul at Bussorah (Sco Mr. Crow's No. 81, dated the 37th November, 1903). 
Tam, &e 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLY. 





No. 76. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received August 2.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwanis berowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 28th July, relative to Koweit aifairs. 


India Office, August 2, 1904. 








Inclosure in No. 76, 
Mr. Brodrick to Government of India, 
(Telegraphic) P. India Office, July 28, 1904 
ROWETY. Your telegram of the 4th July. 
Major Knox should proceed to Kovweit without delay, and without attracting 


unnecessary attention en route, Detention of assistant surgeon for post-office was 
alone contemplated in my telegram of the Ist July, not that of Political Agent, 





No.7. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O' Conor. 

(No. 195.) 
(Telegraphic,) P. Forrign Office, August 6, 1904. 

“WHLHT foference to your telegram to Consul Crow of the 16th Febuncy las, and 
to his despatch No, 24 Of the 19th May, the Government of India urge that further 
representations should be made for the release of the Sheikh of Koweit's Agent, and 
Mubarak has telegraphed to Lord Curzon direct on the subject. 

If you see no objection, please take steps accordingly. 


No. 78. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—{Recei 
(No, 611.) 


My Lond, Therapio, July 90, 1904. 
WITH reference to my telegraphic despatch No, 543 of the 7th instant, on 


August 8.) 


the subject of the recent hostilities in the Nejd district, I have the honour to 
inform your Lordship that T have rocoived telegraphic information from Hix 


Majesty's Acting Consul at Bussorah to the effect that the Vali hns concluded a 
truce with Sadun Pasha, but that this is of a temporary nature, and that disturbances 
aro probably recommencing. The Vali is still nt Amara, 

A Tarkish gun-boat appears to have shelled the Arwbs a month ago, but it is said 
‘that only blank charges were used. 

Sadun Pasha is no longer upon the scone; indeed, it is denied by some that he 
has over been in the locality, His present whereabouts is not known. 

Mr. Monahan adds that the Matessarif of Ni , in the Mountefik country, 
resigned a month ago, but for purely personal reasons. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR. 


79. 
Sip N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansilowne—(Recelved August 8.) 


(No. 620.) 
My Lond, Gonstantinople, August 8; 1904, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 543 of the 7th ultimo, I have the honour to 
forward to your Lordship herewith paraphrase of a telegram from His Majesty’ 
Acting Consul at Bussorab, reporting that information las been received from the 
Musbir of Bagdad of a defeat of Bin Saoud near Ardié, Mr. Monahan adds that a 
conflicting report states that the fighting resulted in a contrary sense. 


L hare, &e. 
(Signed) . R. O'CONOR. 











Inclosure in No. 79. 


Acting Consul Monahan to Sir N. O' Conor. 

(No, 44) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 
HOSTILITIES in Nejd. 
With reference to my telegram No. 41 of the 28th ultimo, Vali and Brigadier- 

General here have received following telegram from Mushir of Bagdad — 


Bussorah, August 


“‘fologram from Amir, stating following, dispatched 20th July from Medina — 


“+ Enemy defeated by us at Ardié and 500 killed. Thn Saoud wounded and two 
of his brothers killed. He is boing pursued by Turkish troops. We suffered no 
Tosses.'"” 


Here follow cypher groups, meaning, I hear, Hsa should be informed of his 
fight.) 

Ina letter received here from Koweit there is n circumstantial report of a victory, 
apparuntly on the same date (a Thursday) and at the same place, near Boreida, but in 
a contmry soso. 

"The truth is not yot known. 





No. 80. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 13.) 


THE Under-Seoretary of State for India presonts his compliments to the Under- 
Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of ‘a telogram 
from the 13th instant, regarding the Political Agent for Koweit. 


India Office, August 18, 1904. 


Inclosure in No. 80, 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 
August 13, 1904, 


(Telegraphic) | P. 


YOUR telegram of the 28th July. 
Knox has proceeded to Koweit, leaving Bushiro on the 5th. 








No. 81. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lanadowne,—(Received August 15.) 


(No, 635.) 
My Lord, mnstantinople, August 9, 1904. 

WITTE reference to my despatch No, 570 of the 13th ultimo, I have the honour 
to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Acting 
Consul it Bussorah, reporting the sottlement of the dispute between the Sheikh of 
Kowoit and his nephews on the subject of their property. 

have, &e. 
(Signed) N, R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 51. 


‘Acting Consul Monahan to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(No. 35.) 
Sir, Bustorah, July 15, 1904 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 37 of the 12th instant, I have the honour 


to report that shortly after the date of Mr, Crow's departure on the 20th May, the 
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Sheikh of Koweit discovered thut there was a mistake as to boundaries in the deed of 
settlement which had been drawn up to conclude the dispute between him and his 
hephows. This mistake had to be rectified by the lawyers here. from the 
Ministry of Justice the execution of such » deed of settlement 
the Vali and his Council, and not by a notary p In consequences of the no: 
Attendance of some members of the Council the attest testation 
by Buse jes which was desired by the Sheikh of I npleted 
tuntii the 1ith Lastly, Lalso, in compliance with the, Sheikh’s request, have 
ed my attestation of the execution and of the signature of the Vali and his 
16% Turkish Tims were paid to the nephews, and 
mt the 27th ultimo, given to them signed by the Shetkh’s 
Haji Mansour, a local Notable, one of the arbitrators in 
00, payable in forty-five days, and for £3,000, payable in ninety 
x» from that date. 
is varies from, the arrangement reported in Mr. Crow's No. 3 
the 12th May, but is‘considered to be quite safe. 
hews have received the five landed properties in question mentioned in 
Mr. Crow's No, 18 of the Sth M settlement which they have 
executed, they state that the aixh all the money dus to then 
With reference to your ch of the 10th May, £ would submit 
that the exile of the two nephews to Bagdad could hardly be useful, as they could 
readily communicate thenes through Samawa with Yusuf El Ubrahim, in Nejd, 
understand that the Sheikh is now amicably disposed towards his nephews, and that 
their conduct and nttitude have of Inte beon unexeeptionnble, It would perhaps be 
best to wait ond see how they behave after they have got all the money, or at any rate 
the second instalment of it 


Council, "Five or six 
two promissory no 
agent here, to the 


. Confidential, of 


T havo, &e, 
(Signed) T. H, MONAHAN. 





No. 82. 


Sir N. O'Conor to che Marquess of Lanuilowne—(Received August 15,) 


Constantinople, August 9, 1904. 

nce to my despatch No. 629 of the Sed August, on the subject of 
the recent hostilities in Nejd, I have the honour to forward to your Lordship horewith 
a copy of a despatch from Lientenant-Colonel Maunsell, Military Attaché to tho 
Embassy, reporting a conversation with the Ministor for War, relative to the defeat 
of Ton Saoud by Turkish troops, and the Turkish claim to Kassim, Ibn Roshid’s 
territory. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) R. O'CONOR, 


Inclusure in No, 82. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Maunsell to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 51.) 
8i Therapin, August 9, 1904, 

I HAVE the honour to report that in an interview with the Minister of War, 
yesterday, I asked him whether it was true that a battle had taken place in Central 
‘Arabia, in which the Imperial troops had defeated Ibn Saud. 

T asked regarding “ the fighting in Nejd,” but he corrected me and said, * You must 
mean in Kassim, which depends on Medina. 

He confirmed our news that Ibn Saoud had been defeated by four 
Imperial troops which had reached Hail from Samawa on the Euphrat 
that Thu Saoud was now in flight towards the south. I asked, “ Did not the Imperial 
troops come in as allies of Ibn Rashid ?” 

Mite said “No; the Wahabites under Thn Saoud have been gaining strongth lately, 
and have pushed into our territory of Kassim, whence we have now driven them ont’ 

‘Throughout, he seemed to treat Ibn Rashid's country as ‘Turkish territory. 
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T asked if the Imperial troops intended remaining as a garrison in Hail, and he 
answered in the affirmative. 

Tt may be mentioned that at the time of the Egyptian occupation of Central 
Arabia, the country of which Hail was the capital, formed the province of Kassim 
dependent on Medina, 

T have, &c, 


(Signed) F, RB, MAUNSELL, Lieuten 
Military Attaché. 


Colonel, 





No. 83. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquers of Lansdowne-—{Received August 29.) 


(No. 674.) 
My Lord, ‘Therapia, August 28, 1904. 

WITH reforence to my telegmm No. 183 of the 12th instant, and to ‘previous 
correspondence upon the subject of the hostilities earri in the Nejd district 
between Ibn Saoud and Ibn Rashid, and the reported participation of ‘Turkish troops 
in aupport of the Inter, I have the honour to state that I have received telegrams 
from His Majesty's Acting Consul at Bussorah reporting, firstly, that he has heard 
from Koweit, on more or less reliable authority, that Ibn Rashid with Turkish troy 
wos fncing Tbn Saoud near Alruss, in the neighbourhood of Boreids, on the 3rd August, 
but that nothing decisive had ocourred, and, secondly, that ‘Turkish official accounts of 
tho ovonts that have taken place are not to be relied on, but that the ‘Turkish: troops 
and guns eaptured on the 14th July had heen subsequontly retaken, 

Mr, Monalian adds that he is told that £'T.$,000 have been sont from Bussorah 
for the use of n Turkish foree now at Medina which is to be employed in the Nojd 
campaign, 

The Inst telegraphic nows from Bussorah is to the effect that Mr. Monahan hears, 
‘on apparontly good authority, that the Turkish soldiers captured, presumably io cone 
sequence of the treachery of Thu Rashid ns reported from Bagdad, have written to 
their friends that all their offlcers were killed in the ongagoment near Boreida, and 
that tho Turkish losses would appear to have been heavy 

‘The great distance that the seat of hostilities is situated at from our centres of 
information, and the unreliability of our means of communication make it extromely 
hard to know what hing actually happened, and it will prohably be some time befor 
we can receive reliable information as to the nature and fate of the Turkish expedition, 
sand ns to whether Ibn Saoud of Tbu Rashid is in the ascendant. 

[ have, &e, 


(Signed) - BR. O'CONOR, 





No. 84 
India. Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 2.) 


Sir, India Office, September 1, 1904. 
WITH reference to Sir E. Gorst's lettor of the 25th July last, and Sir A. Goal 
reply of the 29h idem, an the subject of a complaint by the ‘Turkish Ambassador 
regarding alleged survey operations by one of His Majesty's ships in the Khor Abdul 

Lam directed by Mr. Stcretary Brodrick to transmit, for Lord Lansdowne’s, consider 
tion, » copy of « telegram fron the Government of India supporting » proposal by the 
Nayal Commander-in-chiof that, when the Investigator " proceeds to Koweit to survey 
the harbour, the opportunity should be taken to survey the Khor Abdulla, as far ae the 
‘bar cast af Warbo Island (at the northern extremity of Bubian Island) ani the channel 
round Dubina Island. Mr. Brodrick understands that the expression “channel round 
Bubian Island includes also the Khor Subbiyah. 

Mr. Rrodrick is not aware that the Turkish Government have as yet replied to the 
ropresentations made by Sir N. O’Conor to the Minister for Foreign Affaim (and 
reported in his despatch of the 16th May last) regarding the withdrawal of the Tarkish 
post from Bubijan, or that they have in fact withdrawn the post. Moreover, their 





a 


the alleged proceedings of His Majesty's ship “Sphinx” in the 
indicate a disposition to ageept the viow of the Sheikh 
land presented to them by Sir N. O’Conor. 
Brodrick will be glad to be favoured with Lord 
Lansdowne's views upon the proposal of the Government of India 
: ae Thave, & 
HORACE WALPOLE. 


recent protest 
Khor Adbulia 
of Koweit’s clai 


Inclosure in No, 84. 


Gorernment of India to Nir. Brodrick 


telegraphic.) P. _ August 19, 1904 
BPA SRTEUCS x sicanca wit esa Gonvajed yo Badr despatch of the 
16th Octobor, 1903, His Majesty’s ship “Investigator” leaves on 10th October to 
survey Koweit Harbour. Admiral asks that Khor Abdullah may be aurvey 
time, as far as bar east of Warba Island, but including 
Khor on several occasions of late has been visited by our ships, aud in 
survey would be very desirable; we should be glad to know, howover, bofuto issuing 
orders, whether there are any serious objections to the Admiral’s proposal. ‘The survey 
would stop sevoral railes short of the Turkish port of Um Kasr, and would be conducted 
As unostentatiously as possible. Having regard to tho fact that we claim equal rights 
of access to Khor, wo do not think work need be proveuted hy objections raised by 
Turkey. Bubian case may have been settled by October, 


ur opinion 





No. 85 


The Marquess of Lansdowne {0 Sir N'. O'Conor 
No, 826.) 
sr Foreign Office, September 18, 1004. 

T TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith copy of a letter from the Indin 
Office,* forwarding a telegram from the Government of India, in which they suggest 
that the proposed survey operations of the “ Investigator,” which have alrondy been 
fonotioned so far as concerns Koweit Harbour, should be further extended 60 ax to 
include part of the Khor Abdulla and tho channel round Bobian Island, 

While there is uo doubt that the proposed survey is in itself very desirable, it is 
possible that the suspicion which it might arouse in the mind of tho Turkish Govern- 
ment would be prejudicial to the success of the negotiation in which your Excelloney 
is engaged regarding the claitn of the Sheikh to Bubian Island, and, before replying 
to the India Office, Y should wish to have your opinion on the proposal. 

Tom, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lanniowne.—( Received September 19.) 


we eae Constantinople, September 13, 1904. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 674 of the 28rd August, respecting 
hostilities in Nejd, I have the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith para 
jhrase of a telegram from His Majesty's Acting Consul at Jeddah, reporting the 
leparture of three Turkish battalions to help Bin Rashid. | 
have, &o. 


(Sigued) . R. O'CONOR. 




















Inclosure in No. 86. 
Acting Consul Husain to Sir N, O' Conor 
Jeddah, September 12, 1904. 
eference to my telegram to your Excellency of the 28th May last, I have 


the honour to report that General Arif Pasha is proceeding to the assistance of Bia 
Rashid with three Turkish battalions from Medina. 





No. 87. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received September £6.) 
(No. 726.) 
My Lord, ‘Theropia, September 19, 1904, 

WITH reference to your despatch No, 826 of the 1th September respecting the 
proposed survey operations of the “ Investigator," I do not think much is to be gained 
by abstaining irom surveying the Chor Abdallah and the Bubian Island Channel out 
of complacency to Turkey, while, on the other hand, having in tnind tho disputed 
Ownership of tho island, we should, f anything, gain something by making evident ta 
the Turks our views in regard to that question. 

T have had no answer ns yet from the Minister for Foruign Affairs with roferenes 
to my demand for the withdrawal of the Turkish military station on the south-cast 
(Al Geil) point of Bubian, but, on the other hand, I have not prowod the rater yery 
bard, as have kept it as a roply to tho representations which are likely to be made at 
no distant date in connection with the appointment of a British Agent and the 
establishment of a British post-office at Koweit 

Meantime, T vee no objection to the propose survay of the « Investigator.” 

have, &o, 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 





No. 88, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquers of Lanadownr,—(Received September 26.) 
(No. 735.) 
My Lord, 
I WAVE the honour to report that Nouri Pasha has been dismissed from his post 
‘45 Vali of Bussorah, and also from that of Commandant of the forces jn that provinos. 
‘Though Nouri Pasha had been occasionally obstructive in commercial matters, 


Therapia, September 20, 1904, 


yet he did not show any disposition to in the delicate political affairs of the 
Persian Gulf, ‘The post has boon filled, for the present, by the temporary appointment 
of Fahri Pasha, who was recently natned Chiet of the Staff of the Sixth (Bagdad) 
Army Corps, having been employed on tho General Statf at Constantinople after a 
course of instruction in Germany. Ho is a smart and energetic officer, and his 
departure on the 13th instant from Bagdad for his new post probably indicates the 
adoption of active measures. As, however, he is aceompanted by General Muhammad 
Pasha Daghestani, who, the Minister of War has informed the Military Attaché of 
this Embassy, has been specially selected to deal with the fresh disturbances which 
hhave broken out, apparon tly in conncetion with Sadun Pasha and. the Muntolk Arabe 
(see my despatoh No. 722 of the 13th instant), it is probable that the efforts of the 
new Vali, whether Fahri Pasha or a permanent titulaire, will at first be directed 
towards a thorough suppression of the revolting tribes. Muhathmad Pasha Daghestani 
is the nephew of the celebrated Circassian Chief, Schamyl, who resisted the Russians 
so long in their conquest of the Caueasus. He was ones in high favour at the Palace, 
but for wany years post be hus been oxiled to Bagdad, where he is looked upon as the 
only fighting General inthe Sixth Corps. In spite of the comparative failure of his 
action against Sadun Pasha ast winter, as reported to your Lordship at the time, the 
Minister of War scems to think Muhammad Pasha an excellent man for the work for 
which he has been selected. 
T have, &. 


(Signed) R OCONOR. 








Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received September 26.) 


Sin Therapio, September £0, 1904 
” WITH reference to my despateh No. 12th instant reporting the disp: 
from Medina of Turkish soldiers to reinforce the troops with Ibn Rashid, | have the 
honour to report that the Minister of War ls informed Colonel Maunsell that the 
Premuus fored of four battalions, sent to assist the Emir of Nejd, having suffered defeat 
and the loss of the Colonel at Kassim where it was now holding defensive position, & 
had to be dispatched consisting of three battalions under Aarif Pasha, ao 

energetic staff officer, who joined the Yemen corps two years ago. i ‘ 

The Minister of War said he thought these troops mast have now effected a janation 
with the other force at Kassim and that the total strength of seven battalions would be 
ite sufficient to drive off ibn Saoud’s men, His Excellency eolarged to Colonel 
ui unsell on the great difficulties of the want of water and supplics along the camden 
Medina, and said that a column of 3,000 neo was all that could be properly provides toss 
but that others might sollow if required, He also mentioned that the Wahabis under 
Ibn Saond were ia possession of some old iron cannon dating from the time of Ibrahim 
Pasha’s invasion of the Nejd from Egypt. 5 

1 have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch which I have just aly 
from His Majesty's Consul-Gengral at Bozdad, containing detala of the alleged treac! hers 
killing of the Turks in question by Ibo Rashid himself duriag che conflict with Tha 
Saoud, but I have not yet been able to obtain any confirmation of this version of the 
affair at Kassim. Vhave, he 


(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No, 89. 


Conmul-General Newmarch to Sir N. O'Conor, 

dhs Bagdad, August 10, 1904. ! 

IN continuation of my telegram of the 10th instant about the treacherous killing of 

some Turks by Ibn Rashid, I have the honour to submit herewith the further details 
omised in that telegraun 

Bows. Its ae that the Vali has received a telegram from Osman Pasha, of Medina, 
to the following etfeet :— 

‘bo Tesshid has hilled the Meer Alai (Commander) of the troops sent to nysst Sian 

inst Tho S9oud because be refused to suarch the troops in front of Thm Rashid’s Arabs. 

Tho Rashid then ordered Bimbashi Ramzan Agha (the second in command) to march the 

troops in advance of his Arabs, and daciog n fight with Lha Snoui's Arabs Thin Rashid’ 

‘Arabs fired at the troops killing 100 and wounding 90. Among the killed were Bimbushi 

Ramzan Agha, a Captain of Artillery, and 19 Zabats (Lieutenants), asia ai 

It is said that the Vali is doing hia utmost to suppress this news, He ral hat 

the Turks lost heavily in an engagement with tb Saond, but states that Ibn Saoud was 

‘eventually defeated and had to beat s retreat. 
T have, Se. 
(Signed) L. 8. NEWMARCH, Mojor, 
Political Resident in Turkish Arabia. 





No. 90. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lanwlowne—(Received October 8.) 


Geo. Therapia, September 27, 190% 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 735 of the 20th instant respecting the 
Goren beesnt of the Bates of Bussorah, I have the honour to report that 
the Sultan bas now definitely appointed Mukliss Pasha as the Vali. This official was 
recently Commander of the gendarmerie regiment at Satoniea, and, thoagh his position 
naturally brought him into collision with the forvign ollicers, yet General de Giorgis 














was of opinion that they might easily have had a worse official to desl with. His 

intment to Bussorah is, at any rate, far less objectionable than would have been 

Ealib Bey, whose candidature, alluded to in my despatch No. 684, Very 

Confidential, of the 26th ultimo, was strongly supported by the Palace clique, and was 

only rejected, so thi izier assures me, by the support which my strong repre- 

sentations afforded to His Highness’ remonstrances against the promotion of such a 
notorious intriguer as the ex-Mutessarif of Nejd. 

Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) N. RB. O'CONOR, 





No. 91. 
India Office to Foreign Office, {Received Octover 4.) 


THE Under-Secrotary of State for Ind mpliments to the Undre- 
Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, copy of a lottor from 
the Government of India, dated the 1st ultimo, and inolosures, relative to the grant of 
4 loan to the Sheikh of Kowoit 


India Office, October 3, 1904. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 91. 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick 


E have tho honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
nd July last, calling for a report as to the couside: ich led the Goverment 

a to grant a loan of 1,00,000 rupees to the Sheikh of Koweit. 

Tn reply, we have the honour to forward, for your a copy of the 
correypondence detailed in the annexed Schedule.* Ie will be tin Jonuary 
last Sheikh Mubarak expressed to Colonel Kemball, who was then on a visit to Koweit, 
his desire to securv « Ioan to enable him to meet the payments duo in connection with 
tho sottloment of the dispute between him and hie nephews regurding the division of 
tho family propertics Fao and Bussorah. Subsequently, on Colonel Kemball’s 
advice, he preferred a formal request for an advance af 1,00,000 rupees. 

3. Having regard to the nature of our relations with the Sheikh, and as the need 
for the loan had arisen out of a wattlement, in the conclusion of which we had shown a 
special intorext, wo considered it desirable that he should be prevented from turning 
for pecuniary help to any other quarter; and we accordingly decided to render the 
required assiatance, and sanctioned the loan, on the condition that it should be repaid 
before the close of 1905 in two instalments, and that the Sheikh should undertake, 
pending the repayment of the amount, not to borrow from other sources without 
previous reference to us. 
4. It will be noted from Major Cox's letter, dated the 23rd July, that Sheikh 
arak has given the required undertaking, and, in ucknowledging the receipt of the 
has further promised to repay it before the date stipulated. As to the property 
settlement, His Majesty's Consul at Bussorah re by telegram on the 12th July 
that the matter was closed, Sheikh Mubarak having arranged the payments due to his 
nephews. We trust that our action will mect with your approval. 
We have noted, for future guidance, the orders contained in the concluding 
of paragraph 2 of your letter, directing that, ou general grounds, loans to 
authorities or porsons outside India should not be granted without your sanction. 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘AMPTHILL. 
E. FG. LAW 
E. R. ELLES. 
A. T. ARUNDEL. 
HL ERLE RICHARDS. 
J. P. HEWETT. 


* Schedule not printed. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 91, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to the Government of India, 


Hustere, March 18, 1904 

VE the honour to roport that whon T was recently at Koweit, Sheikh Mubarak 

eatereabes: fcct that the British Governmont would vod as to 

» him to enable him to pay the amount due by hism 

Thews in accordance with the settlement lately arrived at. I told the Shoikh 

that it would be advisablo that he should pot hi request in, wting, a tho Sheikh 
cordingly handed to me the letter, a copy af which 1 submit herewith 

sie wabuntting, the Sheikha request for the cotsiderntion ond orders of the 

Government of India, I t it advinable to make certain inquirios on the subjeo 

from His Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, whos roply I have the honour to forward 


yerow ith “ 
Botan of of that it would be as well to comply with the Shuikh's request on 


standing that half of the loan will be repaid before the end of the current 
the end of 1905, the sum due to the nephews being 


8 request to me to the 
advance of 1,00,000 


year, and the balance 
ia suggested by Mr, Crow, throngh the Consulate at Bussorah, 


Inclosuro 3 in No. 91 


Sheikh Mubarakeos-Sabah to Lieutenant-Colone! Kemball 
(Translation. 
Aftor compliments), 
LET itm hidden fr Se 4 ‘ 
the inxpoction of the propertios ajt Mansur Suliman 
P tho bora in place of one-quarter of F wha 
Sufiych, and Khor propertics, as well as vax (Turkiah pounds). 
(8,000 1.) 2,000 1. are on account of date crops of past years, and 0,000 for last year's 
date if the Zein and Suflyeh properties, Of those (6,000 L,) 1,000 liras (the 
Sheikh preamably means 1,500 L.) are overestimated. The Fao property bocomes 
J propertiew and the money will go the boy’. 
which T can pay the sum, 1 accordingly 
1 Ioan of 1,00,000 rupe 


Zil Haj 11, 1921 (February 28, 1904) 
‘are i Bussorah that after 


Bay oven property, and the af 


WT have no money at present f i 
request that the British Government will kindly give 
Payment to tho bays. Iwill repay with gratafulniers 60,000 rupees the noxt date neason, 
fey the date acason of 1322, and the balance of 50,000 rupeos the your after, i.e, the 


dato season of 1 


Inclosure 4 in No. 91 


Consul Crow to Liewtenant-General Kemball. 


Bussorah, March 9, 1904. 

< reply to your letter No, 203 of 3rd March, in regard to the amount due by the 

Sheikh of me to iis nephews, according to the settlement and valuation of the 

> the honour to forward herewith a statement showing the calculation as 

here, from which it appears that the Sheikh has to pay £ 'T. 6,930 (6,390 liras). 

This agrees approximately with his statement to you, allowing for the difference of what 
be describes as an over-estimate of £'T. 1,500. 


Te would be well to advise the Sheikh to pay the money through this Consulate 











The net revenue from the Fao estate after payment of expense 
bout 1,600 karas of dates valued at £ T. 6, wh 
800 liras) per annum. 


and Government: 
is equivalent to £T. 9,000 


r 
Mabnrst’s ‘nephews os 


IN receive iv exehe of Pao and Sufiyeh 


‘wir share of throe Klowaee nnd ty held in partner 


hip with Alisc-Mham 
Due fut lat yeoe's 


21,990 


phew» share of the Koweit house does not appear ia this sovvumt. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 91 


Government of India to Mojor Cox. 


May 24, 1904, 
wat the 

he Sheikh of Koweit, to 

‘mount due by him to his nepheva in accordance with the 


T_AM directed to acknowl 
18th Maroh last 
enable 


the receipt of Colonel Ki 
ng the loan of 1,00,000 rupees v 
m to pay thi 

mont lately arrived 
2, Tam to convey the anneti 


of the Government of India to the grant of a loan 


niJitions that half of 
nd tho balance before 
» borrow from other 
nce to the Government of 


of 1,00,000 rupees to the Sheikh, froe of interest, subject to tt 


the fonn should bo repaid before’ the cl current year, 
the ond of 1905, and that the Sheikh should undertake not 
sources till this loan has boon repaid, without provious ref 
India, through the Resident in the Porsian Gulf 


Incloaure 6 in No, 91 


Major Cox to Government of India. 


Bushire, 1904, 
the honour to refer to Foreign Department lett ied the 24th May 
last, intimating that the Government of India wero gracious: wed to sanction & 
of 1,00,000 rupocs to the Sheikh ° 
2. Shoikh Mubarak having accepted the conditions in writing with much gratitude, 
Honey wos dispatched to him on the 30th ultimo by His Majesty's ship “Sphinx,” 
id Tnow have the honour to forwant a translation of his letter, dated the Ist fastant, 

since received. He hopes vo repay the money before the date stipula 


Koweit on certain conditions, 


Inclosure 7 in No, 91 


Sheith Mubarak-el-Sabah to Major Coz. 


(Pronsiation.) July 1, 1904. 

T BEG to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 16th Rab-ulSani, 1322, and 
to state that His Majesty's ship “Sphinx” arrived here, and I received the sum of 
1,00,000 rupees, and gavo a receipt in duplicate for the same. By the grace of God I 
shall refand the amount, with thanks, at the beginning of the month of Shaban, 1329. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 91 


Government of India to Mojor Co 
Simla, August 9, 1904. 

ultimo, T am directed to request 

of the written undertaking by. the 

source till the repayment of the loan 


WITH reference to your ‘letter, dated 
that you will forward to this ( 
Sheikh of Koweit not to borrow from any oth 
granted to him by the Government of India. 





Inilin Office to Foreign Office—(Received October 5.) 


mts to the Under 
ry Brodrick, 


THE Under-Sooretary of State for India presents his compli 
Beorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Socxe 
for the Information of the Socrotary of Stato, capios af incl 
etter from the Foreign Socrotary, Simla, dated the Sth September, xolative 10 tho 
inprisoned Agent of th 


India Office, October 4, 1904. 


Sheikh of Kowet. 


Tnolosure 1 in No. 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


Bushire, August 17, 1904 
artmont indorsemont of the 214t July last, on tho subject 

Sheikh of Koweit, I have the honour to forward an 
ation received from Hix Britannic Majesty's Consul, Busworah, 
all the information that Government desire 


ial.) 
Foreign D 

med Agent 0 
Monahan’s lotter rofers to a 

bur to forward at the samo time copy 
wubject, from which Governn 


which I think gives 
other quest 
fw letter from the 


fe wnt will realize how 


Political Agent, Koweit, on the 
strongly Sheikh Mubarak feels about it 


Inologare 2 in 
Acting Consul Monahan to Major Cox. 


Bussorah, August 12, 1904. 


Extrac 
‘ t co to your indorsement dated the 4th instant, 1 have the to 


WITH. rok 
tate what follow 
1 having expressed a wish to be trans 
Mie trom. tho, Wali, was roccivod 
hero from ( ng that he should be ker At the 
Suggestion of His Maj xdor at Constantinople, Yam confidentially lott 
the Sheikh know that his Excellency the Ambassador i now prossing for the Agent’ 
release a 
The Agent is in good health. 
estimated by my informant, who has scen it, and about 
32 foot high. It rece e igh a gootl- 
sized door, My informant noticed only a bed and matting in the room. His fn 
are allowed freely to visit the A, ad he takes prison-yard, and 
fometinies in the evening is allowed into the adjoining larger court-yard 
Government building, which courtyard is open along the side of the Bussorah 
* creck” or river, having only a railing along the river bank, 


room to himself in the 
‘as about 18 feet hy 16 


He has 











Inclosure # in No. 


Captain Knox to Major Cox. 


Koweit, August 7, 1904. 
pject of Sheikh Mubarak’s servant, 
rkish authorities in of 


I HAVE the honour to address you on th 

il Aziz-bin-Salim-bin-Badar, who is im 
near Bussorah. 

2, It is, T consider, extremely significant that I had hardly vet foot in Sheikty 
Mubarak’s fore ho wttacked mo ikh said frankly 
that, while he was inspired with the gi t tion for the British 
Government and the English generally, he did not consider that his efforts to gaia 
their good-will had met with the return thoy deserved 

3, Whon I asked to explain further, he said that he alluded in particular to this 

w of his servant, for whose release he has been prossing for a long time without 


am wall awaro that, quite recently, fresh efforts have been made in this 

nd T informed the ‘Sheikh of the fact. I think, however, that it is well 

record that the Sheikh rogarda this ax a tost case ; and that, if diplomatic 

rupresentations at Constantinople fail, British prestige with him will receive a severe 
blow 

§ “1 the Sheikh that I feel «ure that neither the ( amen 

of India nor the Resident in the Persinn Gulf will cease to watch over his interests, 

and to fulfil, as far as posible, his logitimate desires, and that one of my first 

official lottors will bo a strong representation urging the release of Abdul-Aziz-bine 
Salim, 





No, 98 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Recelved October 5.) 


Sie, India Office, October 5, 1904. 

WITH reference to Sir 'T, Sanderson's letter of tho 25th Inne Inst, regarding the 
proposed arrangement for the establishment of o British post office at ‘Kowoit, I 
Airectod by Mr. Secretary Brodrick to request that you will lay before the Marq 
Lanadowno the inclosed cop Vice 1 the 20th Sop- 
tember, inquiring whether the ti Yot come for giving acct to the sohom 

Tam to add that Mr, Brodrick concurs in the view of the Government of 
that, even if the time is still not opportune for establishing the post office, the assista 
surgeon, who will hereafter discharge tho dutics of postmaster in addition to his 
professional duties, might, should Lord Lansdow no objection, be permitted to 
prooeeil to Kowuit for th only 

Lam, & 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


Inclowure in No. 98, 
Government of India to Mr, Brodrick 


lographic.) September 26, 1904. 
KOWEIT. Your telegrams of the 1st July and the 28th July 
Dirvetor-Goneral of Post Office hax recently revived petition from Karaghl 
Merohants’ Association, asking for post office at Kaw 
Presence there of our Political Agent also renders 
ments advisable. I shonld be glad to learn whether postmast 
there 
Bven if it is still considered undesirable to open post office at Koweit, the 
presume, no objeotion to assistant surgeon being sent there; his services 


required by P. ent, who has now into residence. 








‘The Marquess of Lenadowne to Sir N. O’Conor. 
clegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 6, 1904. 
KOWEIT Post Office 
With reference to your despatch No. 448 of the 13th Juno, let me have your views 
on the following point >— 
"The India Office ask whether the postmaster may now go to Koweit, as the Kurrachoe 
merchants bave petitioned for the office to be opened, and tho presence of the Political 
Agent renders an improvement in the postal arrangements desirable. If the moment 


js not opportune, their suggestion is that the aasistant surgeon, who will hereafter be 
postmaster, might go now ax doctor to the Agency 





No. 95. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lausdowne,—{Recviced October 10.) 


Constantinople, September 30, 1904. 
WITH roference to my despatch No. 786 of the 26th instant, I have the honour 
to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch from His Majosty 
Goneral at Bag tranamitting an extmet from a letter received from the Pritish 
Consul at Karbala, regarding the reoent fighting between Thu Swood and Thu Rashid. 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 95. 
Consul-General Newmarch to Sir N, O'Conor, 


Sir, Bagdad, August 20 1904. 
L HAVE the houour to submit, for your Excelloney’s information, the accompanying 
extract from a letter [ have received from the British Vice-Consul at Karbala, regarding 
tho recent fighting between Thu Saoud and Tbn Rashid 
2, Amid so many conllicting stories it is not easy to discover the truth, but I 
incline to the belief that, whatever else may have happened, the ‘Tarkish troopy havo 
ustained a serious roverse in those part. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) LS. NEWMARGH, Major, 
Political Resident in Turkish Arabia. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 95. 
Vice-Consul Muhammad Mohsin tv ConsullsGenerul Newmarch. 


extrac Karbala, August 25, 1901 
(ExtEet) cc the past few days news provailed hero thst Tin Ssoud, the grent Amir 
of Nedjd, against whom and in support of his opponent, the Asnir of Jabal Shasnmar, 
of Nels sapeat troops, was Killed, and his Arabs totally defeated. ‘This news 
Jouane public talk here, and I heard’ the some from the Mutessarif, who also added 
TretheBulton had issued on Iradé for the bestowal of a silver medal to each of the 
soldiers & | and a gold modal, with promotion of ono degre, to each of their 
officer let the Turke ond the people were joyously handling this news, there ware 
others who denied their statements and believed that the case was altogether different, 
eet that this rumour was purposely invonted by the Turks either for some political 
intention or to conceal their misfortune. I asked the Mutessarif if the Government 
bial posted soldiers. in those places which were taken from Saoud for the sake of theit 
Petter protection ; he said no, they were left to the entire care of the Amir of Jabal 
Shazamar, who isthe trustee and the Representative of the Soltan there, 

17st) 











Yesterday afternoon we suddenly heard that th were returnin, 
Karbala on their way to Bagdad with the head of Tbn Saou ry great 

was set amongst the people v mit in hundreds to receive them. A 
zaptiehs and some low officials were also sent. After half rT saw from the n 
of t e-Consulate n Arabs riding on camels 
These Arabs wero surrounded and followed by the zaptichs and the multitude who 


carrying a banner. 


had gone out to moot thera, and most of their banners bad many holes in them. T 
largest of these, whish was front of all, and by kish Crescent and 
Star with the writing of “La Taha lah Mohamadun Rasool Wah” on one side, and 
“Nasrum min Ullah wa Fathun Karoeb wa Bashshir il Moomincen 
said to » Tho Sond. ‘They all had re 

with brass top-globes surmounted by short iron hearers, who were the 
Arabs of Tbn Rashid, were taken direct to the Municip hore the Matessarif and 
other Turkish olficials received them very kindly. ‘The banners, which they claimed 
to belong to the defeated enemy, wero posted round the Municipality compoun 


¢ got up and, in the presence of the multitnde, delivered a long speech 


whon a pre 
which ended with prayors for the Sultan of Turkey 

This is all that was witnessed here in consequence of the claimed victory. Th 
were neither heads nor any other small thing showing that they had really be 
Victorious. Beaides, the troops sont by Turkey are not known where they have ended, 
and had this victory been truo, at least some of them ought to have returned with 
these flags in order ta make their arrival more showy and imposing to the public 
Howover, lying nows is very much about; Nn Saoud that he was either killed, 

or his left hand blown off by a shell and theroby entirely defeated. Ton 

abbab, of Koweit, i aid to have died of cholera. 





No. 96, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received October 10.) 
Constantinople, October 10, 1904 


6th inatant 





No. 97. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, October 10, 1904 
TAM diroctod by the Marquoss of Lansdowne to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of the 6th instant, incloaing copy of a tolegram from the Government of 
India, in which they inquire whether effect can now be given to the s r 
tho establishment of a British post office at Kowoit, and suggest, in the event of the 
moment not, being opportune, that the it xurgeon who will eventually disoharge 
the duties of postmaster should at all events be allowed to proceed to Koweit as doctor 
to the Agency 
His Majesty's Ambaskacor at Constantinoplo, whot Lord Lansdowne has consul 
on the subject, profers the latter arrangement, and Lord 
opinion. 


Lam, &e, 
(Signed) ELDON GORST. 





71 


No, 98 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received October 17.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State f Aifnirs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of u telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 16th October, relative to the action ta Agent of 
the Sheikh of Koweit at Pao in arresting three Turkish soldiers of murder. 


Indin Office, October 17, 1904 


Inclosure in No. 98, 
Government of India to Mr. Brodrick, 
(Telegraphic) _P. October 16, 1904. 
FOREIGN seoret. 
Resident at Bashite reports Koweit Sheikh’s Agent at Fao arrested throe Turkish 
rs for two murders, and asked Commander Merlin to receive them. ‘Tho Intter 
refused, and delivered soldiers to Knimakam, [? Cox] feara Turkey will scize and 
Agent, In viow of Turkish action against Bussorah Agent, it might b 
Porto should be asked to anticipate hostile action of local authorities by warning 
Without reference to Constantinople, Should Age refuge 
p, he will not be surrenderd pending inquiry into the faets, whi 
A full report is expected from R 
cident 
(Repeated Naval Commanderin-chief, Fast Indian Station, Colombo.) 





No. 9 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Townley, 

(No, 63.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 20, 1904. 

THE Turkish Ambasiador inquired in the course of last month whether it wax 
truo that His Majesty's Governmont were seading a Consnl, a considerable sus of 
money, and many bags of rice to Koweit, He had soon a report to that offoct, and 
tsked the question merely for his own information 

No definite reply was roturnod to his Excellency, and he has not since reverted to 
tho mubjoct. 

Should the question again be raised in London, nothing will be snid inconsistent 
with the view held by His Majesty's Government in regard to the deputation of « 
British Agent to Koweit, of which Sir N. O'Conor was din my doxpatch 
No, 234 af the 20th Angust, 1903, and you should bear in mind the language usod in 

iat dewpatch in the event of your being questioned hy the ‘Turkish Government 

A copy of a lottor which I have caused to be addressed to the India Office on the 
subject is inclosed, for your inform 

Tam, & 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 100. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Townley. 
Foreign Office, October 
‘THE Turkish Ambassador asked me this evening whether it was true that the 
Government of India had Intely appointed an officor as Political Agent at Koweit. 


‘The Turkish Government had been informed that Major Knox, Assistant in the 


* See No 101 








Consulate at Bushire, had been selected for the post. ‘This arrangement appeared to 
them to involve an unwarrantable disturbance of the status quo. I said that I believed 
it was the case that a British officer bad been sent on a mission to Koweit, with 
instructions to stay there for a time and to collect information, but that he was not 
going to take up his abode there permanently. 
Tam, & 
(Bigned) ANSDOWNE. 





ign Office to Indin Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 20, 1904. 

WITH reference to your letter of the Ist September, relative to the proposal of the 
Government of India that surveys more extended than those already sanctioned should be 
undertaken by the ‘* {nvestigator” in the neighbourhood of Koweit, Lam direeted by the 
Marquess of Lansdowne to inclose copy of n despatch from His Majesty’s Ambassador 
at Coustantiaople,* containing observations on the subject, Lord Lansdowne concurs ia 
Sir N. O'Conor’s opinion that there is no objection to the proposal. 

The second paragraph of the deapatch deals with, more general questions, and U am 
to request that Mr. Brodrick’s attention may be particularly called to his Excellency's 
observations in regard to possible representations by the Turkish Government on the 
subject of the appointment of » Brith Agent at Koweit, The Turkish authorities have 
already taken notice of the change, as will be seen from the despatch to Mr. Towaley, 
No. 303, copy of which is incloved,t and it appears to Lord Lansdowne very desirabl 
to decide what answer should be returned to any further inquiries which may be 
monde 

Alter cofrespondence between the two Departments in August 1903, the conclusion 
wos arrived at “that it would be best, for the present at least, to avoid raising a 
difficult and inconvenicot question with the Turkish Goverament by appointing a British 
Offcor to reside. pormanently at ‘Kowelt, and that it would be cadiciest that’ an offer 
should be deputed by the Consul-Generai at Bushire to visit Koweit from time to time, 
remaining there for such time as may be desirable, and, if necessary, eopeating his visits 
at intervals until his residence becomes practically permanent,” 

Hie Majesty's Government ate therefore in a position to maintain that v0 per= 
manent appointment has been made by them which could be regarded as a distur- 
bance of the status quo in those regions, and Lord Lansdowne would suggest that 
the Turkish Government should be so informed it they raise the question. It might be 
added that shite the mission of Major Knox cial and temporary one, His Majesty"s 
Governinent must, in view of their arrangements with the Sheikh, resetve to thoaselves 
the right to depute an olficer to visit Koweit from time to time, at their own uncoa- 
trolled discretion as to time and length of stay, in order to report upon the state of 
affairs at that place, and to insure the successful continuance of the modus vivendi already 
arrived at, 

It is, however, essential, shoold this line of argument eventually be adopted, that the 
foliey agreed upon in August 1903 should be stritlycariod out by the withiraval of 
Major Kuox from Koweit after a reasonable interval. 

Tam therefore to suggest, for Mr. Brodrick’s consideration, that the Government of 
India should be reminded of the timited character of Major Knox's mission, and should 


No. 102 

India Office to Forcign Office —(Received October 22.) 
THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Scoretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 


a letter from the Foreign Secretary, Simila, dated the 15th September, relative to the 
Joan to the Sheikh of Koweit. 


India Offce, October 19, 1904. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 102. 
Major P. Z. Coz to the Government of India. 


Sir, Bushire, August 2, 1904, 
AS directed in Foreign Department letter dated the 9th August, T have the 
honour to forward a copy of the Sheikh of Koweit’s undertaking not to borrow 
elsewhere, and also a copy of my letter to which it is # reply 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) P, %, COX, 
Inclosure 2 in No, 102. 


‘Sheikh Mubarek-ee-Sobah to Major P. Z. Con 


. 
(itter comp ents.) Mth Rab. l BRR, 


I HAD the honoug to receive your esteemed letter dated the 22nd Rabi 
(7th June, 1904), informing me of the kindness of Government in the matter of th 


Jonn of a lakh of rupees. In it you gave me instructions rognrding the conditions 
required from me, namely, that I should pay back balf of it within the present: yenr 
Hijri, 1522, corresponding with 1904 of the Christinn calendar, and seoondly, that 
until T have liquidated this Ioan I should not borrow from any’ other party without 
consulting Government through the Resident. 

Under any circumstances I will refer to Government, but, thanks to the 
benevolent regard of the British Government, I have no need of the assistance of any 
one else. 

I will pay back this Inkh of rupees by the month of Shabaan of tho present year 
1322, Inshallah. 

‘May you be preserved. 


{Seal of Mubarek-s-Sabah,) 


Nore —The widdle of the letter refers 10 unimportant dotile of his transactions with hie naphows. 


Inclosure 8 in No, 103. 
Major P. Z. Cox to the Sheikh of Koveit, 


compliments. Bushire, June 7, 
(After coeRtE ts ye informed you of the receipt of a telegram from the Government 
of India announeing their consent to the loan which you asked for, but that_it was 
wnted on certain conditions, and now the details of those conditions aforesaid have 
come and they are these :— 5 

Firstly, that yon should pay half the loan, which amounts to 100,000 rupees in 
the course of this year—I mean 1904—and the remainder of the loan you will pay in 
the coming year, 1905. 

‘Secondly, that before the payment of this loan you should take no other loan 
from other persons without previously consulting the Government of India, through 
the Resident and Consul-General in the Persian Gulf. = 

fizsi] 





4 


‘Then in good time we received your friendly letter dated the 14th Rabi-ul-Awal, 
informing us of your being aware of the contents of the telegram and of your consent 
to such conditions as the Government of might think fit to impose.” It is hoped 
that you will inform us of the receipt of this letter and the acceptance of the 
conditions aforesaid. 

(Usnal ending.) 





No. 103. 
India: Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 22. 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 

: Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secrotary of State, copy of inclosures 
in letter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 15th ultimo, relative to 
hostilities in Nejd 


Initia Office, October 19, 1904. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 103. 


Betraet from the Diary of the Political Resident in Turkish Arabia for the week ending 
the 5th August, 1904, 


dugust 10-—It in roportod that tho Vali has received a wlegram from Osman 
Pasha of Modina to the following effect ;— 

Bin Rashid has killed the Meer Alai (Commander) of the troops seut out to assist 
hin againat Bin Saoud, because he refused to march the troops in front of Bin Rashid’s 
Arabs Rashid thon ordered Bimbashi Ramzan Agha (the sccond in command) to 
march the troops in advance of his Arbs, and, during a fight with Bin Saoud's Arabs, 
Bin Rashid’s Arabs fired at the troops, killing 100 and wounding ), Among the 
killed wero Bimbashi Ramzan Agha,a Captain of artillery, and 19 Zabate (Lieutenants). 

It is said that the Vali is doing his utmost to suppress this news. He adinits that 
tho Turks lost heavily in agement with Bin Saoud, but states that Bin Saoud was 
oventunlly defeated, and had to boat « rotreat, 

(Sent to Embassy, Constantinople.) 


Inclosure 2 in No. 103, 
Major Cor to Government of India. 


(Telographic.)  P. Bushire, September 5 

T HAVE just received a long letter fi » Knox, in which he 
follows, from circumstantial statement furnished by Shoikh Mubarok 

“Phe Turkish G ent, who realize that in Rashid's powor is waning, havo 
devised a scheme for recognizing Tin Saoud as roler af Nejd under Turkish protection, 
but have made a promise of immunity from direct Turkish interference. ‘To this end 
overtures to Sheikh Mubarvk are being made by agents of the Vali of Bussorah to the 
effect that be he liberally rewarded with title 
ho will use his influence to induce Bin Saoud to accept Mubarok 
is altogother opposed to suggestions made, and says that any present acknowledgment 
of Turkish sovervignty in (Nejd] will inevitably end in the absorption of the whole 
country by the Turks. He adds that Bin Stoud is a Bedouin, and that he, Mubarok, 
could not trast him if he allied with the Turks, although he is strong friends with him. 

On rojection by Mubarek of these overtures, the Vali will doubtless communicate 
dircet with Bin Saoud. Tt seems just possible that the Turkish scheme may 
result of some arrangement (with} Hia Majesty's Government. If 0, 1 beg that I 
be informod [+ie}, and respectfully urge that it would be very short-sighted to acq 

hi an arrangement, 


otherwise if 


Inelosure 3 in No. 103, 


Government of India to Major Coz ies ht 
(Telegraphic.) September 9, 15 
y PLEASE refer to your telegram Sth instant. Copies of all papers received by us 
Tegarding the policy of His Majesty's Government towards Nejd have already been sent 
fo you. We have no reason to believe that His Majesty's Government have coun 
Jenanced any such arrangements as those reported to have been suggested by emissaries 
‘f the Vali of Bussorah, arrangements which, s0 far as concerns Keweit, would obviously 
‘be opposed to past policy in that quarter to allow 





No. 104, 
India. Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 22.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under” 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards berewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a 
Tetter from t ‘Simin, dated the 22nd September, relative to the dispute 
between the Sheikh of Koweit ant hie nephews. 


India Office, October 19, 1904, 
Inclosure 1 in No. 104, 


Major Cox to Government of India, 


Sir, Bushire, September 8, 1904. 
WITH reference to correspondence ending with this Office letter of the 80th July 
last, I have the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, a 
sopy of the letter which I bave received from the Political Agent, Kowoit. regarding 
the payment of the sccond instalment of 2,001, due by Sheikh Mubarek to his nephews, 
L have, &e. 
(Signed) P. Z. COX. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 104. 


Political Ayent, Koweit, to Major Cox 
August 21, 1904, 
WITH reference to parag 17th August 
have the honour to ioform yuo thot on the morning of the 19th Angust I had an of 
interview with the Sheikh, when 1 took the opportunity of impressing upon him the 
importance of not allowing any delay to take place in the payment of the instalments due 
0 hiis nephews. ; 
2, ‘The Sheikh at once produced a letter from his Bassorah Agent, from which it 
Sppeared that the second instalment of 2,000. hnd been paid. He also assured me that 
is azent had plenty of motiey at his disposal, and would, without fail, pay the remaining 





No. 105. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 22.) 


Sir, India Office, October 21, 1904. 


1 AM directad by Mr. Socretary Brodrick to invite the aitention of the Marquess 
of Lansdowne to the telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 16th October, 1904, a8 to 
the action taken by the Agent of the Sheikh of Koweit at Fao in arresting three 
‘Turkish soldiers on charges of murder. 
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In the absonce of detailed information it is difficult to form an op 
justification there may be for the action of the Sheikh's Agent. 

Me. Brodrick would suggest that His Majesty's Charge d'Affaires at Constantinopl 
should be informed of the facts mow reported with a view to 
Turkish Government in the sense proposed by the Viceroy in his telegram 

Mr, Brodrick would he glad to be favoured with Lord Lansdowne’s opinion whether, 
oti the facts reported, he sees any objection to the instructions by the Government 
of India to the Commander of His Majesty's ship “ Merlin” not to the 
‘Sheikh’s Agent, pending the receipt of the promised Report. 


on as to any) 


Tam, &e. 
(Sigued) A. GODLEY. 





No. 106. 
Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lanadowne—(Received Oct 


(No, 807) 
My Lord, Therapia, October 18, 100% 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s telegram No, 125 of the 6th August last 
upon the continued imprisonment at Bussorah of the Sheikh of Koweit's Agent, £ 
have the honour to roport that the Grand Vizier, at the instance of Sir N. O'Conor 
included hiv name upon the list of persons deserving of olomency submitted to the 
Sultan upon the occasion of the anniversary on the Ist ultimo of His Majesty’ 
accession to the Throne 

Tn answor to s recent inquiry, the Grand Virier stated that he received no roply 
to his recommendation for pardon on the Agent's behalf, adding that he had, however, 
instructed the Bussorah authorities to make his confinement as little irksome as 
possible, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY 





No, 107. 
Acting Consul Monahan fo Sir N- O'Conor.—(Recrived at Foreign Office, October 20.) 


‘No. 51.) 
Bir, Bussorah, October 7, 1904. 

WITH rofereace to my tolograms Nos. 47 ond 48 of the 17th and 20th August, T 
have the honour to report that since then, 40 far a8 if known here, the two forces 
Neji have remained without fighting, Ibn Rashid, with the Turkish troops, shut 
the village Shehana, and Ibn Saud shut up in the neighbouring town Al-Ru 
hits anything further been heard here of the alleged expédition of ‘Turkish troops from 
Medina. The inuction of the Turkish troops seems to confirm reports that they suffered 
heavily in July, and that three of their guns were spiked or rendofed permanently 
vusoless, I may say here that, from all I have heard, [do not think thit more tha 
about $000 Turkish soldiers, with six guns, went to Nojd, Turkish officers here about 
the middle of September re from Bagdad privately a list of thirteen names off 
Turkish officers killed in th dition. ‘The list consists of Hassan Shukri Bey, 
Colonel in command of the expedition, two Majors, six Captains, and four Lieutenants 
‘Thare was no General with the expedition, "The list gives full particalars, uamelyy 

nes, ranks, and regiments, and is believed by the officers here to be authentic. It is 
said that at Teast half of the men have been killed or have died, but I have no good 
‘evidence of this. 

About the beginning of September a batidle of letters xeemis to have been brought! 
here from Zobeir, a town about an hour distant from Bussorah, and they are said to 
have been hawitéd to the Vali, ‘They are said to be from the’ Sheikh of Koweit 6 
Tho Saoud, add to be all unimportant, except ond, in which there is a paséage to the 
following éfect: “Tf you are not succeeding now, do not despair (?). Do not care fof 
the Turkish soldiers,” Beware of Bessam" (a great friend of Ibn Rashid). “He is ® 
traitor.” ‘The meaning of the first sentence as reported tome seems obscure. ‘ThE 


Bheikh stoutly denies the authenticity of this letter, and the whole story seems 
doubtful. Ihave not been able to get'a copy, nor to learn how or where the letters 
Mere intercopted ; nor am I sure that the letier was ever shown to tho Vali 
ave, &e, 
(Signed) J. H. MONAHAN. 





Admiralty to Yfice— (Received October 31.) 
Sir, Admiralty, October 28, 1904. 
of the 26th and 29th July last, Tam commanded 
“Admiralty to transmit herewith, for tho information 
fof the Marquess of Lansdowne, a copy of a letter, dated the Sth October, from tho 
Commander-in-chief ou t at Indies station, forwarding a contradiction by the 
Commanding Officer of His Majesty's ship “ Sphinx" to the statement of the Turkish 
Government that men liad beon landed at Khor Abdullnh to carry out a survey, and 
‘also relativo to the occupation by the Turks of Ras-alzgeit 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


WITH reference to your Jette 
By may Lords Com 


Tnclosure 1 
Rear- Admiral Atkinson- Witter to Admicoliy 


Bir, + Hyacinth,” at Colombo, October 8, 1904 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for the consideration of the Lords 
Commissioners of tho Admiralty, a report from Commander Keinp, of His Majesty's 
ship “Sphinx,” of the 2ist ultimo, in reply to Admiralty lettor of the 4th August 
last, relative to a complaint made by the sh Government that men had boon 
Tanded from the “Sphinx” at Khor Abdullah, in the Persian Gulf, to carry out a 
survey. 

21 would point out that it was hardly courteous on the part of tho Turkish 

ties to doubt the official contradiction given by our Consul at Bussorah to their 
‘Acting Vali's report. % 

‘3. Lwould further point out that the Turks are occupying Bas-al-gelt, on the 
south-east coast of Bubiyan Island, against the wishes of the claimant of tho island, 
the Sheikh of Kowsit. ‘The quostion as to whether the Khor Abdulla ix. Turkish 

Jers depends upon whether we recognize it ax such or not, As far as Tam aware 
the o nized ox Turkish is Umkasr, which is at the head of and up a ¢ 
‘ont of Khor Abdulla. = 

’4. From the result of Commander Kemp's observations Khor Abdullah ap, 
to have more value asa deep water passage and wn anchorage than was expected 
from the charts, and it will be a matter of very scrious inconvenience to Great 
Britain in the future if the Turks are allowed to absorb the Khor and Bubiyan 
Inland. 

Thave, &e 
GEORGE ATKINSON-WILLES, 
Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-chief 


Se a es 
Tnclosure 2 in No. 108, 
Commander Kemp to Rear-Admiral Atkinson-Willss, 


(Confidential. 
ir, 


Sphins,” at Borabay, September 21, 1904. 
Memorandum dated the 12th September, 
1904, 1 have the honour to report that, in taking observations in the Khor Abdullah 
in July last, no officors or men were landed in any way, either dirootly or indirectly, 


7st] x 


WITH reference to your Confiden 
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No. 115 


Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne.— (Received November 0.) 


Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, November 6, 1904. 
YOUR Lordship’s tologran No, 150 of yesterday: Koweit 
Agent of Sheikh Mubarak has excaped to that town. From telegraphic infor- 
mation in my possession, it would almost appear that agent wax guilty of the murder 
self, but Iam awaiting a fuller report from His Majesty's Consul at Bussorah ns 
the case is not clear 





No. 116. 
Acting Consul Monahan to Mr. Townley.—(Received at Foreign Office, November 8. 


No, 54) 
Bie, Bussorah, October 14, 1904 

WITH reference to Sir N. O'Conor’s telegram of the 9th August last, T have the 
honour to report that the lawyer of the Sheikh of Koweit’s imprisoned agent here bas 
to-day sont word to mo that his cliont is boginning to despair of release, and, if there 
ix no prospect of release, would prefer to be sont, nocording to his seatenes, to 
Diarbckir, where he would’ probably. be allowed to move freely in tho town, whereas 
hore he remains a prisoner in the common prison. though or less rigorous 
conditions than before, Tt is supposed here that the Sultan's Chicf Seortary is 
hostile to Sheikh Mobarck and his agent. I promised the lawyer to write again to 
the Fmbassy 

T have little yet to add to the information contained in my telegram of yesterday 
relative to recent incidents at Fao, Tt nppears that three gendarmes arrested & 
notorions negro robber in the property of Sheikh Mobarck and killed two ten, where 
upon Sheikh Mobarek’s agent, by the help of peasants, released the negeo and took 
gondaraios prisoners alongside of His Majesty's ship * Morlin,” aud with them the two 
dead bodies, ‘The Commander refused to receive the geadarmes on board, and gave 
thom up to tho Acting Kaimakam of Fao. What became of tho agent is’ not ¢ 
T gather that tho Acting Vali docs not wish to arrest him at prosent, and has written 
to Sheikh Mobarek complaining of his agent's conduct. ‘This conduct of this other 
agont of the Sheikh will, Efear, not bo conducive to the release of the imprisoned 
gent hore; still the Acting Vali sooms to have been insteucted to maintain a forbearing 
and conciliatory attitude toward the Sheikh 

1 have, to 
(Signed) J.-H. MONATIAN 





No. 117, 
Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne.——( Received November 8.) 


(No. 851.) 
My Lori, Constantinople, November 8, 1904. 

T HAVE the honour to report that in the course of # conversation to-day nt the 
Subline Porte, the Grand Vizier alluded to the presence of a British officer at Koweit, 
saying thot such an appointment was in contradiction with the agreement arrived nt to 
mnintaia the status quo in those regions. His Highness said that it was most undesirable 
that any steps should be taken which might be interpreted as an intention on the part of 
Hin Majesty's Government to encourage the Sheikh of Koweit, who had given the Turkish 
Government considerable trouble by his constant intrigues with men ike Sadun Pasha 
‘and other turbulent element 

Treplied that T had no authority to discuss the question at length, but that no doubt 
his fighness was in possession of a report of a recent conversation which Musurus Pasha 
had had with your Lordship upon this subject, as communicated to me in your despatch 
No, 365 of the 20th ultimo, and I did not think there was any need for me to say more. 
T would ndd, however, that his Highness must be well aware that the efforts of His 


BL 


Majesty's Government had always been directed to restraining eny inclination on the part 
of Sheikh Mubarrak to mix up in the quarrels which were perpetual in the interior. 

Ferid Pasha then repeated that anything which the Sheikh could interpret as a dispo- 
sition on the part of the British Government to encourage him was to be deprecated, and 
he expressed the hope that His Majesty's Government would issue the necessary instruc- 
tions that Major Knox should leave Koweit, as the Porte could not but consider his 

ence there an infringement of the statue quo. 

Pests took occtsion to remark thot the continued roaiutenance of military post on 
Bubion Island was looked upon by His Majesty’s Government in the same light, and 
Treminded his Highness and the Minister for Forcign Affairs, who was present at the 
interview, that the note verbale from the Embassy, protest ast ite continuance 
Nill remained unanswered. 

TewGk Pasha repticd that he bad explained to Sir Nicholas O'Conor that the 
tnilitary post had been established on the island for the protec ¢ fishermen on the 
‘coast, and that Sheikh Mubarrak bad never established any claim to the island, which 
Was a barren, uninhabitable waste 
ed to discuss the questio contented myself with saying that His 

not share the views of the Ottoman Goverament on this 
Jax O'Conor had certainly not taken bis Excellency’s verbal 
ewer to the note, 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY 





No, 18. 
Mr, Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received November 9,) 


(No, 163,) 
(Telegraphic) P. Constantinople, November 9, 1904 

{ HAVE received the following telegram from Major Newmarch, Bagdad, 
Aatod tho Sth November :— 

t is stated hero that twonty-five battalions are going to the assistance of Abdul 

Aziz under the present Vali. A report has reached mo from His Majesty's Vice-Consul 
At Korbala to the effect that at Kerbala, Ilillah and Nedjef reserves havo been called 
out to take plnce of regulars taking part in this expedition, I am soaking forthor 
inquiries on the subject, 


Information contained ia above telegram docs not tally with what Lieutenant 
Colonel Maunsell was told yesterday by the Minister for V ly, that it hind been 
decided not to send the expedition, as bn Saoad, after Reshid and tho 
Turkish troops, had made his submission, 


feating Th 





‘The Marquess of Lavs Townley. 
(No. 390 a.) 
Si eign Ofte, 
THE Tarkish Ambassador made to me to-day a statement to tho following 
in regard (o the visit of Major Knox to Koweit — 
Recent information reccived by the. Imperial Government vhowod that Major 
Jone at Koweit. Ho had with him eight Spahis; he had ta into his. 
Secretary a man named Abdalal; he ha red into relations with the 
natives, was interfering in affairs of administration, and had hoisted the English flag 
over his residence 
‘The Imperial Ottoman Government felt sure that Lord, Lansdowne would not fail 
to see that these proceeding: h gave to Major Knox’ Mission a character very 
different from that whic was represented to be, were in contravention of the 
‘Agreement arrived nt between the two States in regurd to the status quo at Koweit. 
His Excellency was therefore instructed to press for the immediate recall of the 
Agent in question. 
T promised his Excellency that Iwould at once make inquiry into the facts. I 
imagined that officials travelling in that part of the world usually wok with them a 


(1751) 
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Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 120, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received November 12.) 


THE Under-Scerotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Undere 
Scerotary of State for Foreign Affuirs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Sccretary of Stato, copy of inc 

tne ter from the Foreign Secretary, Simls, dated the 29th September, relative to 
Roweit affairs. 


India Office, November 12, 1904. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 120. 
Karachi Merchante Association to Director-General of the Post Office of India, 


July 26, 1904, 

I AM directed hy my Assooiation to bring to your notice that, although almost 
every important port in the Persian Gulf has a post-office, the ports of Daboi and 
Koweit, which are also becoming centres of trade with India, have none. The British 

Navigation Company's steamers have now been calling at these ports 
fortnight, but in the absence of , merchants have to send their lettors 
ts, the result 


your kind consideratio 
that business arrangen 


Inclosure 2 in No. 140. 
Mejor Cox (0 the Government of India. 


Bushire, Auguat 27, 1904. 

I HAVE the honour to forwant herewith, for the information of the Government 
of India, copy of a letter, dated 7th August, reecived from Sheikh Mubarak, and copy 
of my reply dated 16th August, 

2. My letter introducing Captain Knox is reproduced in the frst parograph of 
the Sheikh's communication. Ihave not, therefore, thought it necessary to forward a 
copy separately, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 120. 


Sheikh Mubarok to Major Cor. 
(Prnnslation.) August 7, 1904. 

I HAVE received your letter, dated 4th August, in which you inform me that 
the Government of India has sent Captain Knox as the Representative of British 
Government in my territory; that he will look after my interests and render mae holp 
in my affairs; that this is in accordance with telegram ; and that, on receipt of 
letter from Government, you will let me know details; that I shoald give friendly 
assistance in setting apart a house for him to live in till permanent arrangements 
are made. 

I have accordingly accepted Captain Knox with honour, and out of the houses 
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available, the best will be given to him, after putting it in order. Until then, he will 
, Which belongs to the British Government. 

T entertain friendship for you and no one else from my heart, on account of the 
justice of your Government and the protection which one receives from it when he 
seeks refuge with it. Ido not see nie else who entertains so much good féelings 
towards you as myself, I have subjected myself to you, not because T had suffered 
disadvantages, but have done so merely for the sake of the good feeling between us. 
Till now, however, I have not received relief from your Government as to tho losses 

ich I suffer at the hands of the Turks in connection with my property and subjects, 

without any causo and only on account of my friendship for you. 1. still 

with them, but it is all in vain. Notwithstanding this, although theirs is 

roment, I have done them favours as far as it lny in my power, both 
pecuniary and personal. I have already shown you what good I have done for them. 
Please God, I say that, from to-day and hencoforth, Ixee from the iritish Government 

nd. pr n for my interests and honour. I at present am paying all 
houour to Captain Knox, as I thereby seo that I will have peace and secure protection 
of my rights. If I will not get the same, no good will result to me from the stay of 
Captain Knox. I preserve with me a copy of this letter of mine and your letter. 
Captain Knox will of course let you know what ho experienced from mo ax regards 
respect anil honour. Please God, I am ready to do still more honour to him, 


Inclosure 4 in No. 120, 


Major Cox to Sheikh Mubarak. 


August 16, 1004 
I HAVE tho honour to acknowledge the receipt of your estoomed lotter of tho 
7th August, tellin { Captain Knox's arrival and of your fitting reception of him. 
Tn this you have not failed, as T well. kaew you would not, and 1 have received 
the most gratifying accounts from Captain Knox of tho kindnoss and honourable 
hospitality with which you have received him, and for this I thank you very much 
from myself and my Government. 
Later on in your letter, att 
of, tho British 
relief from us in respect of the losses and troub 
ction of Turkish officials in connection with your affairs. 
friend, Lam glad that you should express to sno frooly what is in your hoart, 
by the closer knowledge of your feolings and diifloultios that we shall be able 
to help you more and moro fully as time goes on, and no doubt this is the very purpose 
thio British Government have armaged to soul a Representative to live in 
your territory, and to bo always at hand to gi vice and help. 

Bat you'must endeavour to realize that its better in your own interests ty 
when wo assist you in your allaira with others, it should be as far ns possible by 
friendly representations, and not by other means. 

T thiek it is expecially the caso of your Agent, who is in prison wt, Bussorab, that 
is in your mind. 1 am not forgetting this matter, nor is my Government, and I will 
‘gain write to them about it by this mail, and hopo tho sesult will be good, 

‘With regard to other matters, Captain Knox will tell you what trouble we havo 
taken here for your subjects, eg., regarding Khalid, the pilot, and various disputes 
hetween Koweit dhows and the Customs, and will not fail to help you in these matters 
to tho best of our power. 


xpressing your own feelings of friendship for, and 
, you express disappointment that you 
‘on are put to by 





Ne 
Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lansidowne-—(Received November 14.) 


(No. 861, Secret.) 
My Loni, Constantinople, November 8, 1904, 

“ TLEARN hom a secret source that Sadoun Pasha has written a letter protestin, 
his true loyalty to the Sultan, He represents that he has beon calumninted, an 
that the expedition against the Muntefik Arabs has caused slaughter and desolation 
throughout the country. He makes humble submission to tho Sultan. ‘The letter 
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asking for ps tendering: his submniow 

Te is possible also that tho Tarkis 
coming to this decision by a re 
Majesty's Consul at Jeddah, hy Ahmed 
Ln Saoud, who is represented by hi 
Rulorn of Nejd, and that to ta 
Ibances in that countey, sin 


may be the reason of the chango in af the Turkish, Gor 


they rv well advised to hesitate before sending a strong military ex 

troopa quite unfitted for the purpore to t 

all tho natural advantages of the country on bis side, 
The arms and ammunition to which allusion is made in Colonel Maun 

are to be forwarded by the Austrian Lloyd steamer “ Calypso,” which has beon chartered 

for the purpose by the Turkish Government, 


Thave, &o, 
(Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY, 





Inclosure 1 in No, 1 
Fakhir Pasha, Acting Vali of Bussorah, to the Grand Vi 


October 8 (21), 1904. 

1 REGRET to report that the ramours of Ibn Reshid’s retirement to Hail are 

confirmed by the inclosed letter from Abdurrahman-ibn-Feisal, father of Abdul Azis- 

€l-Saoud, addressed to me vik Koweit, and apparently written at Koweit for 
Abdurrahman, 


T heard of your arrival at Bussorah as Acting Vali and of your loyalty, so T report 
the following :— 

My family has of old been known to be loyal to the State, and especially to the 
nder of the Faithful. But certain intriguing officials, egged on by the tyrant 
shid, have calnmninted us. As soon as L heard this, I telegraphed to the 

fe to the Vali of Bastorah and the Commander of the Army Corps, and 

fall account might be sent to the Sultan. Ibn Reshid and his followin 

ved the Government, and, contrary to all expectation, brought about the dispat 
of troops, We refused at first to believe this. Sub iy, Yon Reshid and the troops 
arrived near the village of Bekirié" Secing this inhabitants of Nojd and Kasim 

nd prepared for war, 0 as to prevent Tho tyrannical murderous devi 
Thn Reshid attacked them, ' My son Abdul Axix there with his followers propared, 
tired from in front of the troops and urged the tribes to attack Thu Roshid'y baud. 
Hereupon {bn Roshid, sceing himself hard prossod, flod to tho troops, and in the 

ensuing encounter w ated and routed, ‘The soldiers lost 210 Killed, and six ji 
nto the hands of the people of Nejd. My son Abdul Aziz ordered the people to 

of Bekirié (2), 

Phius this service proceeded from our affection and loyalty to the State. Abdul 
Asiz-cl-Saoud constantly designed to communicate with the Commanders of the troops 
and ascertain their desires, and so telegraph to the Palace, but Thn Reshid sent out 
men to apprehend him, and seized all th and telegranis. After the encounter, 
which wax on the 2ith Rebiel Akhir, 1322,t we remained expectant. But Ibn Reshid 
would not rest, marched h wing and the troops against the people of Kasim, and 
began to press them har 

On the 17th Rejeb as attacked, defeated, and routed, many of his 

all his tents, stores, and other poweasions taken, and it is unlikely 
fain make head, On this occasion also my sou Abdul Axi and our 
n of Nejd from molesting the troops, but an 
which Ibn Reshid had taken, they did not’ rest 
‘convinced that their doparture i the machinations of Tho Reshid, 
For neither the Sovereign vor his Ministers would ever allow their subjocts to be 
harassed 

I beg that our tender of loyalty may be accepted ns heretofore, and that my 
condition may be reported to His Majesty. I am ready to perform any service to the 
State, and guarantee on oath the security of the ronda and pilgrims, I beg that my 
submission may be accepted, and that we may not be loft in despair. Despair make 
men commit any crime. I repeat my prayer, and beg that my ponsion, some months i 
arrear, may be paid. ‘The big guns with the soldiers are now with the poople of Neji 
‘They remain in my son's possession, I await your orders, 


name road 


The Grand Visier to the Minister of the Interior 


0 
THE measures respecting the dispateh of troops to Kasim a 
been concerted in communication with Feizi Pasha. ‘The following decisions have boon 
sanctioned by His Majesty 
The dispatch of eight battalions from the 6th Ordon, one cavalry regiment, four 
battalions from Medina, besides from Syria and Adana, eight battalions of the best trained 


* Hl-Diskiriah, betwewe Hall asd Borwideb, about half-way—4P, R. Maueentte) 
+ duly 13, 1904, } September 27, 1904 
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Redifs, not to fall below 600 each ; dispatch by the Abdul Kader of four battalions of 
Redifs from the said Ordou, and from it also the requisite guns, as well as four Maxim 
mitrailleases from the Selimie barracks at Constantinople, together with munitions; 
levy and embarkation of the troops from Adana as soon as such steamer arrives there, 
sufficiency of mnitions of war to be sent by a steamer to be chartered from the Lloyd 
Company, which will call at Adana, where cighty mules capable of conveying stores are 
to be prepared and embarked at Mersina; the troops and munitions to disembark at 
Reyrout, proceed to Syria, thence by Hedjaz Railway to Maan, thence to Acre (? Akabs), 
and so by special steamer to Yambo, whence they will march vid Mecca and Medina to 
Kasim. 

The aforesaid has been communicated by the Minister of War, and the necessary 
orders have been given in haste, and you are hereby instructed to take such measares in 
accordance as fall within the scope of your Ministry, 


Inclosure 8 in No. 122, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Maunsell to Mr. Townley. 
(No, 68.) 
Su, Constantinople, November 8, 1904, 

{HAVE the honour to report that recently plans have been drawn up for sending 
reinforcements into Central Arabia to restore the prostig. Turkish troops after 
the defeat by Th Saoud of Ibn Rashid's forces whom they were assisting. 

Four battalions, two of Nizam and two of Redif, were ordered to be rendy to start 
from Aleppo, embark at Alexandrotta, thence to Damascus by Beyrout by the uct 
Hedjax Railway to Maan by march route to Akaba, there embark for Yambo, whence 
thoy could march to Medina and join the expeditionary force there for Kassim, Other 
troops wero to be sent from Bagdad and Bussorah towards tho Nejd, but no orders were 
actually sent to the 6th Corps heu 

I saw the Minintor of War today, who told me that preparations for scuding troops 
were now suspended, and that probably no expedition would be sent, as Ibu Saoud bad 
sent a letter to tho Sultan asking pardon and tendering submission, x0 that the matter 
would be arranged amicably. 

No troops at all would be sent from the Yagdad side, but very likely four or, 
perhaps, six Aleppo battalions would be sent to Medina, but nothing had been actually 
decided. 

‘The Minister told me that actually at the present time Ibn Rashid was shut up by 
Tho Saoud's foroos in the old fortress of Hail, bis capital. The Chief of the staff and 
other officials confirmed the above information. 

‘The troops of the Gth or Bagdad Corps aro atill armed with the old Martini rifle, 
now much worn, and practically the same weapon ns possessed by Ibn Saoud's men, Te 
has now been decided to issue them the Mauser rifle like the rest of the army, and 
for this purpose 40,000 amall-bore Mansers and also six batteries of the newer pattern of 
75 centim. mountain guns, made in the aryenal here, have been packed up, and are 
awaiting shipment by an early steamer for Bussorab, 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) F, R- MAUNSELL, Liewtenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché. 


No, 123. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 14.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a despatch 
to the Government of India, Secret, dated 11th November, with inclosures, relative 
to the Political Agent at Koweit. 


India Office, November 12, 1904. 


8r 


Inclosure 1 in No. 128 


Mr. Brodrick to Government of India. 


(Secret.) 
My Lord, India Office, November 11, 1904, 

I FORWARD herewith, for the information of your Excellency’s Government, 
& copy of the correspondence, noted in the marzin,? as to tho posting of a Political 
Agent to Koweit, and would invite your attention to the letter from the Foreign Office 
Of the 20th October last 

2. Lagree in the view expressed by Lord Lansdowne as to the inexpediency of 
regarding the present deputation of Captain Knox to Koweit as a permanent appoint- 
ment, and as to the statement to be made to the Turkish Government in reply to the 
inquiry by the Turkish Ambassador reported in Lond Lansdowne’s despatch So. 365 
of the 20th ultimo, to Mr. To viz, that no permanent appointment has been 
made by His Majesty’s Gover ich could be regarded as a disturbance of the 
stutus quo in those regions, but that, while the Mission of Captain Knox is a temporary 
one, His Majesty's Government must reserve to themselves the right to depato an 
officer to visit Koweit from time to time, at their uncontrolled discretion nx to time 
‘and length of stay, in onler to report upon the state of affairs at that place, and to 
insure the continuanc ready arrived at. I request, therefore, 

mof the date to be fixed for the teusporary Withdewal 
of your views on the point, 
Foreign Department lotter of the 
of the Political Agent at Koweit, 
d endeavour to seoure early and 
macy of Nejd; and that 
Major Cox has been furnished with gram of the Sth February Inst, 
and of your Scoret letter of the 26th March T request that Major Cox’ attent 
ially called to my Scerot despatch of the 20th April last, with ity 
directed that, bofore the proposal of sonding any ofllecr to 
Riodl on a mission of inquiry was further considered, I might be informed of the 
methods by which it was proposed to conduct any investigation into tho affairs 
of Nejd. 

4, ‘The surveys in the vicinity of Koweit, proposed in your telegram of the 
19th August Inst, and referred to in the first paragraph of the Foreign Oitice lettor 
above-quoted, were sanctioned in my telegram of the Ist November Inst, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) Sr, JOHN BRODRICK. 


Zth Soptomber last, to M 
T observe that it is xt 
Accurate information re 


Tnclosure 2 in 8, 


Government of India to Major Cox. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Simla, September 7, 1904, 
LAM directed to nddress you roganding tho reeently-ereated appointment of 

Political Agent at Kowe 
2. As notified in 


vign Department. tologram, dated the art August last, 
Captain Knox will take up the appointment, but will x0 act as not to attract. unneces: 


mary atten His first object should be to cultivate and maintain close and friendly 
relations with Sheikh Mubarak and the principal personages in Koweit. ‘Tho 
interests of British trade and traders at Koweit and in the adjacent tracts of Arabia 
should be safeguarded, and a vigilant wateh kept over the proceedings of the Turks 
on the boundaries of Koweit territories. Matters tending to show an intention on the 
part of the Turks or any other Power to interfere with or disturb the existing #tatur 
quo or anything which would lead to a belief that any other Powers have designs on, or 
in connection with, possible harbours within or without Koweit territory should at once 
be reported. Special regard in this respect should be paid to Khor Abdulla and the 
waters round Bubiyan Island and Um Kasr, but Captain Knox should be careful not 


iow, August 13; to ditto, September 3, 1903, and inclomres: to ditto, 
‘Janoary 2, and inclosare; India Ofice, June 2; to Ladin Offer, tne #1, and inclosure; todo, Oviober 20, 
Sod inclowures; inclosure ia Foreigh Office letter, Nosember 5, 1904. 








to display undue apprehension or uneas 
instructions, to interfere actively in matters al hese places. 

3. Any attempt on the part of the Turks or others acting from Turkish territory 
to encroach on or beyond the limits of Hejeje and Subhieh should be forthwith 
reported. Captain Knox shonld, h hese places really 
represent the bonnds of Sheikh Mubarak’s effective occupation at present. 

4. He should further endeavour to secure early and accurate information 
regarding the struggle between the Thn Rashid and Tbn Saud families 
supremacy of Nejd. His Majesty’s Government have 
to inform the Turkish Governn is rupeated 
Sheikh of Koweit against participating in any insarrectionary movement, they bare a 
right to expoet that the Porte will use their hest endeavours to restrain the Amir of 

1 from embarking on a course of action which might endanger the peace in those 
regions, and the Ambast further requested to express the hope, in regan 
to the assistance given to Ibn Rashid, that the Turkish Government will 

er add to the disturbed condition of 
Arabia, the tranquillity of which is a matter of interest to His Majesty's Government 
as well as to that of the Sultan 

In connection with this question T am to forward, for your informat 
the marginally noted correspondence roganting proposals to obtain more reliable 
information regarding tho situation in the interior of Arabia. 

5. The Government of Indin nlso desire to be furnished with information 
rogarding the trade in arms with Koweit, and how far, if nt all, arms are being 
especially imported through Koweit for Ibn’ Sand, Pending further instructions, the 
Political Avent should neither authorize nor forbid Sheikh Mubarak to continue the 
trade which alrendy exists, 

L have, &e 
(Signed) L. 8, RUSSEL! 
Under-Secretary to the Government of India. 
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No. 126. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(BReceived November 16.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India, presents his complimonts to the Under 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the ate, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 11th November, relative to the Political Agent at Kowait, 


India Office, November 14, 1904, 


Inclosure in No, 126. 
Mr, Brodrick to Government of Indio, 


(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, November 11, 1904 
COMPLAINT has been mado by ‘Turkish Government to the effect that the 
ppolntment of Knox as Agent at Kowelt ix inconsistent with the maintenance of 
WE status quo. Our reply © that deputation of Knox is tomporary, and that 1 
Josty's Government have mado no permanent appointment, but that thoy resorve 
to themesclvos tho right at their uncontrolled discretion to xend officer to Roweit in 
onder to report upon sinto of affairs thoro, and to inaure that the modus eivendi which 
has boon arrived at is maintained. In view of tho difficulty with the Porte in the 
matter of the Ader dolizaitation, ax well as of th 11 political situation olsowhore, 
Loni Lansdowne is most anxious that the Kowelt question shonld not at prosont be 
forcod into promin I roqucst, therefore, that you will consider tho question of 
temporarily withdrawing Knox from Koweit, with a v the earliest possible date 
being fixed. Despatch in this sense has boon sent to you by today's mall 





No. 124. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 15.) 


THE Under-Sooretary of Stato for India prosents his compliments to the Under- 
Scorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a tolegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 10th instant, relative to the Koweit Agent at Fao 


India Office, November Us, 1904. 


Inclosure in No. 124. 


Mr. Brodrick to Government of India, 


(elographie.) P. India Office, November 10, 1904 

KOWEIT. Your telegram of the 16th October as to Sheikh's Agent at Fuo. 
‘Yownley has been instructed to make representation to Porte as you suggest. Lord 
Lansdowne agrees that, in the event of Agent taking refuge on oné of our men-of-war, 
hho should be received and, pending the receipt of further orders from His Majesty's 
Government, should not be given up. 





+ Mr, Brodsick, February 8; to ditto, March 26, 1904 


No. 126, 


Foreign Office to India Office 


Bir, Foreign Office, November 17, 1904. 
TAM dirccted by the Marquess of Lansdowne to tranmnit to, you, for tho 


Observations of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, copy of a despatch to Hin Majesty's Chargé 
@'Affaires at Constantinople,” in which ‘his Lordship ns recorded a conversation with 
the Turkish Ambassador regarding the visit of Major Knox to Koweit. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) ELDON GORST 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 18.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presonts his compliments to the Under- 
Scorctary of State for Foreign Affaire, and, by direction of Mr. Sceretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the inf retary of State, copy of inelosures in 
& letter from the Foreign Seeretary, Simla, dated the 13th October, relative to affairs 
of Nejd. 


India Ofice, November 16, 190%. 


* Na 119. 
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ielosure 1 in Ni 


‘or fo Government of India, 


(Confidential,) Bushire, September 10, 1904 
T HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of Government, copy of 
lettor dated the Grd September last from the Political Agent, Koweit, it bemg the 
ion referred to in my telegram to your address of the 5th September, 
regarding Turkish aims in Nejd. 
2. Lregret to find from your telograms of 
the papers sent me with Foreign Dopartn 
They had left me to be copied for th 
were sent, and, owing to press of work, had not boon returned to the file 
3. When communicating with you I had the drift of Sit N. O'Conor’s views in my 
mind, and thought it might possibly be now contemplated to give the Turks a free hand 
avout to reatrict ourselves to our relations with Bheikh 


Ys date that T had overlooked 


with Bin Saud, and 


Mubarak, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 127, 


Captain Knoe to Major Cox, 


Koweit, Septenber 8, 1904 
T HAVE the honour to inform you that T-bave just retuned from a fong and 
esting converantion with Shoikh Mubarak ab in Nojd, ‘Tho communteatio 
he tinde appear (o mo itoportant, and f take the ting them down while 
they aro still frosh in my memory 
The Sheikh has learnt that the Wall of Bussorab, on the 26th August, received 
am from the Porto, in which it is said that it appears that Rin Saud's affhi 
are progrewing, while Bin Rushid's power ix weakening, and Bin Rashid is asking for 
moore help, 
The telegram concludes by calling 
situation 
8, It further appears that the Wali of Bussorab has replied to the effect that he 
Mutomarif at Neji, and volunteers to make 


the Wali of Bussorah for his opinion on the 


sees no necemity for the appointment of 
Bin Saud Ruler of Nejd in the name of the Turks 

‘Phe above information wax received in a privat 
Agha Joie. agent of tho Bombay and Persia Steam Navigation Cowpany, rho is anid 
to be the Wali't most trusted and confidential adeizor 

4. Apparently, in pursuatice of thin intentic i approached, first, Saiyid 
Rajab, the Nakib of Buswsrah, an ly Jafir, mentioned above, and asked 
them to write privately on behalf of the Wali to Sheikh Mubarak, and to suggest that 
ho should advise Bin Saud as follows ;— 

*'That he should write to the Mushir of Baghdad to say that Bin Rashid had browrht 
soldiers into Nejd, that the people had rison against thom, and that Bin Saud, always a 
faithfol servant of the Sultan, had taken the soldiers under his protection ; that there 
was no need of Tarkigh soldiers in Nojd, a5 il was ready to execute the Sultan's 
commands, and that the soldi hdrawn, and that he (Bin Saud) would send 
thou safely wherever directed,” 

5. Mhe writer of this letter to Sheikh Mubarak was authorized to promise, as a 
return for Bin Band's letter, the establishment of Bin Sand as Ruler of Nejd under 
Turkish protection, but without Turkish interference in the sbape of soldiers and 
officials. 16 was alto to promise rewards and titles fo ikh Mubarak and Bin 
Saud 

6 ‘The Sheikh is of the opinion that thix proporl of the Wali to Bin Sand and 
himself wos inspired from Constantinople, and that the Turkish authorities approve the 
Wali’s polig 

7. However, Saiyid Raja and Agha Jair began to make excuses, and declined to 
assist the Wali, who was forced to look elsewhere for a man to write to Sheikh Mubarak. 
He selected Abdul Hamid Effendi, the Sheikh's Agent, who said that he was ready to 
obey the Wali’s orders, but thought it extremely unlikely that Sheikh Mubarak would 


ttor to Sheikh Mubarak from 


should he 
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take any notice of such a communication, especially coming from a man of no imporlance 
Tike himself—a mere man of busine 

‘The Wali was, there 
have written, each on 


h Mubarak, 


id approached them with this 

reached the Sheikh abo August 
marked extremely likely that the Wali, 
ho amunieate era direct 
to Ii hi d do without diff Sheikh agreed, and added that 

this was exactly what he feared 

q 1 to make any 
‘out the full know) pproval of the British 
it might bo possible that 
J make his peace with 
eat the price of a morely 


T then said to the Sheikh that, while it would be impowsible for 


nomin of tho nunorainty 
10, press on tho Sheikh that, in all this, I spoke without 
the authority of my Government and with the very incomplete knowledge of a now. 
ner, merely anxious to learn his views on a possible solution of the 
Nejd difticulty 
1L. Isaid that it might bo argued that the British interest in Nejd wax mere 
subsidiary; that while 1 understood that tho British Government was firmly resolved to 
maintain the dence of Koweit, and could not tolerate the presence of a powerful 
nemy of Bhoikh Mubarak at itx gates, it might be disposed to rogard with comparative 
indifference tho fact that the Ruler of Nojd owned allegiance to the Porto, provided 
bat Ruler was friendly to Sheikh Mubarak, and was in no danger of belug forood 


ed unlikely that Bin Saud could, without outside assistance, maintain 

Himsolf in Neji; that he would never apply for Turkish help, which would mean his 

own d aaa matter of courve in a short time, and that he would bo obliged to 
id friend andl ally Mubarak in evory difficulty 

view of the position, howov atinly the Sheikh, Ho waid that ho 

t the acknowledgment of ‘Turkish suzerainty would moan only the boginning 

rption of Najd, and ho added expromious which scemed to show that ho could 

hot trust Bin Saud, especially linked with tho Turks. He repeated ovor and over again 

that Bin Saud was'a Bedaw, meaning apparently that he was on'this side to-day, on the 

other to-morrow 

14, It is no secret that, despite Sheikh Mubarak's assurances, Bin Saud has been, 

sud continues to be, supported in the main by the Sheikh of Koweit. Small supplies of 

food, arms, and prosced to the interior almost weekly, and his Munahi, 

Abdulla, wh nce, though the Shelkl tolerates no adviser, 

complained ty esidoncy interproter that “the Shoikh had poured 

ont money in the interior like water, and God alone know what would be the end of 


apart from British support, Mubarak’s power and prestige 

the Bodouins, He supplica money and arms, while they 

the men to push hix schemes and keep dangor at @ distance. An intoreating 

tail ix that Sheikh Mubarak styles himsclf in his correspondence with the ‘Turkish 
Authorities “ Ruler of Koweit and head of the tribes thereof.” 


Inclosaro 3 in No. 127. 
Major Coz 10 Goverament of India. 


Bushirey September 10, 1904 

IN continuation of my letter dated the 19th August, 1904, L have the honour. to 

forward, for the information of the Governinent of Tudia, a copy of the letter which T 

have received from the Political Agent, Koweit, regarding the fighting at Nejd between 
the factions of Ibn Saood and Thu Rashid. 








Inclosure 4 in No. 


Captain Knox to Major Cox. 


I HAVE the honour to forward herewith the latest information I have 

Axhting: at Nejd between the fa f Bid Snood and Bin Rashid. 

Te will probably be found advisa divide the numbers given for Bin Saood's 
forces by ton to arrive at a just appreciation of his fighting strength ; but I think there 
is no doubt that Sheikh Mubarak believes in the truth of these latest reports 

3. AK this, I way mention that, last night, he said that he was quite 
Nejd if I wished to go, and to hold himself absolutely responsible 


willing tc 
that he would not say this unless he wero sure that 


for my safety. I ventare to th 
the Tin Snood party was in the ascendant 

4. T made the suggestion merely ns n test of his belief in the correctness of the 
Nejad rop Ho said that I could, travelling rapidly, go and return within fourteen 
daya. 


Report. 

T have questic n the parts where 
ting is going on 

in-Hodbe Re Alo has c rom Abd Sa00 


o left exactly seven day: ome idea of n 
aand, and from him [have ¢ ketch which ae this report, 
700 4, not all fully armed, with one working 


‘The position, briefly, i 


gun, ate ahut up in the deserted hnnajp wr culti- 

iy 9 fow wells, Mithany roports that half th e or 
been killed, and that the one gun fv all that remains se they 
started with, ‘The soldiers have food with them, and Thn Tashid’s mon draw thoir 


supplies from tho village of Nabhania, two hours from Thn Reshid’s encampment 


In Rashid (2forec) |»ic) with some Hail citizons extends away to the south of the 


fortification, His Bodouius lie in the rear of Tbn I front line 
The army of Abdul all along the castorn lino of the sketeb, 
closing the road to Ane 
Tt in naid to be 10, s 
Hnil is closed by the Boni Aghail, 800 foot 
The toad lier open on the south and west—on the south the 
Mecea, and on the west the Beni Haib, In both these directions retreat is unlikely, 
would be extromely dangerous 


with 1,800 hore, The road to the north of 


ravan road (o 


Inclosure $ in No, 127. 
Government of India to Major Ove 


Simla, October 8, 1904. 
AM directed to acknowledge the recelpt of your letter of the 10th September 
last, forwarding a copy of a Report by Captain 8. G. Knox of a conversation with Sheikh 
Mubuenk regarding Nejd affairs and the alleged intention of the Turkish Government 
cognize Ibn Saood ax Ruler of that region under their protection 
Tam to request that you will be good cnough to invite Captain Knox’ attention 
to tho papers regarding affairs in the interior of Arabia, forwarded with the mai 
tod communications. Captain Kuox should med that, until 
instructions axe received by him he shoald abstain from offering adviee to She 
Mubarak on Nejd affairs, and should certainly not lead bim to think that the Government 
of India desire to see the Turks established in those parts. 
Tam, to. 
(Signed) 1. RUSSELL, 


Under-Secretary to the Government of India. 





* References not supplied by Tndia Office 
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No. 128 
Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 19.) 


(No. 169.) 

phic.) Constantinople, Novemlir 19, 1904, 

D hostilities 

i reference to my despatch No. 862 of the Sth instant, I received th 
following telegram from His Majesty's Consul at Jeddah, dated the 16th November, 
but of which Ehave not been able to obtain any confirmation here as to the first 
Paragraph :— 

“Tt is snid that an agent who claimed to be representing Russin and France 
{separately or conjointly) attempted to commun a telegram to Ibn Rashid, but 
failed to do so, ‘The Sublime Porte were informed of the attempt 

12th September last 
ted for Nejd, and six further battalions were leaving Syria 
r that district.” 





Tnilia Office to Foreign Office (Received November 19,) 


for India presenta his compliments to the Under- 

Beoretary of State for 1 Affairs, and, by direstion of Mr. Socrotary Brodrick, 

forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 

from the Viceroy, dated the 19th November the withdrawal of tho Political 
nt at Koweit 


India Office, November 19, 1904 


Tnelosure in No, 129. 
Government of India to Mr. Brodrick, 


(Telegeaphic.) —P. November 19, 1904. 
KOWEIT. |Your telegram of the 11th instant 
Communieati to the Turkish Government by Hin Majesty's Government, 
to the effect that appointinont of Political Age 


tomo, having roy: 


X not permanent, is complete kurprine 
1 revival oF proposal to May, 1908. waa 
dered mecesmary, and 1 view the atest regret. Sheikh 
Alroaily has doubtn’ as to the value Aship, and rosult of withdrawing our 
Ai will be to alienate him completely, and probably also to make both Mubarske and 
his friend Thu Saood yield to the overtures which Turks have been repeatedly making. 
Thin means not merely that Turkish dominicn will bw extended dawn tho Gull’ but, ales 
that Koweit will be exposed to the adva wets. Rumour that proposal 
has boow aude to Sheikh to receive Frac Ageata at Koweit has already 
been reported to you by ux, Tt ix my’ firm conviction that our Agent, i€ withdraws 
how, will never return to Koweit, as next tine opposit y, a well as that 
of Turkey, to resumption of proseat favourable position will have to be faced, Tn these 
circumstances I would strongly urge at any rate postponement of withdrawal of Knox 

at the bead of the Persian Gulf, and in relation to 
Mubarak, is wufficiently strong to ndiit of such a step being taken without involving 
the disastrous results which under present circumstances will inevitably: ensue. 


Until euch time a4 our positi 











No, 130, 


Mr, Townley to the Marquess of Lanadowne—(Received November 2: 
(No. 878.) 
My Toot 
WITH reference 
the murder at Fao, I have 


tantinople, November 15, 1904. 
59 of the 6th instant, upon the subject of 
that the incident, as communicated to 
nsul at Bussorah, is to the offoot that 
h Mehined, asked the Captain of His 
Majesty's ship “Merlin” on the 10th October to take on board his vessel three 
Turkish gondarmos whom ho accused of haying murdered two pooplo, w pses 
he alto hod with bim. The Captain of the ** Merlin " very properly refused to do this 
anil it would spear that ultimately suspicion fell on Moliah Mehmed, who was in his 
cused of tho murders, 
Monahan reports that, acting upon his advice, Mollah Mehmed has fled to 
Koweit, and that the Acting Vali of Bussorh has expressed hia thanks to the Captain 
of tho" Merlin” for his notion in the matter, and has doclared himself satisfied with 
an assurance from the Sheikh of Koweit that he will punish his Agent should he bo 
proved, on inquiry, to have been guilty of the crime. Of other pk 
Iinplicated in the affair, who had heen arrested by the Bussomh authorities, 
Mr. Monahan informe me, have been released, whilst t! 
closed. 
The accompanying Memorandum by Mr, Marinitsch contains a complaint made 
by tho Porte of Me, Monahan’ action in connection with this incident 
1 yesterday expressed tay Intense astonislunont to the Grand Visier t 
should’ have sent me such a mosaze, and T refused to admit that Mr. Monahan hh 
dono anything but his duty, His conduct had been absolutely correot, and 1 failed to 
and the meaning of the Acting Vali’ report, sinew he had thanked the Captain 
Merlin" for his action, and had expressed himsclf as satisfied with the 
promise to punish Mollnh Mehmed if found guilty 
Thave, &o 
Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY 


Tnolosure in No. 130, 
Memorandum by Mr. Marinitech. 


THE Ministe 


substance of 


mated to me yesterday, verbally, the 
od by that Department, dated the Ist instant, in 
which his Mghnese stated that a certain Mollah Melaied, Mubarek-es-Sabah's Ag 

no, Was engnged in certain hostile proceedings against the Turkish a 
on the instigation of this man, the British Consul at Bussorah ec 
vexntory measures, which, it is snid, have been taken by the local authorities 

‘The Vali hax been instrueted ‘to dispatch to the spot two high ¢ 
officials, the one belonging to the Civil Alministeation, att the other to the ¢ 
mere Corps, with the object of opening an inquiry on tho fuots referred to. 

Whilst the Turkish Government ix prepared to do what is incumbent upon them, 
the Vali hns been instrnoted to put himself in ‘anication with the British Consul, 
and to require him to abstain from intervening in such purely internal matters 

‘Grand Vizior states also that this matter hi od by the Couneil 
of Ministers, whose decision was submitted to, and sanctioned by, His Imperial 
Majesty the Sultan. 

In obedience to the Imperial command, the Minister for Foreign Affairs now 
brings the nbove to the notice of His Majesty's Embassy, so that the neosssary 
instructions may be sent to the British Consol at Bussorah 

(Signed) H. MARINITSCH. 
November 12, 1904. 








No, 131. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Townley, 

(No. 399.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 22, 1904. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 807 of the 15th October, I ‘transmit 
herewith copy of a despateh from His Majesty's Acting Consul-General at Bussorah 
telative to the questions which have recently arison regarding Agents of the Sheikh of 
Kowe 

In your despatch above mentioned you reported. th 
the Grand Vizicr to the Sultan for thé pardon of the Agent, who is Imprisoned at 
Bussorab, had not yot been answered by His Imperial Majesty, though instructions 
had been given to make his confinement as little irksome ns possible 

Captain Knox reported from Kowoit on the 7th Aligust, ina despatch which will 
bo found in Section 1 of the 5th October vf Confidential Print, that the Shoikh 
expressed great anxioly for the release of his Agent, as some considerable time has 
passed since Topresentations on the subject wore firat made to the Turkish Government 
You take an carly opportunity of again drawing the attention of the ‘Turkish 
Governmont to the matter, and shoul state that Hix Majesty's Government trust that 
the releaso of tho Agent will be effected without furthor delay 

Tam, &c 
(Signed! LANSDOWNE 


recommendation made by 





India Office to Foreign Office—(Received November 28) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presente his compliments to the Under 
Scoretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Soctotary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for tho information of the Secretary of State, eapy of a telogeau 


to the Viceroy, dated the 2Iat November, relative to the withdrawal of the Political 
Agent at Koweit 
India Office, November 22, 1904. 


Inclosure in 

Mr. Brodrick to Government of India, 

(Telegraphic) P November 21, 1904, 
KOWEIT, Your telegram of the 19th November 

You will seo from the correspoudenee with the Foreign Office which wax inclosed 

in my despatch of the 11th instant that, with a view to avoidance of diplomatio 

difficulties, Lord Lanwdowne dosires that appointment of Agent at Roweit should be 

treated on the linog laid down in the despatch of the 20th August lash to Sir N. O'Conor 

(copy of which was forwarded to India with Secrotary's lettor dated the 4th Septomber, 


Undesirability of raising the whd of our.positon at Kowuit as boon 
recognized throughout the correspondence, and the present is, in the opinion of His 
re Goran : Iv is not, however, their Intention. that 
ision should’ be otherwise than temporary, 
"he witisirewal Snot to belcurred ou burriedly, nor in away which zaight give 

on that the stop implies change in the attitude of His Majesty's 
or that it is being taken otherwise than in the exercise of our own 


Majesty's Government, an inconvenient 
the withdrawal of Agent on the present 


discreti 
~ Wi ng effect to tho policy of His Majesty's Government, ns indicated 


above, I request that you will take into your consideration the qnestion of the di 
Ye fixed for the temporary withdrawal of Major Knox, and the manner in which it 
he effected, reporting your proposals to me. 





= None, 





India Office to Foreign Office. —(Recrived November 23.) 
(A) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secr ick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a 
letter from the Foreign Secretary, Sinila, 3rd No to attempted 
Russian intrigues with the Sheikh of Koweit 


India Office, November 28, 190 


Captain Tyevor to Government of India 


Bushire, October 8, 1904, 

IT HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Goverment of India, & 

copy of u letter from the Political Agent, Koweit, inolasing a translation of w letter 
received by Sheikh Mubarak from Bussoral 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 133. 


Captain Know t Major Coz 


Koweit, September 18, 1904 
L HAVE the honour to forward herewith the copy of a letier received by Sheikh 
Mubarak from Bussorah which may prove of interest 
2. ‘The Sheikii's Munshi informa me that the Sheikh bas sent « non-committing reply, 
in which he says that he has received the letter and utxlerstood the contents, but otbing 
The cominunication was, of course, made to me with the Sheikh’s knowledge and 
approval, and may be taken as coming from tho Sheikh himself 


ure $ in No, 


Letter received by Sheikh Mubarak, dated \ Raja H. (September 12, 1904) 


(Transtation.) 

T HAVE come to know from the Russian Consul that, if you will send @ man to 
speak with the Russian Consul and others of their Statesmen travelling to their country 
in the Russian ship Which cane on the Ist Rajab (12th September, 1904), cortainly the 
‘Turkish Government is inclined for reconciliation, so that it will be willing that your town 
should return to its former condition with an increase in your pay, and the Russian and 
French Governments will be responsible for (the good faith of ?) the Ottoman Govern 
ment for a small condition that you will permit them to appoint two Consuls for them in 
your town, as has been permittod to the Bnglish Government, As for the retarn of the 
vessel to its country, ite Journey from here will be after about twelve days 

This was what was necessary to report to you, and may you remain guarded, and 
geeeting 





No. 184. 
India Office to Foreign Office Received November 23.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
crotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of correspondence 
received from the Government of India relative to the proposed cable communication 
with Koweit 
India Office, November 23, 190% 





Inclosnre in No, 184. 
Mojor Cox to Government of India. 


Bushire, August 13, 1904. 
NOW that the Political Agency at Kowcit has been established, it seems advisable 
that the question of communications should be taken under consideration without 
delay, I have the honour, therofore, to commit the question to the attention of 
ernment of India, 
At present communication is limited to a fortnightly visit of tho slow British 
Indin mail steamer. Lotters can occasionally be got to Kowelt through tho olork 
in charge of the cable office at Fao, but that method is uncertain and risky owin 
the closenoss with which the movements of messengers to or from Sheikh Mubarak are 
hed by the Turks 


I have the honour to suggest for the consideration of Government :— 


(c.) That Koweit bo connected with the Bushite-Fao cable; soomingly a very 


simple matter, the distance involved being only 50 mile 

t.) That the £ om kly at Kowoit, ‘The British 
India Company probably find it moxt convenient to armnge for the up mail to 
do this, es Bushiro on ‘Thursday evening, would call at Koweit at daybroak 
Friday, and reach Buworah Priday evening o Saturday morning. 

4. Very probably the Government of Inila has alzoady considered these questions, 
and in any case I feo) sanguine that his Excellency the Vieoroy in Council will hold 
that, baving now put our hand to the plough as reganis Kowoit, it is important that 
We should make our position there as strong as possible and that without delay 





India Office to Foreign Office —| Recelved November 


THE Under-Secretary of State for Inia presents bis compli 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by ditection of Mr 
forwards herewith, for the inforai ( the Secretary of State, copy of correspor 


rument of India relative to the proposed residential quarters for 


received from the 
the Political Agent at Koweit 


India Office, November 28, 1904 


Anclosure 1 in No, 185, 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


Bushire, fuguat 20, 1904, 
1 HAVE the honour to forward, for the joformation and orders of the Governine 


Of India, a copy of a letter which 1 have received from the Political Agent, Koweit, 
ent sereants 


containing proposals for residential quarters for hivwself and othor Gove 
attached to the Agency there. 

As uitable quarters do not exist ot Koweit, 1 commend Captain Knox’ 
le consideration of Government, and request that carly orders 


proposals to the fav 
funy be passed. : 


Inclosure 2 in No, 135, 


Captain Knox to Mojor Cox, 
Koweit, 
I HAVE the honour to address you on the subject of a site fur the house of the 
Political Ageot at Kowcit 
2. Oo Sunday morning, the 7th instant, Sheikh Mubarak took mo rwund to inspect 
the house he hax selected for me to live in for the present, 1 believe that the Sheikh has 
done his best for me, but a very brief ingpeetion of the house sufficed to convince me 


} 2c 
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that it was quite unfitted for the permanent residence of a European. Towards the sea, 1t 
looks out oo « shipbuilding yard, with a very unpleasant smell of tallow. On all the 
other three sides it is shut ia by insanitary surround he space the building covers 
confined for the purposes for which it is required. 
pected another and larger house at present occupied ly the 
Gray, Paul, and Co.; but this, though larger, is shut in on all four sides, 
would need very expensive alterations before it could be in any way rendered Gt for a 
Political Agence. At the best, the place would be bot and insanitary. 

4. On Sunday afternoon I rode round the entire town. I had thought at first that 
the beat position would be at the east end of the town. The difficulty, however, ia that 
direotion is that the water is shallow, and at low tide there is a long stretch of sand and 
slime, which one would have to cron before embarking even in a small boat. The 
have to build appears to be all sand. 
by the western end of the town T came upon what appears to me 


foundation e wo 


to be incomparably tho best site for the new house. 
Thave taken a few rough measurements, and have drawn ® very rough sketch of 
jon, T trust that it will be found largely to explain itself, 

Tt weoms to me that the allt within the walled Inclosure in the 
paces to the front. I think 
however, that tho inclosure itself would give plenty of room 

uses on the east, while thon, 
Jevel and reserved fur promenn faggatal 

7. V think there will be quito enough wat a hoat-house in the bend on the weat 
of the walled incl 

8. The anal 
telegraph oF post-oth mravent encroachments or building in, L would 

ight up to 
‘The total area I estimate to be about 5 acres, A rough idea of the boundary is indicated 
bere 


north-east corner of the sketeb, if nee 
with private 


8 by 00 paces, might be filled op 


plates would be an ent site for a dispensary, 


vire w continuous stretch of land, including the pla 


9. Land to the west of the property will be somowhat expensive to re and this 
would have the effect of discournging intending builders, while, at the sane tiwe, do not 
think the expense would be peobibitive, in ease, at aay time, Gorerament ¥ acquite 
more Jand, 

10, Clerks" qanrters, quarters for the guard and menials, and stabling conld all be 
built in the ground lying between the plateau and the Agency 

11. Thin property lies about a mile away from Sheikh Mubarnk’s house, und is no 
great distance from tho bazaar, 

12. The position of the Agency insures ite lying open to the sea on the north and 
west, whence the prevailing winds blow. Merchants’ warehouses, which are infiaitely to 
be preferred to bazaar slums, lie on the south and east 

13, TL will be necessary to acquire by purchase the walled inclosure, which ix the 
property of w merchant ve instructed Agha Muhammad 
and T hope soon to be ablo to have w eefinite > make ns to its coxt 

14, All the rest of the ground is at pre wnste and anreclaimed, and it will 

essary to approach the Sheikh with a view to ite acquisition, He fi good 
enough to appoint to-morrow for ite inspeetion, and 1 do not anticipate i culties 
in inducing him to part with it, It would, howover, no doubt strengthen my hands if 
You, Sir, woul be so good as to write to Sheikh Mubarnk, informing him that T have 
Teported to you that there i+ no available sui neat residence of 
the Political Agent; that accordingly it will be 
build a house and to nequire # site for the purpose 
every assistatice with that end in view 

15, The Sheikh himself voluntecred the iaformation that he has been giving away 
large plots of waste land to encourage settlers. I venture to think that the Government 
of India would, perhups, prefer not to. lie under any obligation to him in this matter, and 
would be ready to give a reasonable price for sucl laud as they require. At the same 
the Sheikh’s recent conduct, alluded to above, will, it ix to be hoped, provent hiv from 
asking an uncouscionable price 

16, Thave thought it best not to delay this letter until Tam in position to put 
forward more definite proposals, as I have a present opportunity of sending it on, which, 
owing to the lek of postal facilities, may not ocear again for some tine. 1 hope that any 
subsequent proposals ns to cost of purchase will be of such a aatore that they can be 


* Sketch not reprodoced. 


easily embodied in a telezram which, with this letter, will enable the Government of India 
to decide the question. 

17. T may add that [ have consulted Mr. Khalil, and we are both of the opinion that 
a0 outside price for the entire site, including the inclosnre, would be 2,000 rupees. 1 hope 
to get it for considerably le , if the Government of India would be pleased to 
intrust me with ¢ jations, subject to a limit of 2,000 rupees, I would venture to 
ask that their decision might be communicated to me by telegram, and { shall use every 


endeavour to secure ns good a bargain us possible, 


Inclosure 3 in No, 185, 
Major Coz to Government of India 


Bushire, September 3, 1004, 
nitinoation of twy telegram of the 24th August, regutding proposed hi 
oration tor our Agency at Roweit, I have the hoaour to report that Captain Knox, 

informally sfter dispatch of hie letter of tho Sth instant, informed mo that Sheikh 
ak was Now anxious that we should another site, which he considerod a more 
desirable one than that first selected 

The Political Agent agrees that, in several respects, the position now ated 
hax advantages over the one originally He will rfport furtivr on it 
officially 

2, In tho meanwhile, be inquires whether it would be possible to get nn officint of the 
Pablic Warks Department up to Koweit for a fow days to advise hitn on certain points, 
and to draw up plana and estimates 

In this connection I suggest that the overscer, now in charge of the Museat buildiag 
work, may be deputed. He is « capable man, and bas now gained oxperietioe of local 
condivioos and rato; and I imagine that the Executive En jus Right Bank 

would make no difficulty about sending him u 

T think it might be advisable, however, to delay his deputation wutil the Government 
of India tye been able to decide finally regarding the deputation of « doctor wad a post- 
master to Koweit as a permanent measure, 

3. M it ts necessary to moke some temporary arrangements for Captaia 
Knox" wt and accommodation, and to this end 1 beg that his letter, dated tho 

h instant, nay reeelve favourable consideration, and that the provisional arrangements 
made by Captain Knox may be approved, and sanction accorded for the expenditure 
of the 1,000 rapecs required to carry out’ the necessary alterations to his tomporary 


quarters 


hin No. 186. 


Captain Knox to Major Coa. 
Koweit, August 17, 1904, 

L HAVE the honoor to forward herenith, for your information, the eepy of @ transla. 
tion of the leure I have entered into for the house I propose to ocoupy until a auitable 
Agency ©  Koweit 

2. The terins of the lease are, | venture to think, exceptionally favournble, though a 
Tittle unusual, and T trust that you will be #0 good as to recommend it to the Government 
of India for favur of approval 

3. The rest is very low—only 20 rupoes per mensem—but, before the house could 
be rendered fit for habitation, T have found it necessary, in anticipation of sunction, to 
acthorize Agha Mahamaad Khalil to earry out certain repairs and additions, A sum of 

50 rupees has already been spent, and it is estimated chat the tatr* *xpenditure on the 
house will amoant to 1,000 rupees. 

4. I would solicit the favour of your assistance in obtaining the sanction of the 
Government of India to the advance of this suyn, which will be Tepald to Government in 
such monthly payments of rent as they see fit to impose, 

5. The house, when completed, will contain four large rooms with one lange and one 
small godown on the ground Moor ; 00 the first floor, there will be three rooms. Of the 
rooms on the ground floor, two large rooms will be used exclusively for public purposes ; 
one will be the office, and one will be a room for the entertainment of Arab visitors, Of 
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tie rooms on the first floor, one will be my own office. ‘The rest of the house will be used 
for private accommodation only of myself y servants. 

6. 20 rupees per mensem will no ot the full letting valu 
house after the money, which T propose wld put into it, bas been 
thereon. But perbaps, in view of the fact that nearly a quarter of the accommodation has 
been appropriited to public uses, it will be considered sufficient if 1 pay to Government a 
monthly reat of 20 rupees until the sum of 1,000 rupees has been repaid, and after that 
to the owner. 

7. It will probably he objected that, long before the ndvanee to Government is repaid 
(namely, bofore the expiry of four yeurs), m suitable Agency will have been built, and the 
Owner of the house will reap the benefit of what T may call teniint’s improvements, and 
Government will be a loser of, say, hall the sum advanced 

&, do not, bi ; anticipate may such contingency. If the Political Agent 
be suitably accommodated elsewhere, it will, no doubt, be practicable to use the bai'ding 
fas a postoffice, with post quarters’ above, still at this exceptionally low rent 
Ite comparatively central position in the town makes it specially adapted for the purpose 
indie. ove. 

Afler the advance made by Government bas been fully repaid, it will probably be 
advisable to review the terms of the leate, if Government the house and to 
allow a bighor rental. Aw the terms of the lease coaternplat 
the Political Agent for ever at x rate of 20 rupees per mensem, we shall be in an 
tionally favourable position to treat, if the landlord is inclined to be exorbitant. 
always at Hbcrty to fall back oa the origioal lease or to cancel it ax seoas most co 
venient. Tp faet, any higher rental woul! be an act of grace on our part, though T think 

ch a concession would be advisable ia the future, for I doubt if the leaor iatended to be 
Mirictly Lound by the terms of the lease in perpetuity they would allow us to xo on 
improving the house for ever without the owner reaping the benefit of one farthing by our 
oceypation. 

10, Tf may be as well for me to plico on recond the fact that the terms 
were arranged by Sheikh Mabarnk, and only submitted to me for app 
not think it incumbent on mo to oppose them, when the owner 

11, I trust it will mot be considered that { have gone beyond ay powers in 
nuthoriging the expenditure of #0 large @ aum of monoy in anticipation of kanotion. 1 
have ulveady been staying in Sheikh Mubarak’s house for eleves. dy it will probably 
be another week before I can take up my new quarters. Although this trespass on his 
hospitality was inevitable, and even at first advisable, ws a means of establishing close and 
friendly relations from the beginning, I felt very strongly that I should outstay 
welcome, if 1 prolonged my rexidener in his house one day longer than was nec 
‘The delay whioh would have been caused in obtaining sanction would have been gi 
‘and I tetist that this explanation will be found sufficient to excuse tho uousual step I have 
taken, 

12. Tt may bo noted that this arrangement does away with the necessity of the grant 
of 50 rupees per mensem proposed for the rgnt of oltice by yourself in the letter with 
hich ye submitted to tbe Government of India the extimtes for the expenditare of the 
Koweit Political Agency. 

18. It only remains for me to point out that there is 
whatever attnohed to this house, either for my own horses or for those of any escort it 

he decided to faen ‘A convenient plot of ground that I propase to treat 

F adjoins 1 however, dows not press, and all leases and 
‘expenditure connected therewith will be submitted to you for sanction én due course before 


stabling accom wodation 


they are entered into. 


Lease of House for the Temporary Political Agency, Koweit, dated 1 Jamad-ul-Avoal, 
1823 H. (August 13, 1904) 
(Translation. 
"The cause of writing is that I, Jasim-bin-Mobamnad-iba-Aly-ibn-Asfar, have hired 
y well-known hous on the sea front, the buildiag mentioned in this paper, to the 
exalted in rank Captain Knox, Agent of the glorious British English Government, at a 
fonthly rent of 20 rupees. Ak long as he secs fit to keop it, the house will be at this 


te 
tainly the above noted is authorized to repair the aforesaid house ns be secs 
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fit, and whatever expenses he is pat to will he deducted from the rent, and, in virtue 
of this, this dovinmont ‘bas been weitten as & sana thir Ist day of Jamed-ol-Akhir, 
Z (Signed) JASMIN-BIN-MUHAMMAD (of the 
family of Asfur). 


(Seal.) 


Inclosure 5 in No, 135. 


Major Coz to Government of India, 
(Telegraphic.) Bushire, August 24, 1904, 
PLEASE suspend action on Knox’ No. 4, seat you last mail, pending receipt of a 
farther communication. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 125, 


Government of India to Major Cox 


Bir, Simla, October 29, 1994. 
T AM direotod to acknowledgo the receipt of your letter dated the 3rd Sep- 
tembor, 1904, relative to the provision of house azcommodation far tho Politic and 
his office at Koweit, 
2. In reply, 1 am to convey sanotion to =— 


(1) The expenditure of 1,000 rupees incurred ain repairs avd 
additions to render tho house rented fit for Hou, and t avery of the amin from 
the monthly rent payable for the building, The nction ntain Knox in having 
incurred this expenditure ia anticipation of formal sancti and circumstances 
explained, approved ; 

(2.) The payment of n monthly rent of 20 rapeos for the selected ; anil 

(8.) The occupation of the building by Oaptain i ent far the pi 


B. It has been notod that a further Report will be submitted in dup courso with 
respect to the construction of an Agency at Koweit, and, pouding the receipt of such a 
reference, the issue of orders will be deferred on the suggested doputation of an oficial of 
the Public Works Department to Kowsit to examine the site selec 
out-offices, and to draw up plans and estimates, {a this connection, the Governn 
India agree with you in considering that the departures nf the official should be 
until orders ate issued about the posting of tho \ssistant-Surgvon to Koweit and the 
establishment of a British posoffice the 

L have, &, 

(Signed) ©. SOMERS COCKS, 
Aasistant Secretary to Government of India 





No. 136. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 25, 1904. 
THE Marquess of Lansdowne has given careful consideration to the telegram 
of the 19th November from the Viceroy of India ding Koweit, inclosed in your 
letter of the same doi F 
This telegram is an answer to a telegram of the 11th November from the Secretary 
of State for India, in which it wa d that, in view of the general situation 
elsewhere, His Majesty's Government considered it desirable that Major Knox should 
be temporarily withdrawn from Kowelt, in order not to raise a difficult question with 
the Torkish Government at the present moment; the Government of India were 
accordingly requested by Mr. Brodrick to consider the question with a view to fixing 
the earliest possible dato for his withdrawal. When the Viceroy's telegram of the 
19th_ November was dispatched, the Government of India had not received 
Mr. Brodrick’s communication of the Lith November, which gives a detailed explana- 


(751) 
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tion of the policy of Hie Majesty’s Government, and it is possible that, had this 
information been before them, the view taken’ by the Viceroy might have been 
somewhat modified. 

But in any case, Lord Lansdowne cannot think that the view taken by the Govern- 
ment of India is altogether yell founded. It appears, indeed, to be based upon a 
complete misapprehension of tho circumstances in which His Majesty's Government 
gave their sanction to the deputation of Major Knox to visit Koweit as an Agent of the 
British Government. 

His Majesty's Government have never agreed to the appointment of a British 
oflicer to reside permaueutly at Koweit. This course, which was suggested for 
sideration by Str N, O'Conor in his talogram No. 112 of the 18th July, 1903, and 
supported hy the Governmont of Indin in their telogram of the 31st July, was discuxsod 
at length by the twc iments in the correspondence noted in the margin.” Copies 
of these letters were, no doubt, forwarded to India in the ordinary course, and tho 
decision of Hia Majesty's Government ix clearly and sufficiently summarized in the 
following telegram, dated the 26th August, from the Secretary of State to the 
Govornment of India 

On th whole His Majeaty’« Governme sidor that the proposal to appoint 
a British off reside permanently at Koweit could not bat be regarded as a 
departure be justitied by clear necossity, from the slatue que which they have 
insixted upon so strongly in thelr discussions with the Turkivh Government. Proposal 
to take Consul ut Mohrmmerak away frat his c in Persia, in order to 
doal with questions of nn entirely different claes connected with ‘Turkish Arabia, is 
also ono to which Foreign Oflice obje ed that the existing aysiem, 

which the ordinary channel of communication with Kowelt is the Resident in 
tho Persian Gulf, ka well on the whole. Closor touch 
with Kowoit could, if found necossary hereafter, bo gradually established by repeating 
at intervals tomporary visite of solecied officer until his residence becomes: practically 
pormanont 

Tt would obviously not be consistent with the policy thus expressed to make au 
immodinte and pormanent appointment of a Hritish Agent to reside at Kowelt, nor 
would it he pomible to reconcile such an appointment with the amurances given to 
Turkey regarding the maintenance of the status quo in the Persian Gulf; on the othor 
hand, the deputation of an officer to visit Kowoit from time to time as a temporary 
measuro bax received the full approval of His Majesty's Gov 
alwayu intonded that in any communications which might take pl Purkinb 
Govert ; tako this stop ax often aa it may 6 to do 90 
should ho absolutol 

Whan, therofore rament of Tndin suggested, in their telogram of the 
20th May,’ 1904, that the moment was opportune for the dispatch of an allicor to 
Koweit, Hia Majesty's Governinent gave their eanction to the proposal, but 
cortainly did not iatend that there should be any departure from the conditions wpon 
which they bad originally inwint 

Lord! Lansdowne hn, 09 Mr, Secretary Brodrick ix aware, every desire to moet, aa 
far as possible, tho wishes of the Government of Indin. The permanent retention’ of 
the Agent would, howover, involve #0 serious a doparture from the general line of 
poligy laid «lown' by His Majesty's Government that his Lordship is, ax at presont 
advised, unable to agree to it 

owever, prophred to agree that no immediate tape should be taken fe 

Major Knox's withdrawal, and having regard to the recent conduct af the Turkish 

sient in respect to the Aden Tradé, and the occupation of the Island of Rubian 

by Turkish tro0 ems +0 him. that there ie somo advantage in allowing Major 
Knox to te o present at Ki 

He should, howovor, in Lord Lanedowno's opinion, certainly be withdrawn after a 
reasonablo interval, ond he might be instrocted to inform the Sheikh before his 
Aopart ho will ropeat his visita, and that the date of his return will. depend on 
the eouporat events, Ho wight be suthorisnd Yo. add wat i, di 
events should munications be made to the Sheikh te 
Shwikh's pos! med to Turkey or any forcign Power, a message should bo 
addressed by tho Sheikh to the Political Agent in the Persian Gulf. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON. 


* India Ofice, Auguat 19), to ditto, August 15, 1906. 





ied the murders, 
addicted to drink. It docs not soom certain that he has gone to Koweit after all, and 
ho may have remained on the Porsian side of the river. 

Nir. Monahan is not in possession of tlio medical Report, presumably made by the 
doctor of His Majesty's ship “Merlin,” and therefore doox not know what his finding 
‘as to the conditions of the woman's death was, but he seems to credit belief that the 
endarmes killed the man and shot tho woman through the head after she had died 
fn child-birth. ‘The endarmes, who were in the legitimate pursuit of robbers, 
were overpowered by the crowd, and so fell into the Agent's hands, 

The true facts of th ro not at all clear, but I think the incident may be 
considered to be closed, and as I bave alrendy informed your Lordship, T havo told 
the Grand Vizier that tho local authorities had no ground at all for nceusing 
Mr. Monahan of acting improperly in the matter, and that he had dono his duty 
to my satisfaction. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) WALDRR TOWNL 





No, 188, 
India Offs to Foreign Office —(Received November 28) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secrotary Brodrick, 
forwards horowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of n telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 26th November, relative to tho deportation of Major Knox 
to Koweit 


India Office, November 28, 1904 


Inclosure in No. 158, 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick 


(Telegraphic) P. November 26, 1904. 
KOWEIT. Your telogram of the 18th instant, 

Instructions were given to Knox, in accontanee with” your directions, that he 
should proceed to Koweit in sucha manner as not to attract unnecessary attention. 
tnd we may add that he was ordered by us, pending further instructions, to abstain 
oven from offering advice to Sheikh as to aflairs in Nejd. With regard to the points 
specifically complained of by Turkish Government, a telegraphic report from Trevor 
states that Knox does not interfere in the administration ; that he does not. enter into 
rolations with the natives, except socially ; thnt he has no Sepoys with him, and thnt 
the man Abdullah has been engaged only as a teacher of Ambie. As the accredited 
‘Agent of the Government of India, Knox flies his flag on telegraph staff on his house. 
‘his is dono with the approval of the Sheikh. Lf further details are required, Political 
Resident in Persian Gulf, who is now on tour and who will visit Koweit, will be able 
to supply them on his return. 
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No. 139. 


India Office to Foreign Office —{Received November 28.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 26th instant, relative to the proposed temporary withdrawal 
of the Political Agent at Kowoit. ‘ 


India Office, November 28, 1904. 


Inclosure in No. 1 
Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 
(Telegraphic) P. November 26, 
EIT. Your te 
proposals ns to the d 
Knox is to be carried out, 40 as to givo affect to the policy of His Majest 
mont, will be submitted’ when we havo received the suggestions of th 
Residoat in the Persinn Gulf, whose opinion we have asked for 
Knox has again hoon prossed by Shoikh to say what advico he (Mubarak) should 
giveto Ibn Saud as to replying to the overtures of Turks. We propose to infor 
Knox that our previous instructions to him not to givo any opinion must be 
maintained. But if Sheikh could be told thnt Porte have promised to respect the 
status quo in Neji, it might reawure him in view of the departure of Knox 
contemplation. Wo suggost for considertion whothor it would not bo possibl 
promise to thi effect by the Turkish Government a cd 
doparture of Knox. ‘This proposal would bo in accordance with t 
onr telegram of the 25th May. Further, with « view to securing mainten 
Hatur quo, wo would venture to suggest that wo might, withont 
the removal of Turkish military post from Bubion Island » conditic 
our Agent from Kowelt 


hh temporary wit 





No. 140. 


India Office to Foreiyn Offic —{Received November 29.) 

THE Under-Secrotary of Ststo for India presents his compliments to the U: 
Soorotary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brod 
forwards herowith, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, copy of a tolegeam 
the Vieoroy, dated the 18th instant, relative to the temporary withdrawal of the 
Political Agent nt Kowelt 


India Office, November 29, 1904. 


Inclosuro in No. 140. 
Mr. Brodrick to Government of India. 


. India Office, November 18, 1004. 

PLBASE see my telogram of the 11th instant regarding Koweit. Directions 
given in my telegram of the 28th July Inst wore that Knox was cee! to 
Kowoit in such n manner as not to attract unnocesary attention. Complaint las 
now been received from the Turkish Governmont to the offect that Knox was accom 
panied by eight Spahis [sic]; that he had engaged a person named Abdullah 
Secrotary; that British flag had been hoisted oer his rovidenco; that he was i 
fering in affairs of administration, and had entered into relations with natives. 
should bo glad to be furnished witha Report as to the facts. 
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No, 141. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Keceived November 29 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of Staie for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secrotary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telogram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 26th instant, relative to the temporary withdrawal of the 
Political Agent at Koweit 


India Office, November 29, 1904, 


Inelosure in No, 141 
Mr, Brodrick to Government of Ind 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
KOWEIT, is Majesty's Govern 
19th instant 
While adhering to the 
intment the present deputation of officer to Koweit (vow my telegram 
jastant), His Majesty's Government agré proscnt, “Knox may 
at Koweit, in view of the occupation of Bubian Island by the ‘Turks, and their 
recent conduct in'the matter of the Tradé ns to the Ad nila Knox should, 
howover, be withdrawn after a reasonable interval hi 1, and T roquest that you 
will cousider what wil i t 
Knox might be i 
tho date of his return 
authorized to tell the Stu 
any other event should o srinig absonce 
tho position of Sheikh in relation cither to Turkey or Power 
commu with the Political Resident in the Pe 


nt have considered your telogram of the 


t we a pormancnt 


iow that it ix inoxpedicut 


ications, 
tonding t 
he should 





Mr, Townley t0 the Marquess of Lan 1 December 5.) 


(Ro. 901, 
My Lori, Constantinople, November 28, 1904. 
IN necorlance with the instr tained in your Lordship's dospatoh 


No, 399 of the 22nd instant, I to-day told the Minister for Foreign Affaire thnt His 
Majesty's Government trust that the release of tho Sheikh of Koweit's agent at 
Busorah will bo offectod without further delay, and I suggested that his name might 
be submitted for Imperial clemency on the occasion of the approaching festival of 
Rairatn, when it ix edstomary for the Sultan to parton a number of offenders 

L reminded his Bxoelleiey that th 1 lind-now bocn in prison for. some theoe 
years, and that his sontence of fifteon years ituptisonmcut for having spoken 
Gisrespectfully of His Majesty the Sultan had been passed upon very insufficient 
evidence of witnesses who wero possibly entumnintors, and that the man himself hei 
always denied havi red the alloged words. 

I promised to send the Minister 0 short aide-mémoire of the ineident, and his 
Excellency yu iat it would have his best attentio 


Lhave, &o. 
(Signed) WALTER ‘tOWNLEY. 








No. 14%, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received December 8,) 


Sir, Iadin Offer, December 7, 1904. 

WITH reference to Sir F. Gorst’s letter of the 17th, and to Mr. Villiers’ letter of 
the 25th November, Tam ied. by Mr. Secrotary Brodrick to invite the attention of 
the Marquess of Lansdowne to the two telegrams from the Vieeroy of the 26th 
November on the subject of Kowoit 

‘The first of these telegrams contains replies to. the allegations, as to the action 
taken by Captain Knox at Koweit, made by the Turkish Ambassador in the conversation 
recorded in Lord Lansdowne's despatch No, 390 a to His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at 
Constantinople of the 10th Nove 

seem to Mr. Brodrick satisfactory, and he 
proposes, with Lord Lanadowne’s concurrence, to inform the Viceroy accordingly. 

The second t which deals with the question of the temporary withdrawal of 
the Politieal Agent, appon's to have boon dispatched by the Viceroy before reeciving 
the tolegram addressed to him on the November, stating, in accordance with the 
viows expressed in Mr, Villierw lotter of the 26th November, that Captain Knox might 
remain at Koweit for the present, 

‘Tho Government of India suggest # comm: ich might, in cortain circum. 
stances, bo made to Sheikh Mubarak a4 to the Turkish promise to respect the status qua 
in Nojd (by which apparently is meant tho “understanding” referred to in Lord 
Lansdowne’s despatch No, 67 to His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople of the 
24th February Inst 

Mr, Brodrick in disposed to agree with the opinion expressod in Sir N, O'Conor's 
telegram No. 13 of the 2ini May a o that in assisting 
Thn Rashid, who is the party attacked, be is taking » cours calenlated to prevent a 
disturbance of the atotus quo, 

Having regard to the objections to any interfercuee on our part in the internal 
aduira of Nojd, Mr, Brodrick thinks that it wonld be undesirable that any language 
should be held to Sheikh Mubarak encouraging hin to support 1bn Saoud, and he would 
propose, for Lord Lansdowne’s consideration, that Captain Knox shoald be instrueted, 
[fpressed by the Sheikh, to roler hin to the warnings given him by Lord Corgon,® when 
he visited Kowoit during his tour in tho Persian Gulf, against entanglements in the 
interior. 

Mr. Brodrick would also approve, subject to Lord Lansdowne’s concurrence, the 
Feoponal of the Gorernnent of India to intract Caplsin Knox to docling to gv 
opinion as to the alvice to be giveu by the Sheikh of Koweit to Thn Ssoud in re 
the Turkish advancos to the Intter, 

to the suggestion thnt the withdrawal of the Political Agent from Koweit should 
be cond Purkish evacuation of Bobian Island, Mr. Brodrick would point 
out that, if such a condition were made, and if the ‘Turkish post were withdrawn from 
the inland, the Turkish Government might be in a position to contend that their action 
in withdrawing precluded us from again sending an Agent to Koweit 
Tam, & 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


No. 144. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Townley. 
(No. 421.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 8, 1904, 

1 HAVE reecived your despateh No. $73 of the 15th witimo, reporting the 
circumstances which have come to your knowledze in regard to the murders alle 
to have been committed by the Agent of the Sheikh of Koweit at Fao, and informing 


© Sco paragraph 19, letter from Government of India, dated Decomber 17, 1903; copy sent to Foreign 
‘Office, Jasaney 20, 1004, 
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me of the complaint made by the Turkish Government of tho notion of His Majesty's 
Acting Consul at Bussorah onneetion-with the matter. 
T approve the language used by you to the Grand Vizier in regard to the 
complaint made by the Porte against Mr. Monahan, 
Tam, &¢ 
(Signed) LANSDOWN 





No. 145. 
Mr. Toienley to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Reeeived December 12,) 


(No. 980.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, December 6, 1904. 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 169 of the 19th ultimo, T have the honour to 
forward to your Lordship herowith copy of despatch from His Majesty'a Consul at 
Jedilah, containing a Memorandum by the Vice-Conmul relative to the Nojd hostilities, 
in which particulars aro given of alleged overtures by a soiedisant Russian and French 
t to Bin Rashi 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY 


Inclosure 1 in No, 145, 


Conrul Decey to Mr. Townley, 


(No. 109.) 

Bir, Jeddah, Nowember 19, 1904, 
LILAVE the honour to transmit herowith copy of a Memorandum by Viee-Consul 

Husain on affairs in Nojd. 


Thave, ae, 
(Sig G. P. DEVEY. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 145, 
Memorandum. 


L HAVE coms to know from a relinble souroo that six battalions of ‘Turkish 
troops have lately been sent from Syrin under General Sidki Paha to Maan, whence 
thoy have (o march down to Acaba.” From Acaba they go by steamer to Yembo, 
thence go to Nejd vit Medina. Throo battalions ordered to go to Nejd under 
Pasha, and reported elsewhere, were delayed for want of trnaport: camels, ‘The 
anthoritics at Medina were offering up to 6 Turkish lime por eatnel as camel hire, but 
the Bedouins wore still unwilling to undertake the task. About twelve days ago 
1,000 camels sent by Bin Rashid arrived at Medina, bat they were not suflicient, and the 
Medina authorities were ondeavouring to securo’ more is to dixpatoh the troops. 
News received up to the 7th instant show that the troops had not left till then, but 
most probably they have started since. 

Thave also been informed that a Moslem (Mohiuddin or another name ending with 
“din”), representing himself as an authorized Agent of Russia and France, had sont 
a letter to Ben Rashid offering him a subsidy of 100,000 dollars a month on his signing 
a Treaty accepting the protection of either of the two Powers or conjointly of both, 
It is said that be also mentioned in his letter that Great Britain was trying to construct 
a railway line from Port Said to Kowoit through Nejd which was to jeopardize his 
authority and country, and therefore the arrangement offered by him, vie, to obtain the 
protection of Russia or France, or both of them, will for ever relieve him of any such 
danger. In this letter this man had also asked the permission to visit him in omer to 
discuss the proposal, but Bin Rashid refused this permission, and warned him not to 
enter his country, and also mentioned that it was for the Ottoman Government to 
decitle whether the Port Said-Koweit Ruilway, if over it was projected, was permissible 
or not, 

Bin Rashid sent a special messenger with the correspondence that passed between 
him and this man, with other confidential documents found with Bin Saoud, when, some 
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time-ago, he was wounded in a battle and had to run away to Constantinople, and this 
messenger left Jeddah by the steam-ship “ Negileh” on the 7th instant. Bin Rashid 
had also informed the Vali-and-the Grand Sharif about this correspondence between 
him and the alleged Russian and French Agent. 

Dam also informed that Bin Schab, the Slieikh of Koweit, was always well in 
towards Bin Suoud, but it appears that they are not on good terms now, as Bir 
Intely returned sox nt by Bin Saoud for a supply of arms and amu 
fon account of which Bin Saou was Toft quite resourccless, and had to leave for 
Rindh. 

(Signed) MOHAMMED HUSAIN 

November 16, 1904. 





No. 146. 


Foreign Office to India 


Bir, ign Office, December 16, 1904. 
L HAVE laid bofore the Marquee tho 28th ulti 
and the 7th instant, regarding the various questions which have arisen in connection 

with Koweit 
Tord Lansdowne concurs in the course which Mr. Secretary Brodric 

pursue, as stated in the fourth and fifth paragraphs of your let 
viz, that if Captain Knox Is prosed by Sheikh Moubatok of 
affairs in Nojd, he should ropeat the warnings a y Le 40 against 
entanglomen’s in the interior, and that he sb ther bi . line t 
offer any opinion’as to the advico to be given Shih Iba Snoud, 
in roapoot of the Turkish advances to tho | In his Lardship hould 
be clearly understood that the Interc influence of His Majesty's nt are 
to be confined strlotly to tho coast line of Eastern Arabia, an ncasures are to 
bo undertaken, or lang a ppear to eon Jiroatly 
with the tribal warfare now in pr 
conditional on tho 'Turkisls ovacu 
agrooment with the views conveyed in the Inst paragraph of you His Majesty's 
Government havo decided to reserve absolutely the rl h an agent to 
Koweit from time to timo, at their own discrotion as to the his visits and their 
duration; it ia clear, therefore, that thix policy must be defended and maintained on 

grounds, quite apart from auy specific broach of U quo on the part of 
the Turkish Government, such os that under in Knox's 
withdrawal, whenever it takes place, must not bo reprose " jon made in 
‘consideration of the action of tho Turkish Government at other points. 

Tam, &o. 
(Sigued) T. 1. SANDERSON 


x should bo 





0. 147. 


Mr, Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne. {Received December V9. 


(ve. 047) 
ly Lord, Constantinople, December 12, 1904 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 982 of the 6th ins evioNs 


correspondence respecting the vacillating intentions of the Ott at with 
regnrd to the dispatch of a military expedition on a large scale to Nejd, 1 havo the 
honour to transmit herewith ¢opy of a deapatch which I have received from His 
Maje ‘al at Damascus stating that certain orders for supplies for troops, said 
to bo on their way from Bagdad to Arabia, had been countermanded. 

The belief alluled to by Mr, Richards, that Tbn Snoud is being assisted directly 
or indirectly by Groat Britain, is not limited to Damascus, but is current at Constan- 
tinople also. 

have, &e. 
(Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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Inclosure in No. 147. 


‘ Consul Rickards to Mr. Townley. 
lo. 57.) 
Sir, Damascus, November 21, 1904, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that Abdurrahman Pasha, the’ Mubafin 
(Protector) of the “Hadj,” accompanied by Mahmoud Pashs Boozo, a Ki 
Notable of Damaasons, and ‘tho Emir Ali Pasha, son of tho | 
were sent on the 16th instant to Kuneitr slan district, 10 collect a larae 

ar of camels, to bo used for the transport of ammunition and provisions, to me 

ir battalions of troops now said to be on their way from Bagdad 10 the Nejd 
having been dispatched to the assistance of the Emir Ibn Reshid in his 
with Ibn Saoud. 

On the following day the Vali rec Jographic order from Constantinople 

and ammunition, which he 

d at once to Abdus re that the Turkish military 
expedition to the Nejd has boon abandoned, ut you, Sir; are doublons Fully. informed 
on that point from another quarter 

Tt may interest you, Sir, to know that for somo time it wax currently reported. and 
genorally believed hore that Thn Reshid. had Tn Snond in the recont. conflict, 
‘and even now this varsion of the story finds's cortain number of aupportors. This will 
not, perhaps, surprise you'very. much when I tell you that I have knowledge of 1 
receipt by two men of position hore of letters from Xhn Reshid, in both of which ho 
Claims to bave been victor 

Theat on good auhority that on a recent occa tewsarit of thie Hauran 
(Abmed Aarifi Boy some Bedouin Shoikhs, whom be was trying to inddoe to 
supply camels to the Government for the transport of nromunition and. provisions for 
the ase of the Turkish troops who had been ovlered to sanrels to the neo of Thm 
Reshid, that British soldiers [sie] were aiding the traitor, Thn Sac in his conflict 

th tho loyal Kruir of the Nojd, and that it was thoir boundea duty to do-all that lay 
ia thoir power to defeat these foreign inch! aim and ‘object oF which 
waa to gain ultimate possession of the sac ar that tho Sheikhs, 
Mlibougs they. said nothing at the time, eubsoquettly expressed thoit sitiatachion at. Uh 
prospect of reliof from the Turkish yoko, be the conditions of such relief what they 

it. ‘The language atteibuted 10 the Mutessarif was, it is alloged, used. by hi 
pring a sexsion of the Idareh Mejlixe at Sheikh Miskin (the seat of Government in d 

aurnn), bat this is hardly credible, thoug ' o% bors 
of the Mojliss were present whoa the Bedouin were spol Lon making further 
foquiries, Lam convinced that the report of this incident is thoroughly well founded, 
Tahall take the first opportunity 10 speak of it wo the Vali and protest against th 
employment by the Mate his official capacity, of language of auch a rnoudacioie 
and inflammatory character add that the fact af British amistance fiaving, boon 
onder to Thm Saouid and his ally, Tbn Sabah, the Sheikh of Koweit, is fully oredited 
by many people in this city, even ia certain official circles 

Thave, &. 


(Signed) W. 8. RICHARDS. 





No. 148. 
Mr. Townley t0 the Marquess of Lanadowne.—{Received December 19.) 


(No. 960, Secret.) 
My Lord, Constantinopie, December 14, 1904 
ON the Ist December an Imperial Iradé was issued ordoring the Emir of Mecea to 
be instructed to contribate all necessary assistance to tho vast military foree that was 
being prepared for the purpose of destroying Mubarek-es-Sobah (the Sheikh of Koweit) 
and his adherents ree alluded 1a was without doubt the ane then under orders 
to march against Ibn Saoud, but it is interesting to see that at the Palace the latter is 
only looked upon as an aihorent, whilst Mubarok-es-Sobah is regarded as the real head 
of the movement, 
1 took an opportunity to ask the Grand Vizier casually, in the couree of conver 
sation about the pardon of the Sheikh of Koweit's Bussorah agent, what was the meaning 


1731) 2F 





no 


patched against 
infraction of 


of the rumour T had 1 doh that a force was to be 


Mubarek-os-Sobah. Si 


did it in euch a 
he Imperial Iradé, to which T have allu 
the terms I have réported. 
Tearned that the Vali of Bussorah has reported that Mul 
tion taken by the Turk 
brigands (here I do not follow the story) and has 
of the attitude of Kn he Sheikh odds, behaves like a Consul, 
threatens that ho will close the shops if he allowed to open 
Vali dwells upon the good disposition towards the Turkish Governm 
Mubarok-erSobah, and recommends the desirability of desisting from any expedition 
ugainsthim. ‘This xuggestion of tho Vali bax beon approved by the Council of Ministers ; 
tho Soltan hus san the recall of thee ion, but holds the Ministers respons 
for avy difficulties that may arise in consequonce. 
information, which I have obtained from a secret in which 1 ba 
great confidence, would appear to eopfirm the suspicions of the Government of Indi 
ax comrunicated to your Lordship by the Vicoroy in his telegram of the 19th ultimo, 
of which a copy aecompanicd your despatch to me, No. 41d of the Gth instant, that 
Mubarok ia ooking to make term with the 
An roparda the suggestion contained in the Vicerc 
copy of which also. accompanied 
Turkish Govornn ight be aukod t 
ax a condition of Major Knox's withdrawal, I would vonture to point out that it 
what hard to aay at the present moment what ie the true of affairs in. the 


Ihave, &e. 


(Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY. 





No. 149. 
Vice-Consul Monahan to Mr. Townley.—(Received at Foreign Office December 31.) 


(No. 59.) 
Sir, Bussorah, December $, 1904, 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 65 of the Lith ultimo, [ have the honour to 
state that I have still but little to odd to the information given therein and in previous 
reports on the Bao incident, 

‘the Acting Vali, Fakhei Pasha, showed most pmisoworthy cnergy in sending 

mes in pursuit’ of robbers, of whom, during hie . at Irast two wore 
killed, whilo many were imprisoned. On the 10th of In three zendarmes in 

‘of n robber entered the Fao property of § Mubatek. They got into 
collision with a crowd of his fellah tenants; shots were fired; Sheikh Mubarck’s 
agent came on the scene; the gendarmes were overpowered, and the agent took 
them off prisoners alongside of His Majesty's ship “Merlin,” ns I have already 
reported. 

Fakhri Pasha officially thanked the Commander of the “ Merlin” for refusing 
to take the gendarmes on board, and for handing them over to the Kaimakam 
of Fao. 

‘The Pasha told me that, as the result of inquiries, he believed that the agent had 
himself killed the man and woman, a married couple, who were his enemies, and that 
the man, a fellah on Mubarek’s estate, was, on that 10th October, being detained in 
confinement in the agent's house, in which durance the agent had placed him. 

‘The Pasha, whether he fully believed this or not, was certainly exasperated 
hy the conduct’ of the agent, who, he truly said, was a drunkard, in carrying off the 
gendarmes in this way toa foreign man-of war, and said he was determined to arrest 
jinn if he remained in Fao, 

Light of the Pao fellas were, with little delay, arrested and imprisoned. Mubarek 
wrote to the Nakib, the religious Chief of the Sumri Mussulmans of Bussorah, 
expressing regret for the azent’s conduct, and promising to recall and punish him, and 
Pablaps wrote tp the Vall lve la, the mame saous, ton by soorel metages, urged the 


agent to go away from Pao, and at last, on or about the 24th October, he did go to the 





m 


Persian side of the river; whether he ever went to Koweit I am still uncertain. It 
Would, at any rate, be unnecessary for him to remain in Fao after the close of the date 
as Mubarek’s property is concerned, ends in October. 

The Pasha promptly relieved six of the eight men, ‘and told me that the incident 
was closed. He gave me a new version of the death of the woman, namely, that she 
died in child-birth, and the agent put a shot through her head after death. This is, of 
course, possible. ‘The agent stated to Captain Knox that she and her prematurcly- 
horn child were Killed. This statement seems to me obscure, and a modical report 
from the “ Merlin’s” surgeon, if one lias been made, may explain it, ‘The surgeon, 

I know, only stated that the man and woman were both killed by shots 
fhe head, and said nothing about a child. 

With regani to Mubarek’s Fao property, I may mention that I reooived in 
August and in the early part of September, several complaints, both dircotly from 
Mubarek and through’ the Resident at Bushire, of oppressive conduct 
Kaimakam of n arresting Mubarck’s watohinen and follabs, in proventing the 
fellahs from ¢ his agont about the quantity of dates to be 
levied this eventing the construction of a breakwater, on 
the plea that it eneroached « » fortress. 

‘Phe Vali gavo tho dosirod orders, which were, howev erfeotly obeyed 
by the Knimakam. On the 10th Soptember the latter was removed from his post, and 
he has since bean given the now post of Hilla vilayet. 

Sinco the Kaimakam’s departure I hav nore of such grievances. I 
imagine that the Acting Kalmakam, who is notoriously vonal, lias come to an 
arrangemont with Mubarek. ‘The Intter has now, I howr, complained that his men 
are leaving Fno in alarm. Hix watchmen would in any caso have left at the close of 
the dato season, nad I do not believe that any important number of his fellahs have 
left, The fellas would scem to have no cause for fear now 

T have, &e, 
Signed) J. HL. MONAHAN 


season, which, s 





